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Father & Son Create a Heartwarming Scene

- : . While on RSO duty, | observed a heart-
..Dad coaching Sen.on ™ q " - warming scene unfold on the 50-yard
Fort Wayne IWLA Rangegge o line: a father and son, deeply immersed
i inthe art of precision target shooting,
shared an unmistakable bond. Young
Kyle, with a determined focus, shot at
the targets while his father, Joe, offered
guidance, peering through a spotting
scope to provide tips and encourage-
ment. | patiently waited for a lull in their
activity to introduce myself, and |
learned that the duo was Joe and Kyle
Miller.

As our conversation continued, |
discovered that the .22 caliber rifle Kyle
was using held significant sentimental
value; it had been lovingly passed down
from Father to Joe, and now,

“Opa’s” (Grandfather's) rifle had moved
three generations, as Kyle masters its
use. The rich history of this firearm
added a

meaningful layer to their shared experience. T e A ————

The Muller family has been valued members of our chap- proud Dad watching.
ter since July 2021 and reside just three miles away. Re- 3
markably, they had only discovered our chapter
through word of mouth, another example of our Chapter
being Fort Wayne’s “Best Kept Secret”, as well as a testa- -
ment to the power of word of mouth. Kyle, enthusiastic !
and proud, shared that he had been shooting for three ;
years, suggesting to me all of his experience may have
blossomed within the supportive environment of our
IWLA Chapter.

Curious about his passion, | asked Kyle what he enjoyed
most about shooting. With a bright smile, he replied, “/
feel that shooting brings me much peace. Whenever | .
pick up Opa’s rifle and squeeze the trigger, | can feel the &
vibration of the gun, and if | watch closely, | can see the i
bullet in flight. It’s incredibly fun to see my suc-
cess as nine out of ten shots hit the bullseye.” His words
reflected a profound appreciation for target shooting,
deeply rooted in his family's legacy.

Witnessing the joy and connection this family shared while spending time at our Chapter
was genuinely breathtaking. It illuminated the essence of our Chapter’s leadership's focus
on “Family” within our IWLA Chapter. | felt both delighted and honored to play a role in
fostering such moments as an RSO, celebrating the enduring ties that bind families through
shared outdoor experiences.
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PRESIDENTS LETTER

=4 . Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA

17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN

Dear Members,

| hope this letter finds you in good spirits now that summer
is in full swing. The Chapter has been hustling and bustling
with members taking advantage of our amenities.

I'd like to give a huge thank you to Chris Ley and his team
Tippmann Arms for sponsoring our Youth 22 Shoot. We
saw plenty of smiles on everyone’s faces that night! Also, thanks to our Chapter volunteers who put in the
work and made the event possible. We had great feedback from the youth shooters and spectators
alike. Hopefully we can do another one in the near future!

The fish are biting like crazy at Walton Pond this summer. Please take advantage of our Catch & Keep policy
this year and keep any fish under 14” to help with our over population problem.

Primitive campsites are available for members and their guests on a first come, first serve basis. Campsite
registration forms are on the counter in the Chapter house. Please bring cash to submit camping fees.

Please make sure any guests you bring to the Chapter to enjoy our amenities are signed in and the proper
guest fees remitted.

Volunteers make our Chapter the viable asset we’ve all come to enjoy. Our Chapter doesn’t have any paid
staff so it’s crucially important for you as a member pitch in occasionally. We have many different
committees for you to volunteer with. Any help even if only an hour or two at a time is greatly
appreciated.

Please reach out to see where we need additional help and how your skills can help us all.

Signed
espectiplly,
B " @\
r
President

IWLA-FW]

gbows09@yahoo.com
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Shotgun season is in full swing, and our squads
are working hard! The Bishop Dwenger team
shone throughout the 6-week USA Clay Target
League in the spring. The team captured its sec-
ond State title for this league, and our top three
athletes finished 1st, 2nd, and 4th individually.
This is the only league that the Bishop Dwenger
squad participates in as it is a league for High
Schools and not “club teams”. The Dwenger
squad won the Fall league last year and now the
Spring league as well!

Our Carroll team has also been charging forward
this season. A few weeks ago, our boys traveled
to the Indiana Gun Club in Fortville for the SCTP
State Championship. We finished 4™ as a team
due to a rule change that required the team to
be split by age. Under the old rules, we would
have been state runners-up, but rules are rules,

Xander New and Carson Carpenter

- Back to Back Winners of the Highschool =
g Championships K
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. Carson Carpenter, Winner of Jr. Singles, Doubles, and g
Y Handlcap at SCTP Champ|onsh|ps %'
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and we will reclaim our title next year! Individual-
ly, we sealed the Back-to-Back overall Male Cham-
pion when team Captain Carson Carpenter won
the event with a 96/100! Last year, Xander New
and Carson were in a shoot off for Champion, so
Carson has been in the spotlight 2 years in a row!

As a Collegiate shooter, Xander won the Sporting
Clays Championship and took Runner Up in Sin-
gles Trap. Xander will be competing in the Skeet
Championship on June 28" to try and finish off
the Overall Champion title for the three combined
events. As a team, we have not shot much skeet,
but TJ Stuller, one of our youngest teammates,
has stepped up and is going to compete with Xan-
der in the Skeet Championship. With a bit of help
from his Lindenwood connection, TJ was able to
hit 21 or 25 on only his second round ever!

“One of my favorite parts of this team is the age
gaps and how the older athletes coach and en-
courage the younger athletes...it’s something
special to watch!”

July 15" and 19th will be our subsequent battles,
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as the team heads back to the Indiana Gun Club for the AIM and ATA State Championships! The boys are
ready to defend last year’s titles in both events, and we are preparing more space on the trophy shelf...wish us
luck! We will also be traveling to Sparta, lllinois, for the AIM Grand American National Championship in late
July. This will be the team's first trip to Sparta,
where we will see nearly 3,000 young athletes from
across the country competing for a National title,
and we plan to make some noise while we are
there!

We have seen some incredible improvement in our
young athletes this season, and it makes me excited
for the future of our teams!

Xander New Coaching TJ Stuller and Keaton Bowser in Sporting
Clays.

Xander coaching TJ Stuller
on Skeet Range our Chapter.

We want to thank the Fort Wayne Izaak Walton
Chapter for co-sponsoring our teams along with
X-Count and we hope we make you proud!

Alan New
FW Chapter Member & Team Coach
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On Thursday, June 19, our Isaac
Walton chapter proudly hosted a

remarkable youth event focused
on 22 caliber shooting, generously
sponsored by Tippmann Arms and
Auburn Arms.

As the clock struck 6 o’clock, a live-
ly gathering of 29 enthusiastic
young shooters, along with their
parents, filled the East Hall of our
chapter house. The atmosphere
buzzed with excitement, and soon
we found ourselves rearranging
furniture to accommodate the
crowd. We kicked off the evening
with a warm welcome and a brief
overview of the diverse activities
our chapter offers. Representa-
tives from Tippmann Arms took the stage next, sharing insights about their company and introducing Lance,
their world record holder in speed shooting. Lance entertained the audience with a few engaging questions,
capturing the admiration of everyone present.

(Small Bore Youth Community Shoot) Continued on page 5.)
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Following this introduction, our
dedicated chief Range Safety

Officer, Pat White, conducted a
concise yet crucial safety semi-

nar, ensuring all participants Tippman’s Lance, their world record holder in speed
were well-informed and pre- shooting demonstrating his:shooting skills.
pared. Once the formalities con- - ez e .

cluded, it was time to head "=
down to the shooting range.

Some attendees opted to stroll

the path, while others enjoyed a

fun ride on a golf cart, adding to

the jovial spirit of the evening.

Thanks to the generosity of Au-
burn Arms, each young shooter
had access to colorful paper tar-
gets positioned at a 7-yard dis-
tance. Tippmann Arms provided
an impressive selection of 10
high-quality .22 rifles, along with
an ample supply of ammunition.
We are incredibly fortunate to
have the support of these two
outstanding businesses, which
significantly enhanced our
event.

After the initial rounds at the 7-

yard mark and the thrilling chal-

lenge of hitting falling plates on

the pistol side, participants had

the chance to test their skills at

50 yards, aiming to pop balloons

or strike the swinging steel

plates. The highlight of the evening came when Lance graciously allowed every shooter to try out the

very rifle he used to achieve his world records. His short yet captivating demonstration inspired all the young
marksmen, as he radiated warmth and encouragement.

Though Lance set a high bar, the excitement continued with a breathtaking demonstration of a Gatling gun
crafted by Tippmann Arms. The explosive sight of three watermelons shattering into countless pieces
brought gasps of astonishment from the audience, and our chapter volunteers took turns firing at the color-
ful targets. Thankfully, everyone was equipped with ear protection!

As the clock approached 8:30, the exuberant young shooters gathered around the large Tippmann Arms

(Small Bore Youth Community Shoot) Continued on page 7)
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banner for a group photo, capturing the joy of the evening.

Each participant departed with a sweet bag of cotton candy, a % » s N 1.\
delightful reminder of a successful event. 41 n ba‘cﬁ’rd funis
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encourage our members to consider volunteering for future
family-oriented events. Remember, we are a volunteer
organization, and your support makes all the difference.

FASTSIGNS

Fort Wayne South

6646 West Jefferson Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
260-399-6434

www.fastsigns.com/2348 email: 2348@fastsigns.com
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CONFESSIONS OF ABEGINNING
YOUTH TRAP SHOOTER

The first time | ever shot trap was at Fort Wayne
Izaak Walton during the NSSF First Shots
program in August last year. | had never fired a
shotgun before or tried to shoot at clays so |
was a little bit nervous how I’d do. Willingly, |
was still looking forward to taking a try at it
since Izaak Walton has some pretty neat stuff |
always look forward to trying. My dad woke me
up at 7am and loaded up one of his shotguns
for me to use and we were out the door. When
we showed up everyone was super nice and
welcoming which made the experience all the
more exciting. One of the people | met was
Coach Alan New. He gave me a short briefing of
some tips and tricks before we got started. My
anticipation was building and before | knew it |
had shot my first round of trap ever shooting 10
out of 25....much better than the anticipated 0 |
expected. After shooting consecutive rounds |
Keaton Practicing in the FW Chapter Trap Range leam_ed _I had a natural k_naCk,for the S.port and
[ ——— Alan invited me to practice with the Bishop
Dwenger Trap Team. | was flattered being invited to
shoot with a group of shooters way better than I.

Trap shooting is a challenging sport with a high level of difficulty. It’s definitely not as easy as seasoned
shooters make it look but the challenge and being outdoors in different shooting conditions is what makes
it fun.

This year | was invited to shoot with the Carroll Trap
Team. We practice once a week and attend
competitions around the Midwest on the week-

ends. Ourteam even shot sporting clays at the Kokomo
Izaak Walton and it was quite the challenge but a ton
fun.

Each week since last summer I’ve continued to get bet-
ter in my skills and getting more experience under my
belt attending competitions. I’m now averaging 23/25
which “isn’t too bad” from what I’ve heard. If you’ve
never had a chance to break some clays | encourage
you to try it out. Hope to see you around our trap fields
soon!
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Pond Ripples

The SOCK (Summer of Crappie Keeping) protocol is in
effect for our pond this year. We kindly ask that you re-
move any crappie you catch, as this practice is essential
for maintaining a balanced ecosystem in our waters.

Additionally, please ensure that you remove all fish
under 14 inches in length, except for grass carp, as they
are herbivorous and play a key role in restoring the
ecosystem. Thank you for your cooperation!

Currently, we are facing an overpopulation of fish, re-
sulting in fierce competition for the limited food supply
available. Our efforts have included removing invasive
ground plants, using environmentally friendly weed

treatments on the water plant growth, adding the weed
eating grass carp, and introducing minnows to promote
the growth of game fish. We hope to be adding aeria-
tion soon. These initiatives, all by unpaid member vol-
unteers, are a crucial role in aiding Mother Nature fos-
ter a thriving and healthy fish population.

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming fishing
derby on September 6, from 3 PM to 7 PM, where we
look forward to a great day of fishing and community
fun.

For the best fishing experiences in July, don’t forget to
consult the solar lunar fishing tables to identify the peak
days for your July angling adventures.

Please sign in at the Chapter House before entering the
ROPCHAN PRESERVE (Walton Pond area) and ensure
the entrance gate is closed after entering the pond
parking area, as we occasionally have trespassers who
are not Chapter members or their guests. Remember,
there is a guest fee for any non-members that you
might bring with you.

Date Start Subject FOR LATEST
7/14/2025 12:00 PM 1:00 PM Big Brother's & Big Sister's CALENDAR
8/2/2025 2:00 PM 7:30 PM R&P Open
8/2/2025 9:00 AM 1:00 PM Jake's Day DATES 0 R
8/9/2025 10:00 AM 2:00 PM First Shot Rifle & Pistol NSSF Event
8/9/2025 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Paint & Sip REV|S|ONS’
8/16/2025 10:00 AM 11:00 AM Know Your Limits Shooting
8/23/2025 10:00 AM 2:00 PM First Shot Trap & Skeet NSSF Shoot VISIT OUR
9/2/2025 6:30 PM 7:30 PM Pond Committee Meeting
9/6/2025 3:00 PM 7:00 PM Fishing Derby CHAPTE R
9/8/2025 12:00 PM 1:00 PM Food Preservation Series
9/12/2025 5:30 PM 7:30 PM Member Meeting WEBSITE AT
9/13/2025 10:00 AM 12:30 PM Youth Intro to Archery
10/4/2025 10:00AM  |11:00 AM Food Preservation Series - Finale IWLA-FW.ORG
10/4/2025 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Rimfire Championship
10/18/2025 11:00 AM 4:00 PM October Fest
12/5/2025 12:00 PM 1:00 PM Private North Hall Rental



https://www.iwla-fw.org/calendar

Three Members Receive IN Division
Awards For Distinguished Service

At the June
7-8 IWLA IN Divi-
sion Convention
hosted by the
Howard County
(Kokomo)
Chapter, three
members of the

Fort Wayne
Chapter received
- awards for
President Gabe presents award to Zack diSﬁ.ngUiShed
Walter , Chapter Site Manager service.
. Gabe Bowser was

recognized for being personally responsible for significant
improvements to our grounds and buildings. Key initiatives
included grading and expanding the gravel parking lot at Walton
Pond, as well as adding six new primitive campgrounds,
complete with site clearing, fire rings, and rustic tables and
benches. Other notable upgrades include reroofing the trap
house buildings, constructing a large closet area in the East Hall
to conceal filing cabinets and gun safes, and utilizing his skid
steer to clear several acres of invasive honeysuckle, following the
IDNR's identification of a heavy infestation in our wooded areas.

Zack Walter, our site manager, was honored for his long tenure
in this role, particularly for his dedicated efforts in establishing
new flower beds and revitalizing existing ones with native
Indiana Wild Flowers.

Award
recipients Zack

Walter, Jay
Butler, and
Gabe Bowser.
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wrw SoopEanoworks_com Email: coapionoworks@comenst net

Memtber of Fomo Technican Guild -~ Over 23 Yeors of Muwe Education
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DctoPber Fest

The Chapter needs volunteers

fo manage several posts during
the event

Concession Stand
Hot Dog Grill
Face Painting
Bouncy Hous
Kids Craft
Plant Sales
Membership
Raffle
Hay Ride
Fishing
Archery
Parking Shuttle

Date: October 18

Time: T1am - 4pm
Email:
melissadoepke@gmail.com



mailto:melissadoepke@gmail.com?subject=October%20Fest
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Small Bore Precision Shooting

In a breathtaking display of precision and skill, Todd Chiddister, former rimfire champion from 2024, re-
claimed his crown at the Semi-Annual Rimfire Championship by securing his second title. With remarkable
accuracy at both the 50 and 100-yard ranges, Chiddister put forth a stellar performance that left spectators
in awe and etched his name further into the annals of competitive shooting. His triumphant achievement

marks a significant milestone, adding a prestigious second notch to his impressive belt of accomplish-
ments..

The six finalists in the competition held on June 21*" were:
Todd Chiddister 247 & 221 Total 468 10 bullseyes
Kevin Briner 248 & 206 Total 454 8 Bullseyes
Mark Ceccarelli 227 & 223 Total 450 3 Bullseyes
James Holman 236 &186 Total 422 2 Bullseyes
Myron Reed 240 & 108 Total 347 2 Bullseyes
Steve McNew Withdrew due to a rifle malfunction.

Todd was awarded a 50/50 split of total entry fees with the chapter.

Patrick White
Chief Range Safety Officer

=

2025 Sméle Bore Precision
Shooting Finalist




Four members of our FW Chapter Board represented
the Chapter at the Convention. Kim Russell, Vice Presi-
dent of the Division, chaired the meeting in the ab-
sence of President Jim Buiter, who was unwell.

The focus of this report is on key business discussions
that are expected to have a significant impact on the
Fort Wayne Chapter. Notable points are highlighted,
focusing on their implications for Fort Wayne Chapter
initiatives.

ELECTION: In the election for Division Officers, Jim
Buiter was re-elected in a landslide election. Addition-
ally, Jay Butler was elected chair of the Division Execu-
tive Board.

BYLAWS: Revisions were approved to update a sec-
tion of the Division Bylaws to ensure compliance with
the National IWLA Bylaws.

GUEST SPEAKERS: The Fort Wayne Chapter, under the
ership of President Gabe Bowser and Treasurer Melissa Doepke, recently presented a
PowerPoint presentation detailing significant improvements made within the Chapter. Key en-
hancements included upgrades to both the grounds and buildings, renovations of the hall, im-
provements to parking lots, and the adoption of digital methods for bookkeeping and communica-
tion.

This transition to digital practices involved the implementation of online payment systems and
event registration systems, the extensive use of Mailchimp for communications, and substantial
updates to the Chapter's website. Notable features of the new website include options for online
payments and registrations, an automated phone line that directs calls to chapter leaders, and a
system for automatically forwarding email inquiries to the relevant chapter leaders. These im-
provements aim to streamline operations and enhance engagement with Chapter leadership with
both members and non-members.

ATTENDANCE AT NATIONAL CONVENTION: Recognizing the importance of immersing younger Di-
vision and Chapter members in the IWLA culture, the Division appointed Fort Wayne Chapter lead-
ers Dillon Rippenger and Zac Taylor to fill Division delegate spots for Convention attendance in
Green Bay, WI, replacing Division Officers who are unable to attend this year.

DIVISION YOUTH CAMP: Since the Ft. Wayne Chapter had no participants in an essay contest that
offered attendance at the Division Youth Camp as a prize, a cash donation was made to support the
camp.

KOKOMO CHAPTER TOURS: Members of the Kokomo Chapter graciously took convention attend-

ers on tours showing the chapter's extensive Sporting Clay range that is one of Indiana’s top region-
al Sporting Clay facilities.

FW CHAPTER TO HOST DIVISION: The FW Chapter will be hosting the March meeting of the IN Di-
vision Board in March 2026.
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MEMBER BEHAVIOR

This is a reminder for all members regarding our
Chapter’s policies. Please note that our chapter is ex-
clusively for members. If you wish to bring guests, a
guest fee will apply. We also offer options for Group
Rentals, which provide access to select amenities
within our chapter.
As a family-oriented organization, we expect all
members to adhere to our Bylaws and conduct
themselves respectfully and appropriately in
accordance with our Bylaws:
BYLAW 5, Section 1: Any Person of

Good Character who subscribes to and

believes in the objectives and purposes of this

organization, and who is and who complies

with the admission requirements of the

League will be eligible to apply for

membership in the Fort Wayne Chapter of

The Izaak Walton League of America."

BYLAW 5, Section 5: Any Member, Who By
his/her Conduct Violates the letter or spirit of
the By-Laws, or Rules of this Chapter, or of
the National or State organization, may be
expelled from (Chapter) membership by a
2/3rds vote of the Board at a regular Board
meeting, or a special Board meeting called
for that purpose, providing that the accused
has been given fourteen (14) days' notice of

HAPPENING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER

ARCHERY

¥ MARCH - SEPTEMBER

3rd Saturday each Month
9am - 3pm

» MEMBER FEE: $5
» GUEST FEE: $10
» Ages 12 & Under for free
20+ TARGETS €

TARGETS IN WOODED AREA «
Crossbows & Broadheods - Not Permitted

Emodl Questions:

amareb3Bl0@gmail.com

the proposed action by registered mail and is
given an opportunity to be heard by the
Board. All charges against any member must
be supported by a written and signed
document detailing the alleged violation(s)" .

During a suspension of membership privileges, any
member of the Fort Wayne Chapter of the Izaak
Walton who engages in loud or disruptive behavior or
who participates in exchanges characterized by anger
or profanity with another member shall be subject to
disciplinary actions. These actions may include
potential suspension or revocation of membership for
the individual and their family, per the established
Bylaws.

Also, we have, unfortunately, encountered issues with
older (Over 16) youth from family memberships who
have not paid guest fees for non-member campers,
“trashed” our camping areas, and destroyed Chapter
property. We take such matters very seriously and will
enforce a zero-tolerance policy. Continued miscon-
duct may result in the forfeiture of membership.

Our Chapter belongs equally to all members, and each
deserves to be treated with respect and tolerance.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Chapter Board of Directors

TRAP & SKEET
OPEN SHOOT

EVERY WEDNESDAY
S IOP-DARK

EVERY SUNDAY



