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The Cedar Creek Corridor spans an enchanting 
twenty miles, winding gracefully from Auburn, 
Indiana, to the stream’s confluence with the St. 
Joseph River near Leo-Cedarville, Indiana. This 
picturesque stretch of water be-
tween Coldwater and Auburn 
Roads is closely associated with 
Tom and Jane Dustin, two of the 
most renowned members of the 
Fort Wayne Chapter and the 
Izaak Walton League. Actively 
involved at the Chapter, State, 
and National levels, Dustin’s 
made significant contributions to 
Conservation Stewardship in In-
diana.  Today, their residence, 
situated just west of the chap-
ter, serves as the headquarters 
of Acres Land Trust, an   organi-
zation they co-founded, and 
our Chapter’s IDNR preserved 
land adjoins that of Acres to the 
west of our chapter property. 
Majestically perched atop an 80-foot ravine 
in northern Allen County, their home offers a 
view of the serene creek below, epitomizing 
their deep commitment to preserving this 
natural treasure. 

The river flows for approximately 20 miles 
from its headwaters in Auburn and traverses 
an area known as Cedar Canyons in a south-
easterly direction. This region is distinguished 
by its glacier-cut valley walls, which rise 70 to 

80 feet high as it passes through the Izaak 
Walton property, creating a striking contrast 
with the surrounding flat landscape.  

Indiana has only three waterways chosen  
under the state's Natural, Scenic, and             
Recreational River System, which was                     
approved by the Indiana General Assembly in 
1973. Notable among these are portions of 
the Blue River, Wildcat Creek and Cedar 
Creek. Cedar Creek stretches from river mile 
13.7 to its confluence with the St. Joseph            
River and is recognized for its scenic river 
beauty. This designation  underscores the 
stream's importance for    various  outdoor 
recreational  pursuits, making it a            valu-

able resource for both resi-
dents and visitors. 

Much of the northern part 
stretches to the northwest 
between  Auburn and 
Coldwater Roads and is 
owned by IWLA and Acres 
Land Trust, as the stream 
gracefully meanders toward 
its confluence with the St. 
Joseph River.  South of the 
Auburn Road bridge a 
stream segment is elegantly                     
bordered on both sides by 
the Izaak Walton Chapter 
property, as well as both 
sides north of the bridge and 

bordered by Griffin and  Cedar Canyon Roads. 
. This enchanting area, part of the Fort 
Wayne Chapter’s land holdings, has been ap-
pointed as a natural forest preserve, meticu-
lously kept under the protective stewardship 
of the Indiana Department of Natural  Re-
sources (IDNR). Rigid    regulations are in 
place to ensure the area is still pristine and 
untouched by human interference—
illustrated by the guiding principle: “If a tree 
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This is an  official publication 
of the Fort Wayne Chapter of 
The Izaak Walton League of 
America and All Rights are 
Reserved. 
 
 

 
If You Have A Kayak 

Sitting around taking 
up space in your              

garage, please think 
about donating it to 
the chapter.  Contact 
our Vice President, 

Gabe Bowser at 
Email: 

gbows09@yahoo. com 
or Cell  

(260) 797 4050. 
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falls, leave it natural.” 

Here, the serene 
beauty of nature 
thrives uninterrupt-
ed, inviting reflection 
and appreciation for 
the wild.  Gabe and 
Zack floated our             
section of the river 
this past Fall and   
reported,  “With its 
high bluffs, both deep 
and shallow spots, 
punctuated with rap-
ids, it is very beauti-
ful.” 

Our property extends 
on both sides of the 
stream south of the 
Auburn Bridge, where an island is visible from the bridge. The 
natural streambed flows to the left of the island, and blocked by 
a huge log jam—possibly an acre or more of large trees—that is 
blocking the stream.  

However, to the right of the island, a small channel is still open, 
providing access to the section of the stream between Auburn 

and Tonkle Roads.  The November 3, 1975, Cedar Creek Scenic 
River Designation Document by the IDNR states “It is                 
Recommended that the local management responsibility for     

VISIT Our            

FINE                       

ADVERTISERS 

Original stream bed covered with a huge log jam covering about 
an acre downstream on the North side of the island, but  the 

South side of the island, has a narrow cut through the log      
debris and can be improved, opening egress to Tonkle Rd. 
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access sites be transferred to the local Chapter of the Izaak Wal-
ton League, utilizing a lease arrangement similar to that used in 
the fishing access program.”  Currently, this 1975 note and later 
decision are lost to history, and the current Board of Directors of 
the Chapter has not investigated. 

Our plans for this summer planning 1) a Chapter kayak day 

from Coldwater South to the Auburn Bridge, and, secondarily, 
2) adding kayaking to the amenities offered by our chapter. We 
are actively seeking donations of any kayaks from members 
who may have one available. Our dream is to have these kay-
aks secured at the Chapter and accessible for members to re-
serve and sign out for scenic river adventures as part of our 
chapter's amenities.  
 

Your efforts will help create a more accessible and enjoyable ex-
perience for all paddlers. If you’d like to lend a hand, please 
reach out to Gabe Bowser at the email or phone number listed. 
Your contribution can make a significant difference for years to 
come. 

Stay tuned. We hope to have this initiative up and running by 
this coming summer.  

SEE YOUR BUSINESS OR     
FAMILY SUPPORT AD HERE 

FOR A VERY REASONABLE  
ANNUAL RATE. 

Our magazine subscription has over 

a thousand readers.  See our sub-
scription form on the last page of 

our FW Chapter NEWS Magazine. 

If you know of or have a kayak that is no longer    being 
used, please contact Gabe Bowser at Email 
gbows09@yahoo.com or cell 260-797-4050. 

If you're passionate about kayaking and improving the 
small  kayak opening on the south side of the island,             
consider dedicating a Saturday this Spring, to improving the 
narrow kayak opening.   Let Gabe hear from you. 



                       PRESIDENTS LETTER 

Woody Woodling 

Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA 
17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN 
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Winter weather in February curtailed many of the events for our Chapter.  The T&S and R&P 
Ranges were closed for several days due to temperatures below 26 degrees.  The lane coming 
into the Chapter House has a layer of ice that makes for cautious driving.  We are all looking for-
ward to better weather.   
 
March is around the corner and improvements in the weather will get everyone back outdoors 
enjoying some warmth and activity.  The T&S on Wednesdays will begin on March 12.  The 3D 
shoots will begin on March 15 and every 3rd Saturday each month through September. 
 
In addition, on March 22 we will be looking for volunteers to help with invasive plant removal.  
That is a great opportunity to see some of the new trails at the Pond as well as get down along 
Cedar Creek and see the beauty of the areas that our established Preserves provide, that most 
people never get to see. 
 
An important date to make an earmark is March 28, which will be our Spring Members 
Meeting.  This is every member’s opportunity to get updated on what is happening in the Chap-
ter and to ask questions or make suggestions.  The meeting begins at 6:30. There will be some 
time prior to the business meeting to socialize.  Stay tuned for more information. Out of a 
membership of over 500 members we are lucky to get 10% attendance.  I encourage you to 
attend. I guarantee you will learn things you are unaware of and will appreciate. 
 
On January 25 the Board of Directors met for our annual planning meeting. We set many goals 
for 2025.  One that I expect you’ll see soon is a Member Survey.  It will be a digital survey that 
you can easily respond to, and the results will give the Board an understanding of any improve-
ments we can make and where we should set priorities.  I hope you’ll respond to the survey. 
 
In the Walton Pond area, the marsh is starting to intrude on our marsh trails.  The cause is a 
beaver dam.  Efforts are underway to trap the beavers so the dam can be destroyed and pre-
vent the flooding of the area. So far, the beavers have been too wise, but with perseverance the 
critters should be apprehended.  It’s unfortunate that we must take these measures to protect 
the land.  Nature requires balance and how that is accomplished isn’t always popular with eve-
ryone. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of our members out enjoying the activities available at our Chap-
ter property.  May each of you be blessed with happiness and joy as you go about your daily 
life. 
             

                                                                                                                                           

President, FW Chapter—IWLA 
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Some exciting things are happening in our Archery 
Shooting Sports.  The Chapter’s archery season is kicking 
off on March 15, 2025!  If you are new to the Chapter or 
the sport of archery, come check out the 3D archery 
shooting on the 3rd Saturday of each month through Oc-
tober.  We will be alternating courses throughout the 
woodlands surrounding the main campus, and this year, 
we will also be having courses in the woods surrounding 
the pond and meadow area! 
 

For those unfamiliar with 3D archery, archers follow a 
trail through the woods, stopping occasionally to shoot at 
a foam, life-like animal target placed at an unknown dis-
tance.   The Chapter has approximately 20 targets rang-
ing from bobcats to deer, pig, bear, elk and even an alli-
gator!   That's one of the great things about shooting at a 
3D target over a standard traditional target.  3D targets 
allow a shooter to practice real-world hunting scenarios 
while aiming at lifelike targets.   
 

If you are a bowhunter, 3D archery gives shooters some-
thing to look forward to outside of the hunting season. If 
you are simply an archery enthusiast, 3D archery is a 
great way to get outdoors, fellowship with other archers, 
and sharpen your archery skills.  After a long winter slum-
ber, our 3D shoots on March 15th and 7 shoots are 
planned for 2025. Hours are 9am until 3pm.  This year we 
reduced the fee for members to $5 per person. Non-
members are still $10 and children 12 & under are FREE.  
 

The archery committee is 
pleased to announce we 
applied to the IWLA State 
Division and received a 
grant to purchase archery 
equipment. The grant 
provided us with nine 
bows and five dozen ar-
rows.  We are excited to 
give our Chapter youth 
and beginning archers a 
chance to get out to our 
archery range and try it 
out.    
 

We will be putting on Youth Introduction to Archery 
events this year. These events are open to all ages inter-
ested in archery.  We will soon send out an email and 
post on social media how to sign up for these upcoming 
events on May 10th  &         

September 6th! 
 

                                                                                                   
We hope you can come out and hone your archery skills 
this year!   

 
Ann Bowser 

Archery Manager & 
Board Member 

ARCHERY AT THE CHAPTER 

WE WILL BE                      

OFFERING YOUTH 

ARCHERY                      

TRAINING FOR   

MEMBER                          

FAMILIES,                            

BEGINNING THIS 

SPRING. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION,                    

CONTACT ANNE BOWSER AT 

EMAIL:  amarieb3810@gmail.com 
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Indiana Senate Bill 193 To Tighten  Inspection Schedule 
Of Indiana Concentrated  Animal Feeding                                   

Operations (CAFOs)!” 
Throughout the years, your editor has penned a variety 
of articles exploring the profound implications of        
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) on the 
conservation of Indiana's precious soil, air, and water  
resources, writing as Editor of the award-winning IWLA 
IN-Div. letter and the FW Chapter NEWS magazine.  

Presently, the state is home to approximately 1,750 of 
these industrial-scale farms. A concentrated farming      
operation is characterized by its significant livestock   
density, with a minimum threshold of 700 mature dairy 
cows, 1,000 veal calves, 2,500 weighing over 55 pounds, 
or 10,000 swine under that weight. Additionally, the cri-
teria extend to 10,000 sheep or lambs, 55,000   turkeys, 
or 82,000 laying hens.  And the number grows exponen-
tially for Concentrated Animal Farm Operations (CAFOs, 
commonly called Factory farms). 

The word "concentrated" effectively captures the nature 
of these operations, emphasizing the enormous volume 
of manure produced compared to traditional, smaller-
scale family farms of days gone by. For example,              
yesterday’s small farm might have just 6-8 dairy cows or 
10-15 hogs and maybe 20 chickens on the same plot of 
ground holding several thousand animals in today’s 
CAFO.  Yesterday’s farming left a very minor manure 
footprint compared to the vast quantities produced by 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs). This 
dramatic increase in animal density raises important 
questions about the sustainability and conservation 
stewardship of agricultural practices in Indiana. Manure 
contributes to the formation of nitrates, which severely 
impact the purity of the state’s watersheds, creating           
invertebrate and fish kills and algae blooms such as 
those experienced on our Walton Pond. Brian Doepke 
and his committee have made measurable progress in 
clearing our pond’s water, and our chapter under Presi-
dent Woody Woodling, has implemented an active 
stream monitoring program at approximately twenty-
five locations in the rural area surrounding our chapter. 

Our state has made commendable efforts in creating        
legislation to regulate Concentrated Animal Feeding               

Operations (CAFOs). However, there is a longstanding 
issue with insufficient field staff for monitoring                 
compliance with these regulations. On average,                      
inspections in Indiana occur only once every five years. 
The state  primarily takes a reactive approach,               
addressing  complaints after significant  damage may 
have already been done to our soil and water, rather 
than focusing on proactive inspections on a more 
frequent basis. 

The Indiana Environmental Department             
describes their CFO monitoring on their              
website as:  “The CFO Compliance staff             
conducts routine and complaint-based                 
inspections to assure compliance with                
operational requirements in the rules.  (E.g. 

Once every five years and being reactive instead of proactive 
inspections – Editor note.)  

“New farms may receive an initial                    
compliance assistance visit and will be                 
inspected at least once in their first year of 
operation.  The Enforcement Section staff 
follows up with an enforcement action when 
a CFO has a serious or unresolved violation.  

(E.g. Once the conservation damage has been done. –                 
Editor’s note) .” 

Our state legislature has recognized the need for tighter 
inspection schedules due to lobbying efforts from various 
conservation and environmental groups. This month, 
Senate Bill 193 originally aimed to require annual                
inspections of all confined feeding operations (CFOs) to 
enhance oversight and promote environmental                    
stewardship within the industry. However, on February 
6th, before the bill progressed to the full chamber, the 
Senate Environmental Affairs Committee made a                 
significant amendment. They reduced the inspection               
frequency to two inspections over a five-year period. 
This adjustment reflects a compromise that seeks to bal-
ance regulatory oversight with the operational realities 
of CFOs. It also indicates the strength of lobbying opposi-
tion from the Indiana Farm Bureau, and the Indiana Pork  
Producers Association.    



LOOKING FOR THE 
PERFECT GIFT? 

Why not give a membership in 
one of Fort Wayne’s greatest                  

outdoor family venues? 

 Birthdays? 
 Anniversaries? 
 A gift for any occasion? 

See page ___ for more information and 
our order form on the last page of this 
issue. 
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Buildings and Grounds is actively seeking additional 
members to assist with various initiatives. We have 
planned multiple projects for the upcoming spring 
and summer seasons aimed at enhancing our facili-
ties and grounds. Individuals with skills in lawn 
maintenance, landscaping, campsite upkeep, trail 
maintenance, or construction are encouraged to 
reach out and offer their support. 
 

During the past fall and winter, we have engaged in 
several larger projects that are nearing completion. 
Notably, the trails at our pond property have been 
revitalized with the addition of several new trails. 
Furthermore, additional primitive campsites have 
been established in various locations throughout 
the Chapter. Additionally, the interior of the North 
Hall has received a long-overdue fresh coat of paint, 
significantly enhancing its appearance. 
 

We aspire to continue improving our facilities and 
grounds through regular maintenance and upgrades 
throughout the year 2025. 
 

Contact me at 260-797-4050 or 
gbows09@yahoo.com and let’s discuss how you 
can convert a small portion of your valuable time to 
making a lasting contribution to your chapter amen-
ities. 
 
     Gabe Bowser 
     Vice President 

HELP NEEDED 

mailto:gbows09@yahoo.com
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A 2025 Membership Card and Proof 

of Payment of R&P Range Fee is now 

in effect for shooting privileges on 

our Rifle & Pistol Range. 

 
 
 

WALTON POND:  The gate lock combination to the entrance has been changed 
for 2025.  It will be stamped on the back of your 2025 member IWLA member-
ship card when you receive it.  This combination must not be shared with non-
members.   
                                                                    The FW Chapter Board 

WALTON POND GATE LOCK CHANGED 

“Have you been denied services that you deserve access 
to simply because your business is part of the firearm   
industry? If so, you aren’t alone, and we need to hear 
from you. 
 
Over the last decade, large corporations have increasing-
ly given in to “woke” shareholders and anti-2A politicians 
that demand they cut off business ties with the firearm 
industry. We have seen banks, credit processing                           
companies, insurance providers, social media giants, and 
freight companies enact these discriminatory policies at 
an alarming rate. 
 
NSSF® has worked to push back on these policies through 
legislation for years and we are just getting started. A 
bill, HB 1074, has been introduced in Indiana this legisla-
tive session to push back on these discriminatory policies. 
We expect a hearing to be scheduled in a matter of days 
or weeks. 

 
In order to show Indiana legislators how these discrimi-
natory policies hurt our industry, it is critically important 
that we have examples of discrimination against the fire-
arm industry in Indiana. If your business has been denied 
banking, credit processing, or any other service based 
on a corporate policy that blacklists the firearm indus-
try, please send those examples to Moriah Day, NSSF’s 
Midwest Director of Government Relations – State 
Affairs at mday@nssf.org. “ 

 
                                                 NATIONAL SPORTS  

SHOOTING FEDERATION (NSSF) 
 

Editor Note:  The NSSF assists organizations like our Chapter, with 
Youth Sports Shooting materials and monetary grants for                              

introductory Sports Shooting.  This information is reprinted in                 
appreciation to NSSF for their assistance to our Chapter. 

NATIONAL SPORTS SHOOTING FEDERATION 
(NSSF) SEEKING INFORMATION 

(Seeking Information on Shooting Sports Discrimination)  

https://www2.nssf.org/e/127421/-2025-bills-house-1074-details/59b43w/1257551939/h/PgHtid-5GNJSbbYpm11jAWlU0GU_bGnzMMcAlhHphrg
mailto:mday@nssf.org
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Fort Wayne Chapter’s Amenities for You and Your Family! 
Did you know the Fort Wayne Chapter of the Izaak Walton League is the best-kept secret in town? Our 
members might not even know all the perks we offer! Therefore, we developed a “Welcome” booklet 
and discover the treasure trove of activities for you and your family!   
Did you know that you can… 

• Primitive camping on multiple campsites with campfire wood and picnic table 
• Rent our Chapter house 
• Rent our Shooting Sport Ranges 
• Fishing (with no license on a private pond) 
• Over five miles of hiking trails 
• Archery, including 3D shooting sports 
• Trap & Skeet shooting sports 
• Rifle & Pistol shooting sports 
• Kayak in Pond 
• Youth activities 

Participate in events throughout the year 
 

Current members will receive this booklet via email soon! All new members will receive                                       
welcome  information upon joining the Chapter. 
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 Air rifles/pistols and muzzleloaders are allowed up to .68 caliber. 

 The use of hearing protection, (including observers) and eye protection is always mandatory. 

 Steel targets on the 50 yd range and 15 yd “dueling tree” are limited to .22LR calibers. Up to .300 Win Mag may be used on 
the steel targets on the 100 yd range. Steel targets on the pistol range are limited to pistol calibers of 45 ACP or less. 

 Members may police and collect their own brass for reloading but may not take any other brass from the range or chapter-
owned brass buckets.  

 Cased firearms must remain in their carrying cases during a ceasefire (they can only be removed when the range is “hot”). 

 PRIOR to leaving the firing line, all firearms shall be unloaded with their chambers open, magazine removed, and ECI flags 
inserted.  

 Members moving firearms between stations MUST have the firearm unloaded, chamber open, ECI inserted, and pointed in a 
safe direction. 

 NFA automatic weapons, Class III fully automated weapons, incendiary/tracer ammunition, steel-tipped, ammunition, and/or 
other armor-piercing type ammunition are prohibited. 

 The range does not allow “bump stocks” binary triggers, forced trigger reset or any modification of a firearm that results in an 
increased rate of fire of the firearm.   

 The range allows magazines up to and including 48 rounds. (Exception may be made by Board approval for Special Events.) 

 The range allows calibers of .17 caliber up to .50 caliber but does NOT include .50 caliber BMG and above for centerfire. (Any         
exception is only for Board approved event.) 

 Controlled doubles/rapid fire is allowed, but NOT TO EXCEED 10 ROUNDS IN SUCCESSION.  “MAG DUMPS” ARE NOT               
ALLOWED.   Controlled rapid fire requires re-acquisition of the target between shots.  RSO on duty must closely review      
member capabilities to  prevent uncontrolled rapid fire.  RSO on duty may restrict Caliber and the number of shots allowed.   

 Tactical and Practical Pistol shooting, holster draw and shoot, “Cowboy draw,” or shooting from the hip are not allowed.  

 No shooting is permitted forward of the concrete shooting platform apron at any time. 

 Kneeling and Prone shooting is allowed ONLY on the platform located on Rifle Station #1. 

 Voting Members are permitted two (2) guests at a time:   
 

 A lighter trigger pull adjustment, match trigger, adjustable, or two (2) stage trigger for precision target shooting are             
permitted. 

 The range allows magazines up to and including 48 rounds. (Exception may be made by Board approval for Special Events.) 

 
 

 Members are allowed a maximum of two (2) firearms on the benches at the firing line station.  All other firearms must be 
safely stored in a carrying case. 

                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                             Mark Ceccarelli 
                       Range Manager 
                       Rifle & Pistol Range 

Revisions to Rifle & Pistol Range Rules For 2025  

The Chapter Board has approved revisions to the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the Rifle and Pistol 
Ranges for the year 2025. Some changes were made to address insurance and liability considerations through the                  
reimplementing of select range rules established when the ranges reopened in 2016-2017. This ensures that our                
shooting practices continue to comply with the Engineering Design of the ranges.  Also, wording modifications 
have been made to enhance clarity while preserving the original intent of specific Range Rules.  Notably, the      
revised phrases and terms are highlighted in red for easy identification and are included in the 2025 Ranges Rules.  
Members with a Range Access Pass are encouraged to review these changes to ensure a smooth transition and 
continued adherence to established safety protocols. 
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Illinois Department of Natural Resources Director Natalie 
Phelps Finnie announced that the Brandon Road Locks 
Project is on hold due to uncertainty regarding the $1.15 
billion federal funding until status of federal funding can 
be clarified.  A notification letter was sent to the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, who are overseeing the project.             
Currently the pausing effects the acquisition of property 
for the project. 

The Brandon Road Project is considered the best way to 
keep the Asian Carp from entering the Great Lakes.                    
Currently it looks to include multiple deterrents including 
electrical, acoustics, and air bubble curtain systems.  
These and potentially other systems take advantage of 
the locks at Brandon Rd.   

The Asian Carp include Silver Carp, Bighead Carp, Black 
Carp, and Grass Carp.  The Silver Carp is the biggest                
concern with its tendencies to jump high out of the water 
when startled putting at risk boaters and other water  
recreation persons to severe physical harm from fish that 
can reach nearly 100 lbs.  The Bighead is also considered 
a problem and can reach nearly 150 lbs.  Their impact on 
ecosystems can be traumatic in that they consume up to 
one third their body weight daily from the plankton that 
is the base of the food chain that is already stressed by 
other invasive species especially Zebra and Quagga               
Mussels. 

The Federal Government agreed to allocate $274 million 
and to pay the lions share of ongoing maintenance costs.   

We need to press Congress to push for absolute support 
for this project to protect the Great Lakes from these fish 
establishing breeding populations within the Great Lakes.  
Their impact to our Great Lakes could severely damage 
the economies of the region to the tune of many Billions 
of dollars.  The State of Illinois needs to be encouraged to 
stay on the course in the effort to move this project as 
quickly as possible. 

                                                              

                                                                  Rick Graham    

                      Izaak Walton League of America      
            National Great Lakes Committee Chairman 

Great Lakes Asian Carp 
Containment Plan On Hold 

 

Attention Members! On April 6th, we 
invite you to bring your friends to our 
chapter for an afternoon of fishing.   
Arrive early, before the contest kicks 
off at 3:00 PM, and take the time to 
showcase our wonderful amenities. 
Share the vibrant atmosphere and    

fantastic resources we have to                     
offer—who knows, your friends might 
just be inspired to join our Chapter! 

PHRASES THAT TELL YOUR AGE! 

• The squeaky wheel gets the grease.  

• Can't never could. 

• You'll catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.  

• The early bird catches the worm.  

• A rising tide lifts all boats.  

• Make hay while the sun shines.  

• You can't make an omelet without breaking a few eggs.  

• Fortune favors the brave.  

• Strike while the iron is hot.  

• Every dog has its day.  
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