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Chapter Inaugurates Kayaking
As a Chapter Amenity.

Our Chapter is truly fortunate to
be graced by one of
Indiana's three designated
scenic streams, which
gracefully meanders through our
picturesque property. In a
wonderful embrace of this
natural treasure, our Board has
decided to fully celebrate its
beauty.

The inaugural organized kayaking
event proved to be a resounding
success, even as the brisk weather
added a refreshing crispness to the
air, captured beautifully in the
accompanying photographs.

(Kayaking Event Continued on Page 2)




the Fort Wayne Chapter Page 2

VISIT Our
FINE
ADVERTISERS

(;arri% e

o Realtor | Broker
(260) 310 5037

%= RE/MAX

\Stcxﬂcn Alig‘"& Bfake__-(]

3607 North Wells Strest  Fort Usyne, Indana 45504
Stemenalignandtirake com
Stemenalignandbrake@pmail com
(280)a63-4030

Psono Teming, Clooning, Repairing and Evals

(dep-kee)

RP.T. - (555 8acK)
260-417-1298

wrw soopEanoworks_com Email: coapionoworks@comenst net
Memtber of Fomo Technican Guild -~ Over 235 Yeors of Muse Education

FASTSIGNS

Fort Wayne South

6646 West Jefferson Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
260-399-6434

(Kayaking Event Continued on Page 3) www.fastsigns.com/2348 email: 2348@fastsigns.com
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401 West Auburn Dr.
Auburn, IN 46706

260-413-6148
auburnarms2é gmail.com

TRAP & SKEET |
OPEN SHOOT /6

EVERY WHONESDAY
5300 DANK

EVERY SUNDAY

$ O0A-100°P

See wildlife and nature he as it appeared
hundreds of years ago!

(Kayaking Event Continued on Page 4)



the Fort Wayne Chapter Page 4

See life as it is today as you
cruise under Interstate 69
Bridges.

(Kayaking Event C ued on Page 5)
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From the Coldwater Road access point,
our adventurous kayakers had the
exhilarating option to float all the way to
the Tonkle Rd. take-out, traversing a
distance of approximately two miles.
They had a choice to conclude their
leisurely journey at Auburn Road,
nestled near our eastern property line,
and at Tonkle Road, or could have
cruised all the way to the Leo takeout at
Route 1.

Thanks to the generous loan of kayaks,
this thrilling experience blossomed into
reality. We hope to enhance this
adventure by acquiring chapter kayaks
through donations. When acquired,
these kayaks will be carefully stored on a
specially designed kayak frame located
conveniently across from the Chapter
House for effortless access and will be
available for all members to enjoy, so
keep an eye out for exciting updates as
we further develop this initiative.

HAPPENING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER

MARCH - SEPTEMBER

3rd Saturday each Month
9am - 3pm

» MEMBER FEE: $5
» GUEST FEE:  $10
» Ages 12 & Under for free

20+ TARGETS €

TARGETS IN WOODED AREA «
Crossbows & Broadheods - Not Permitted

Emodl Questions:

amareb3Bl0@gmail.com

RIFFLE=PISTOL:
RANGE |
Rifle Range
50 and 100 yards.
Pistol Range
7.15, and 25 yards.

~ Ing - the ote shooting
‘ Range Safety Officers on e & coter Lo beginners

duty when range is open oned axpart shootars!

- Metal Targets o s
' Rifie & Pistol Range S ses

MEMBERS ONLY -

Members “"Guest” -
$10.00 Fee
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PRESIDENTS LETTER

Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA

17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN

c HAPTER D N TH E M DVE! It’s been an eventful month at the Chapter, brimming with

activities, and we have even more exciting plans for the
warmer months ahead. We're eager to invite additional
member volunteers for a variety of upcoming events. If
you have a few hours to spare and want to contribute to
making these gatherings memorable, please don't hesitate
to reach out to us.

In a recent scheduling update, our much-anticipated Sum-

merfest event, originally slated for June 7th, has been

postponed to October 18th. We are looking for enthusias-

tic volunteers to help ensure this vibrant afternoon of fes-
tivities goes off without a hitch.

On May 17th, our CRSO and dedicated volunteer staff held a training session for new RSOs. Nine fresh faces
joined our RSO community, marking twenty-five new RSOs in the past three months. It was heartening to
witness these newcomers stepping up to volunteer at our rifle and Pistol Range (R&P).

Our trap and skeet manager is actively seeking a few members who can occasionally supervise our open
shoots on Wednesday evenings or Sunday mornings.

Moreover, if there's anyone who enjoys mowing, we could use your help maintaining the beauty of our
chapter grounds.

Mark your calendars for June 14th, as the NWTF will host their annual Women in the Outdoors event, taking
place across our picturesque Chapter grounds. If you're interested in participating, please visit their website
to register.

On June 21st, join us for the Chapter’s 22 Rimfire Championship at the R&P range, featuring an exciting
50/50 pot. For more specifics, please check our website or visit our Facebook page.

We've received several concerns regarding vehicles speeding along the Chapter driveway, so this is a friendly
reminder to all members that the speed limit is set at 5 mph. With the abundance of wildlife and members
frequently walking across and alongside the driveway, adherence to this speed limit is crucial for safety.

We’re looking forward to seeing you around the Chapter!

espectiplly,

r

President
IWLA-FW|
gbows09@yahoo.com



mailto:gbows09@yahoo.com
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May has been a vibrant and bustling month at our
Chapter, marked by the delightful experience of
hosting our inaugural Homeschool Day. We wel-
comed a lively group of 46 children from Allen
County and beyond, who together embarked on
an exciting day brimming with activities such as
archery, fishing, hiking, and planting native Indi-
ana flora. The participants varied in age from 5 to
15 years old, ensuring that there was something
enjoyable for everyone.

Many of the children were experienc-
ing archery and fishing for the first
time, their faces lit up with curiosity
and eagerness as they embraced the
chance to learn new skills. The joy and
enthusiasm radiating from the
attendees was palpable, and we were
thrilled to receive an abundance of
glowing 5-star feedback from both kids
and parents alike.

(Home Schooling Event Continued on Page 8)




Little Man ..... Big Goat!

Old Friends ... New
Friends

nued on Page 9)
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Easter Family Gathering At Chapter
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Carroll Trap Team Does Well At Indiana
Zone Championship

Sponsored by Ft Wayne IWLA & X-Count

Last weekend, the dedicated members of the Carroll High
School Trap Squad, proudly co-sponsored by the Ft Wayne
Chapter of the IWLA and X-Count, made their way to the St.
Joe Conservation Club for the exhilarating Indiana Northern
Zone Championship. Team Captain Carson Carpenter show-
cased remarkable skill and determination, clinching victory in
not just one, but three events: the Junior Singles, Doubles, and
Handicap competitions.

As a cohesive unit, the squad, consisting of Carson, Trevin Carpenter, Evan Vanauken, Tyler Reedy-White,
and Keaton Bowser, fought hard and ultimately secured the distinguished runner-up title. Despite facing
challenging conditions with biting winds and frigid temperatures, the boys demonstrated outstanding
sportsmanship and resilience. They are now eagerly anticipating the opportunity to compete in warmer
weather, where they can truly shine.

Congratulations to the team on a fantastic showing! We are immensely proud of your achievements!

Above is Team Captain Carson Carpenter with
trophy’s for winning Junior Singles, Doubles, and
Handicap competitions. And to the right is team
members Evan Vanauken and Keaton Bowser at
practice on our Trap Range.
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. \]u‘J 04° SALE
. Automatic Winchester  Chapter Selling Vintage
.+ Western Trap Skeet .

‘ ~ Machine Trap Equipment

$400 / each
or0.8.0
For More Information Contact:

Click to Email Dillon

Have You Noticed Our Chapter House
Improvements

Over the last two and a half years, we have been
fundraising for renovations for the Chapter House.

Prior to the recent renovation, there had been few to no

FUNDRAISER UPDATE

AS OF 5/20/2025 updates to the Chapter House in decades. Thanks to the

We thank all donors for thelr generosityt

generosity of our Members, we have raised $22,502.
Work Completed Working on NOW e . .
e Ha;i;g,’“;;a‘{e’d "_‘;“a'na,cgap’éa“u;,‘oom Additionally, we received donations from Members do-

Do ;‘:;:f"e“e nating personal labor and supplies, and some members
Painted . . .
:,;cl;e Partition, ete who own businesses have paid the labor costs of their

» North Hall Painted . .
s Upiinel s Moe To- Cotne] employees working on our renovations!

« Chapter House Painted
« Tables Painted

Our volunteers are finishing the updates to our

g S ’ restrooms and kitchenette as we write this article. We
S ppiies Inbor . .
ENEEY | dcantmndiamndu are very pleased to have a handicapped accessible bath-

Donation Website

room! We are very grateful for all the donations

and our retirees who have been generous with their donations out of their pre-tax retirement

accounts!

We hope to increase the rentals with all the improvements, from Members and non-Members. The increased
rentals will help with the ongoing maintenance of the Chapter House. We know we are faced with replacing

the roof and upgrading the septic system. S0, any continued donations are appreciated!



mailto:dillonripperger@yahoo.com?subject=Trap%20&%20Skeet%20Machine
mailto:dillonripperger@yahoo.com?subject=Trap%20&%20Skeet%20Machine
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Chapter Youth Introductory
Archery Class

The Archery range
experienced an
exhilarating month,
highlighted by our
inaugural Youth
Intro to Archery
event. We
welcomed an
enthusiastic group
of young archers,
who quickly trans-
formed from
beginners to
confident shooters,
as they moved from
shooting bullseyes
to successfully
hitting 3D targets
left and right by the
lesson's end. Their
eagerness for future opportunities was palpable, and the instructors were especially thrilled to witness the
radiant smiles and sense of achievement as the students, especially the very young progressed.

As we set our sights on the upcoming fall introductory archery event scheduled for September 13th,
excitement builds for both returning participants and newcomers alike. This event promises to offer fresh
challenges for our seasoned archers while also catering to the essential skills of our first-timers. Be sure to
keep an eye on our Facebook page, as registration for the next event will open in August.

Should you have any questions, feel free to reach out to our dedicated archery manager, Anne, at
amarieb3810@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see everyone at the range!



mailto:amarieb3810@gmail.com
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Have you visited our website lately? If not, we
encourage you to visit periodically. Like our physical
ground improvements, we are gradually improving our
website and social media postings. Our society is going
digital, and we need to provide information in a media
form so our Members and the Public can access it to
learn about IWLA. One of the current improvements
is adding the interactive chapter calendar!

When you enter the Calendar page, you will see all
activities in the Chapter. At the top of the monthly
calendar, you will note there are categories: Archery,
Rifle & Pistol, Trap & Skeet, Youth Activities, Water/
Fishing, Chapterhouse, and Chapter Events. As the
event enters the calendar, we assign categories. Why
are we doing this? To make it easier for our members,
they can sort and see only the activities they are look-
ing for at the time!

If you want to see only Archery, you can click on Ar-
chery, and only Archery events show up. If you are

. looking for activities for your kids, click on Youth Activi-
o ties.

X ~~:'.‘;§‘£,
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A Jﬁ;\g If you want information about the activity, click on the
individual event, and a window will appear. This will

provide additional information, including registration, cost, etc. Including whether it is members only,

member/guest, or the public is welcome to the event. We are currently using Google for registration.

To use the registration, you may need to register with Google to gain access to the
registration forms. Itis a one-time registration.

As with all new things, some adjustments may occur as we roll things out. We ask for feedback and
appreciate your patience. As with all work of the Chapter, this is being maintained by volunteers.

.“ Izaak Walton 43.
S{UY\W/ We apologize for the oversight regarding our January

Ry f%t Planning Meeting where we set key chapter dates.

0 Unfortunately, our scheduled Summer Fest date
conflicts with the IWLA Indiana Division 2025
Convention.

This is particularly significant as several of our
Chapter members will be honored with awards for
their unwavering commitment to IWLA and our
Chapter.
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RIMFIRE
Championship

Q Sign-in starts at 9:30am

Q $10 per person
50/50 Split for winner
QO Rifle must be under $1250 MSRP
with original barrel and action
QO 50yrd and 100yrd

QO Members Only JUNE |
: ¢ 10:00am
saTurpAY | )] | e

2029 '

YOUTH .22L

Sponsered by SRR
B B L[“Hh
ARMS ./ AU
Safe gun handiing. operation, and shooting fundamentals.
Generous amount of range time and learn to shoot small
22LR caliber rifles.
We will supply firearms during the event.
All equipment, Firearms and Ammunitions, will be supplied
for the event.
A fun but important learning experience for young

Certified Range Safety
Officers Teaching & Monitoring

17100 Griffin Rd
Huntertown, IN

wia-tw.org

Email Questions tor
M)
ftwayneia hotmall.com

@Ma-fn.on
Click to Register Click to Register

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DATE DAY | START TIME | END TIME EVENT
6/14/2025 SAT 9:00AM  5:00 PMWomen in the Outdoors Event
6/19/2025 THU 5:30PM  8:30 PMR&P Youth .22LR Shoot
6/21/2025THU 9:30 AM 12:00 PM R&P Rimfire Championship Competition

7/14/2025 MON 12:00PM  1:00 PMBig Brother's & Big Sister's Shoot

8/2/2025 SAT 2:00PM  7:00 PMR&P Closed until 2:00PM

8/2/2025 SAT 9:00AM  1:00 PM Jake's Day NWTF Youth Shoot

8/9/2025 SAT 12:00PM  1:00 PMRIifle and Pistol NSSF Event

8/9/2025 SAT 5:00PM  6:30 PMPaint & Sip Event at Chapter House
8/16/2025 SAT 10:00 AM 11:00 AM R&P Know Your Limits Shooting Competition
8/23/2025 SAT 12:00PM  1:00 PMT&S NSSF Shoot

9/6/2025 SAT 10:00 AM  2:00 PM Fishing Derby

9/8/2025MON 12:00PM  1:00 PMFood Preservation Series
9/12/2025 FRI 5:30PM  7:30 PM Chapter Member Meeting & Election
9/13/2025 SAT 10:00 AM  12:30 PM Youth Introduction to Archery
10/4/2025 SAT 10:00 AM 11:00 AM Food Preservation Series - Finale
10/4/2025 SAT 9:00AM 11:00 AMR&P Rimfire Championship Competition

10/18/2025 SAT 11:00AM  4:00 PM October Fest



https://forms.gle/8U8ct4S2YuvSd3sDA
https://forms.gle/ZBuNnGJdrkSoMLoVA
https://forms.gle/jrLGizK3aXtKtsWx7
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EAVE FAWNS BE

KEEP WILDLIFE WILD

White-talled deer fawns are born in late May to early
June each year. It Is common for mother deer to use
yards, parks, and other places in towns or cities as
bedding areas for their fawns

During the first few weeks of their life, fawns
often hide by themselves and stay motionless to
avoid predators while the mother is away, looking
for food. If you find a fawn alone ..

YOU CAN HELP!

- Indiana Department

« Give it space and leave the area. ts mother is

likely nearby. She 15 less likefy to return if people
and/or their pets are lingering

« Confirm that a fawn is truly injured or orphanad

before acting. Signs may include obvious
wounds or injuries, a large number of insects
covering the bady, breathing difficulty, disrrhea,

Linger or Jet your pets linger around fawns. This
may attract predators

« Allow yourself or pets to come between a mother

and her fawn. Mothers will protect their young

+ Move or keep the fawn, While well intentioned,

this can harm the deer in the long term

of Natural Resources

+ A fawn's best chance of survival is with

ar If you have seen the mother killed
its mothet

« If you find an injured fawn, consider letting the
ciecle of life take its course, as difficult as that may
be. Sometimes wildlife can survive even when
that potential is not immediately apparant

« It is unlawiful to keep deer without
proper permits

« Only when absolutely necessary
should a fawn be taken to a wildiife
rehabilitator. Contact the rehabilitator
for guidance before intervening. A list of
permitted rehabilitators can be found at

on.IN govikeepwidlifewlld

« Restassured that a healthy fawn will move afong
in a few weooks

Longtime chapter member Darryll Fish proudly
stands beside his latest wood duck box, one of
about forty-five that he meticulously maintains
throughout the Greater Fort Wayne area. This
particular box is nestled in the serene marsh-
land of the Beaver Pond, adjacent to our Walton
Pond, surrounded by the gentle sounds of
nature. Tall grasses sway softly in the breeze,
and vibrant wildflowers add splashes of color to
the landscape, creating an ideal habitat for the
wood ducks. Darryll's dedication to these
nesting sites reflects his passion for wildlife
conservation and his commitment to fostering a
thriving ecosystem in this beautiful setting.




