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Today, we will interview Jim Gerencser, a longstanding and esteemed chapter member. 
Jim's extensive involvement in our Trap & Skeet program, his leadership role as a Board 
Member, Range Manager, and Chapter President, and his pivotal role as an engineer and 
Project Manager in reconstructing our Rifle and Pistol ranges have significantly shaped 
our chapter. His contributions have left a lasting impact on our chapter. 
 

JB:  Good morning, Jim. Thanks for sharing some time with us. 
JG:  Thanks Jay, I’m honored to be here. 
 

JB:  Jim, I checked our membership roster and noticed you joined in 
2001. Did you know you are the 19th most senior member out of 750 
on the current chapter rolls? 
JG:  Sounds about right, sometimes my bones feel that way. 
 

JB:  When I first joined approximately 14 years ago, you held a position 
on the Board and served as our Trap & Skeet Range manager. I am curi-

ous to know whether your involvement in trap and skeet shooting was pre-membership 
tenure or a pursuit has been you developed thru your Izaak Walton time. 
JG:  My clay target shooting for many years was 
sporadic, maybe five times a year. Then about 
1995 I met a couple of guys and started shooting 
sporting clays and about ’99 a duck hunting 
friend Frank Gradley, who was heavily involved 
with archery at Izzak, introduced me to the 
Chapter. I started shooting skeet on Sundays. 
After I retired in ’05 I started shooting a lot at St. 
Joe Conservation Club. on Wednesday’s. We had 
a consistent group of five shooters, three have 
since passed and one does not shoot any more. 
 

JB: Tell us a bit about your early years as a Trap 
and Skeet shooter. What was it like, and how has 
it changed, if at all? 
JG: I would say there are three groups of     
shooters. First shooters that want to excel and 
shoot competitively in tournaments. The second 
group are those that want to hone their hunting 
skills, and finally those who just shoot for fun and are pleasantly surprised when they 
break 25 straight. 

 

JB:  Speaking of competitive shooters, we have a hot one in 
Xander New, who has done quite well in competition. 
JG:  He is simply amazing and we’re all proud of him. 
 

JB:  Who was running Trap & Skeet back then, and was his 
style any different than today? 
JG: As far back as I can remember there was a Husband-
and-wife team, then Bob Korte took over and then 

Generally, Trap Shooters Fall 
Into Three Categories: 

• Those who want to  excel  
in the sport. 

• Those who wat to                
sharpen their hunting 
skills. 

• Those who shoot for fun 
and on those rare occa-
sions when it                   
happens, are pleasantly                
surprised when they 

• break twenty-five straight. 

SUPPORT 
OUR OUR           
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and Max Strater, Hank Kloha, Myself with Bob Walls, then Bob 
took over by himself when I became President in 2016. More    
recently John Kurtz was T&S Manager.   

 

JB:  What did it cost for a round of clays back then and how many 
shooters would we average on a typical day of organized Trap 
shooting back then? 
JG: In 2001, each round cost $3 and we averaged 20 shooters 
shooting 3 to 6 rounds. 
JB:  Not that much different from today’s statistics. 
 

JB: Were you active when the St. Joe Conservation group first or-
ganized? What can you tell us from your experience or what you 
have heard about how that impacted our program? 
JG: No, I started going to St. Joe, after retirement as part of a 
Wednesday shooting group. St. Joe was well attended and had 
three trap and five skeet fields at that time. 
 

JB:  Has our policy always allowed 
non-members to participate, or 
has it varied between members-
only and open-to-the-public? 
JG: Thinking you may ask that,  I 
talked to some old members and 
they said non-members were the 
money makers for the club going back. 
 

JB:  Which was more popular back then, Trap or Skeet? 
JG: Trap was the most popular.  
 
 

JB:  When did you take over as Range Manager after starting 
shooting at the chapter, and what led you to accept that position? 
JG:  I took over when Hank Kloha left due to family obligations 
and burn-out. 
 

JB:  How many years did you serve 
on the Board and when was that? 
JG: Well Frank Gradley talked me 
into getting on the board. He was 
heavily involved with archery at 
that time. I do not remember the 
exact year I got on the board but 
probably 2005 when I retired. We 
duck hunted together going back 
to the 70’s. 
 

JB:  Tell our readers what lead you to become Chapter President 
back in the 2016. 
JG:  We had an incident where 
the Chapter was approached by 
a neighbor who had a bullet hit 
his barn. He felt it came from 
our range, which was a possibil-
ity. The current president and 
Vice President resigned, and 

In 2001 it cost $3 a 
round and we had an 

average of 20 shooters 
shooting 3 to 6 rounds 

each. 

Knowing that you might 
ask that, I talked to 

some old members and 
they said non-members 

were the money      
makers for the club    

going way back. 

Slide From 2016 Member Meeting 



wanted the job, including me. I had been around long enough to 
know the working of the board and members so I accepted the  
challenge. 
JB:  The bit about no one on the Board wanting to take the job of 
President has a familiar ring to it for me. 
 

JB:  I remember that you  
created very detailed blue-
prints, your vision on paper 
that has become what we 
now take for granted. How 
did you get things organized 
after shutting down the 
ranges? 
JG: The first thing we did 
was form a Range           
Committee.  
 

You were part of that and 
took on the responsibility of 
building the RSO Program. 
Frankly, I did not think the 
idea of volunteer RSO’s 
would work.  
 

Just goes to show, I do not 
know everything!   
 

Creating engineering      
drawings is just part of the 
story. It is amazing how 
things work out. I am a    
mechanical engineer and am retired. I was an engineering                
manager for 25 years and managed several projects from dirt to 
production. But I had no idea where to start on a shooting range. 
Then board member Marvin Lahr shows up with an NRA RANGE 
MANUAL (700 pages) that he got from the Sherriff’s Department. 
After studying it I had an idea what needed to be done. After          
completing the drawings specific to our range and getting                  
estimates and construction quotes the project still needed board 
approval and membership approval. Retired sheriff Jim Herman 
was on the range committee and gave his “I think it’s a great plan” 
speech before the board vote was a key point in moving forward. 
 

JB:  Your estimate was for $84,000, and we depleted our general 
fund by more than $50,000, leaving a shortfall of about $24,000 to 
$27,000. Was that an easy or tough decision to make? 
JG: Working with money, budgets, contractors, and project                 
constraints are things I was used to doing. I knew that we had to 
have a least $20,000 or more in reserve annually to keep the   
Chapter operation each year. That left about $50,000 available for 
construction. The final decision was left to the board and             
membership.  
 

JB:  You took the lead in approaching the Indiana IWLA Division. 
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Step #1:  Venation Blind 
Concept Attached to 
Shooting Shelter.  Shooter 
will see Target and not Berm.

Step #3:  Lowering Target Frame 
Also Lowers Line-of-Sight and Has 
Same Effect As Raising Berm.

Protected 

Height

Step #2:  Install two vertical baffles 
in accordance with NRA/Vargas 

Engr. Recommendations.

Proposed Pistol Range Configuration

NOT TO SCALE

Pistol Range Geometry

2016 Member Meeting Slides 
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As I recollect, they had only provided grants and not loans, and 
this request was larger than anything they had previously         
approved in either category. Can you share some details about 
that meeting?" 
JG: Once again, when a good organization needs help good     
people react. Our chapter by-laws forbid us from taking on any 
debt. Marv Lahr, in addition to being a board member, was deep-
ly connected with the State Chapter and it was his idea to        
approach them for a loan.  He set up a time slot for us during the 
annual IN Division Convention to present our request to borrow 
the needed funds. You helped me put together a Power Point 
presentation. I made our pitch and they approved a seven year, 
5% loan the first ever made to any chapter. Through donations 
and a very, very tight budget, our chapter paid it off three years 
early and State forgave the interest. 
 

JB:  Jim, as you reflect on your years as a member, what has been 
your most memorable experience? 
JG: That would be my association with all the people and how 
they worked as a team, using their individual skills. I hesitate in     
mentioning any names as everyone who donated one hour or 
one dollar is important, but I’ll try:  
• You as the champion of the RSO Team and our Range      

Manager. 
• Marv Lahr as mentioned above. 
• Dick Atkinson who probably worked 50 hours a week and is 

still at it. 
• Bob Walls for taking over trap & skeet the very day I became 

president 
• Jim Herman in lending his firearm knowledge, his encourage-

ment and confidence building, and running the post hole   
digger. 

• The Range Committee, composed of: Jay Butler, Jim Herman, 
Dick Atkinson, Mark Grush, Marv Lahr, and Bob Walls. 

• And importantly, Dianne Gerencser for supporting me during 
what she called “the LOST SUMMER OF 2017”. 

 

JB:  You are a highly esteemed figure within our chapter, and 
your invaluable contributions have earned our deepest gratitude, 
a fact that may elude many of our current members. Is there any 
wisdom you have acquired that you wish to impart to our      
readers? 
JG:  Teamwork can accomplish almost any goal! 
 

JB:  Jim, it has been a pleasure sitting down and chatting about 
the early days of our Trap & Skeet Range. From my own           
perspective, the role you played in creating the Rifle & Pistol 
Range and what it has become since then has been truly                     
impressive. As our current chapter president, I want to thank 
you on behalf of our members, past, present, and future. Your 
legacy lives on. 
 

Page 4 
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PRESIDENTS LETTER 

Jay L. Butler 

          Chapter President 

Where has this summer gone? It feels like just yesterday I was sitting in front of the fireplace, wishing for warm 

weather and the chance to go fishing and spend time on our range. Now, the summer has come and gone, and I did-

n't get nearly as much time to do these activities as I had hoped. However, this has been a season of change with 

many things we can be proud of. 

Our 100th Anniversary event was a resounding success, drawing a large crowd from both the Fort Wayne Community 

and our members.  

The chapter will be co-sponsoring the Carroll H.S, Trap Team, along with  X-Count ,a move that has already shown 

great promise. The team has been practicing on the trap range and has won three state championships in their first 

year together under the leadership of member Alan New. 

The meeting hall renovation is not just underway, it's almost complete. This includes a half-wall closet to hide the gun 

safe and filing cabinets. Donations totaling $10,000 have been received for interior renovations that have been de-

ferred for 12-15 years. The progress is inspiring, and more renovations are planned as additional donations come in. 

The pond renovation team has been working on improving the neglected chapter amenity throughout the summer. A 

more detailed account of their work can be seen in this issue. 

Rick & Lura Thompson, our dedicated Archery Range Managers, had to step down due to family health issues, but 

their commitment to the 3D archery event remains unwavering. Under their leadership, the attendance at the event 

steadily increased. Their work is greatly appreciated. 

Our community outreach efforts include hosting Big Bros/Big Sisters outdoor events, which feature trap shooting and 

small-bore target shooting. We also opened our pond for fishing by our neighboring Girl Scout Camp.. 

The lack of member volunteerism is worrisome, as all chapter maintenance is dependent on member volunteers. 

With our budget set on materials only for maintenance with labor being donated, the Board, approved an increase in 

member dues, the first in ten years. 

Two members have been generous with their construction business, donating time to paint our main hall, re-roof our 

trap storage building, repair our skeet house, and renovate our fishing dock. Our thanks to Gabe Bowser and Steve 

Rignier for their generosity. 

We are hosting an introductory trap shooting camp held every Tuesday evening for five consecutive weeks. The camp 

will be coached by Alan New and one of the Carroll team members. 

In conclusion, this Fall marks the end of my service to the Izaak Walton League as a National Board Member, IN Div 

Vice President, and President of the Chapter. It has been a great honor to serve Izaak Walton in these roles. See you 

at the Range.  

            

Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA 
17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN 
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AROUND THE CHAPTER IN PHOTO’S 
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New Arrow Quivers              
& Archery Tower 

New Archery Targets 

Todd  Chiddister standing Beside Small 
Bore 100 Yd. “Know Your Limits” Steel 

Targets Purchased Through                        
His Fundraiser Efforts! 

 

IF YOU HAVE A 

PHOTO OF YOUR 

FAMILY                         

ENJOYING OUR 

CHAPTER, SEND 

IT TO                 

jaybut-

ler1940@gmail.com 

AMD WE’LL           

PUBLISH IT IN 

Donated Swing Set At                
Walton Pond 

Brian Doepke 
With 16+” Bass 
From Walton 

Pond. 

3 Generations of Butler’s Enjoy Range 
Chris, Jay, & Ben 

RSO Pat White’s Daughter                
Courtney, visiting form                             

Indianapolis, Spends An Afternoon 
At the Chapter Range. 
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The pond improvement committee has been busy this summer. 
IMPROVEMENTS MADE 

1) We’ve cleared out the dense brush, providing a much clearer vista of the area 
knows as the chapter” Meadowland”. 

2) Mulch has been placed around the outhouse; we’ve installed a NO SWIMMING 
sign and installed a maggot fish feeder to the right of the dock, near the wood 
duck house. 

3) We have added NO TRESPASSING signs along the Griffin Road. 
4)  We will begin another weed treatment in the water along the far shore soon. 
5) We’ve added Grass Carp for natural weed control. 
6) The pond area has become more family friendly with the addition of a donated 

swing installed between the pavilion and the outhouse. 
ADDITIONAL PROJECTS PLANNED 

1) An expanded parking area will soon be added for all our members 
and guests. 

2) Our committee wants to add additional camping areas on the     
other side of the pond.  Signs for the existing camping sites will be 
up soon. 

3) The warped picnic tabletop will be replaced soon. 
4) Our grass carp are often seen voraciously eating weeds in the 

pond, a more natural way to control weeds.  When stocked they 
were 8 inches long and have already grown to 12 inches long. 
Grass carp have been known to live for over 5 years. That’s a lot 

of weed eatin’. Don’t try and catch 
them. Please leave them alone. 
5) Next season, the Chapter is      
considering expanding the 3D       
archery into the wooded area of 
Walton Pond. 
Our pond committee has been  studying the harvesting of fish.  Let’s say 
you started with 30 bass, 15 of them female.  They will lay approximately 
7500 eggs. If only 1% survive…that’s 75 new bass competing for food in 
just one spawn. It has been estimated that a one-acre pond could harvest 
200-300 small bass each year, if our goal is to have 30 big bass.  Our pond 
is 1.8 acres. That’s a lot of bass to remove, a crucial step for the growth 
and sustainability of our pond. 

WALTON POND RESTORATION 



What makes some flowers worth saving? Flowers are all 
pretty and keep the ecosystem happy right? Well, that’s not 
entirely true, and let me explain why. My name is Brittney 
Lam, and though I don’t have a degree in biology, I do have a 
passion for nature conservation. So, let’s talk about invasive 
plant species.    

Invasive plants can come in all shapes, sizes, and colors. But 
how are plants classified as invasive? According to the National 
Parks Service, an invasive plant is a non-native plant that    
causes harm to people, plants, animals, or the environment. 
So, if a plant is not native, it needs to be removed. We see tons 
of invasive plant species each day and sometimes we don’t     
realize it. For example, the grass in our yards, sure it looks nice 
and neat. The grass in our lawns however, isn’t native. Most 
grass used for our yards has been brought in and used because 
it looks neat, it’s easy to take care of and everyone has it. 
What effect does it have on the  environment though?  

It’s just grass, it won't hurt anything right? When we 
use invasive plants, it reduces the biodiversity which 
disrupts food webs. also destroy native habitats and 
prevent forest restoration.  Not only that, but invasive 
plants can also affect the water equality, promote  
erosion and can straight up be harmful to people. 

Now how can a plant hurt a person? I’m sure we’re all 
familiar with   poison ivy, but if I told you there are 
more dangerous invasive plants than that?  Introducing 
Pastinaca Sativa L, commonly known as the Wild     
Parsnip. Wild parsnip is a cute little plant with a bundle 
of yellow flowers that enjoys tons of sun. You can   
typically see this plant growing on hillsides, outer    
edges of some woods. Wild Parsnip though has a nasty 
secret to it. Contact with wild parsnip can cause Phyto-
photodermatitis, which means if the sap of the Wild 
Parsnip contacts your skin and sunlight it can cause 
blisters, rash, and skin discoloration. The Wild Parsnip 
is one of many dangerous invasive plant species 

At Izaak Walton with nature conservation being a 
main priority August 24th, a group of volunteers 
and I removed all the Wild Parsnip. The volunteers 
consisted of members and even some local boy 
scouts from Troop 55 helped with the invasive 
plant species removal. Zack and I are very grateful 
for the six volunteers who showed up to help us 
with this very taxing, but important job. 

With one Invasive down and more to do Zack and I 
plan to have another volunteer-based removal day 
sometime in the October - November time. This 
time we will be removing the honeysuckle off the 
trees, and the Autumn Olives. If anyone is willing 

to volunteer the more help the merrier, more will come soon when a date is selected. 

The removal of all invasive plant species is so important to continue our work in nature conservation. Over time the pond and meadows 
will be a paradise full of native plants for everyone to  enjoy. 
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INVASIVE PLANTS 

Brittney and her husband Matt joined 
our chapter on April 24, 2024 and each 

is an active Committee member! 



BRING YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT 

(Members Only) 
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FALL                                 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 

Join Us For Our Fall Membership For 
Fellowship and Dessert 

Election of Officers & Directors   
For 2025 Term 

Learn More About Your Chapter & 
Our Plans For The Future 

SEPTEMBER 28 
6:00 PM 

The Fall Izaak Walton League Rimfire Championship will be held on Saturday, September 14th with a brand new 
twist. Instead of shooting two sets of targets at 50 yards, contestants will be shooting one target set at 50 yards 
and the second target set at 100 yards. This new version is being introduced to test the short and long-distance 
skills of rimfire marksmen. Because the accuracy of our members has improved since the introduction of this 
unique event, it was decided to split the format into two different distances but retaining the same point potential 
as previous championships. Contestants will shoot one shot at twenty-five 2 1/4” circles at fifty yards, and five 
shots each at five 4” circles at 100 yards. According to the Match Chairman, it is recommended that all contestants 
utilize a telescopic sight for this version of the contest because placing shots closer to the center of each circle in-
creases the potential score. The Spring Championship resulted in a tie score between two contestants and the 
number of bullseyes determined the winner. The increased distance for the second phase of the Fall event should 
preclude another tie. The deadline to sign up for chapter members is Friday, September 13, 2024.  

     A NEW TWIST OF SMALL BORE Competition 

 PRECISION COMPETITION 

 DEADLINE FOR SIGN UP IS FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH 
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Get ready for a spooktacular  evening at 
Trick or Treat the Trails! Join us on Octo-
ber 19th from 5pm to 8:30pm for a fun-

filled Halloween event for the whole 
family. 

 

Event Highlights: 

• Trick-or-Treating: Explore our winding 
trails and collect candy from costumed 
volunteers. 
• Kids' Crafts: Get creative with             
Halloween-themed crafts and activities. 
• Vendors: Browse unique finds from     
local vendors. 
• Bonfire & S'mores: Roast marshmal-
lows and enjoy the cozy glow of the bonfire. 
• Food Trucks: Satisfy your hunger with 
delicious treats from local food trucks. 
Costume Contest: Show off your best 
Halloween costume and compete for           
exciting prizes! 
 

We Need Your Help! 
 Fire Monitoring: Keep the bonfire safe 

and burning brightly. 
 Set Up: Help us prepare the event 

space and activities. 
 Tear Down: Assist with cleaning up           

after the event. 
 Trail Volunteers: Dress up in costume 

and hand out candy to trick-or-treaters 
along the trails. 

 

Donations are Welcome 

We are also accepting donations of 
Candy  & Pumpkins.   For more                 

information or to volunteer, please con-
tact Lily at : 

                                 
IWLAFWEventsAndSocial@gmail.com 
 

HELP  NEEDED! 



Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

      Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

Jay Butler 

Managing Editor 
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Skeet & Trap Ranges 

Sundays 9:00—1:00PM 
Wednesdays:   

Rifle & Pistol Ranges 
             Summer:  10:30AM—7:30PM 

WALTON LAKE ACCESS 
WE ARE HAVING A PROBLEM WITH NON-MEMBERS PARKING 

ALONG THE ROAD BY THE GIRL SCOUT CAMP AND WALKING IN 
ALONG TRAILS TO WALTON POND.  IF YOU SEE A VEHICLE PARKED 

ALONG THE ROAD, THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT WE HAVE A 
TRESPASSER ON OUR GROUNDS FOR SWIMMING OR FISHING.  . 

BE BOLD AND SHOW THEM YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD AND ASK TO 
SEE THEIRS.  IF THEY CANNOT PRODUCE ONE, ASK THEM TO LEAVE 

THE PROPERTY. 

FORT WAYNE CHAPTER IS HOSTING THE HUNTINGTON 
CHAPTER, IWLA PRESENTING A FREE                                        

HOME PROTECTION CLASS. 
Public Invited 

HOME PROTECTION                                                       
“Six things to know when the police arrive?” 

DATE: Sept 30th   TIME:  6:00 pm                                      

For Info: john.patrick.michaels @gmail.com 
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HOME                
PROTECTION 

CLASS 

FREE 

 

HELP STILL               
NEEDED 

Monitors are needed to help staff the 
trap and skeet shoots on Sunday morn-
ings 9 am - 1pm and Wednesday eve-
nings 5 - 7:30 ( April - Oct).  Work one 
shift per month.  Some light lifting,  oth-
erwise totally painless.  No experience 
required, training will be provided.   Any-
one can do it!  Invest a small amount of 
time for a huge benefit to the Chapter, 
while meeting some great people.  Con-
tact Carl Ehinger (crehinger@gmail.com) 
for more details.  He’s looking forward to 
hearing from YOU!!! 

Our Advertiser Of The Month 
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2024 EVENT 

1-Sep Sun Public Trap Shoot 

3-Sep Tue Boy scout N hall 

3-Sep Tue E hall reservation 

4-Sep Wed R&P Range Closed 

4-Sep Wed Public Trap Shoot 

5-Sep Thu R&P Range Closed 

8-Sep Sun Public Trap Shoot 

10-Aug Tue Boy scout N hall 

11-Sep Wed R&P Range Closed 

11-Sep Wed Public Trap Shoot 

12-Sep Thu R&P Range Closed 

14-Sep Sat 22 Shoot 

15-Sep Sun Public Trap Shoot 

17-Sep Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 

17-Aug Tue Boy scout N hall 

18-Sep Wed R&P Range Closed 

18-Sep Wed Public Trap Shoot 

19-Sep Thu R&P Range Closed 

21-Sep Sat Public 3D Archery Shoot 

21-Sep Sat East Hall Rental 

22-Sep Sun Public Trap Shoot 

24-Sep Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 

24-Aug Tue Boy scout N hall 

25-Sep Wed R&P Range Closed 

25-Sep Wed Public Trap Shoot 

26-Sep Thu R&P Range Closed 

28-Sep Sat Fall Member Meeting 

29-Sep Sun ATA & Public Trap Shoot 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

2024 EVENT 
1-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 

2-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed 

2-Oct Wed Public rap Shoot 

3-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed 

5-Oct Sat Fishing Derby 

6-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 

8-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 

9-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed 

9-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 

10-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed 

12-Oct Sat Trelleborg volunteer day 

13-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 

15-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 

16-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed 

16-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 

17-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed 

19-Oct Sat Trick or Treat the Trails 

20-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 

23-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed 

23-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 

24-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed 

25-Oct Fri Outdoor movie night 

26-Oct Sat RSO Staff Meeting 

27-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 

30-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed 

30-Oct Wed 
Last Wed Public Trap Shoot 
of Season 

31-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed 

31-Oct Thu 
Deadline for IN Division 
AWARDS submission 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

CHAPTER CALENDAR 


