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The Fort Wayne Chapters of Izaak
Walton (IWLA)and the National
Wild Turkey Federations (NWTF)
have enjoyed a longstanding
partnership offering outdoor
opportunities for the Greater Fort
Wayne Community.

The
Wom-
enin
the
Out-
doors
(WIO)
has
garnered considerable popularity.
Charita Neidermeyer, a member of
both organizations, spearheaded
this initiative and earned national
accolades for her contributions by
both entities.

The annual Women’s Event is
limited to the initial eighty
registrants and consistently
reaches full capacity, leading to
the disappointment of late
applicants. The event encom-
passes a diverse range of outdoor
activities, which are refreshed
annually, likely contributing to its
widespread appeal.
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B! On July 20th, the Chapter
hosted the NWTF Jakes. The
Jake’s event takes its name
from wild juvenile male

i turkeys.

=l |t also has another meaning,
referring an acronym for “Juniors Acquiring Knowledge,
Ethics and Sportsmanship.” This event is well attended by
teenage boys and features activities such as Skeet,
Archery, Simulated Bow Fishing, and small-bore rifle target
shooting. There are also events for younger family mem-
bers who tag along with their parents.
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PRESIDENTS LETTR

Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA
17100 Griffin Rd., Huntertown, IN

August, 2024

The 100th Anniversary event was a resounding success, a great community turn out. Many saw our digital
media advertising, and Channel 15 responded to our News Release. Despite initial concerns about the hot
weather, the event unfolded beautifully, and we can all take pride in this remarkable achievement.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our sister chapters in the North West corner of the state for their in
valuable support. Their contribution, including a crew and a truck loaded with archery equipment,
significantly enhanced one of our most popular events. The unexpected use of the reclaimed archery
tower, due to popular demand, was a testament to the popularity of this amenity.

The unveiling of the refurbished main meeting hall instilled a sense of pride in all of us, considering its
prolonged neglect. The hall does not look like the same place, with new paint, sound deadening draperies,
planter stands and Zack’s live plants, plus tasteful and careful placement of wall hangings have completely
changed the look of our main meeting hall. Yet to be completed is a half-wall to hide the filing cabinets,
gun safe, etc.

Don't forget about our Fall membership meeting on September 28th at 6:00 pm. As you know, we've been
looking for a new President and Vice President. I'm happy to say that we have two strong nominees for
these positions. We still have two vacancies for Board members. If anyone is interested, please contact me,
and we can discuss further. Election and Installation will take place in this meeting.

Our members have demonstrated great generosity with their contributions to the building fund. However,
we require additional funds to address longstanding maintenance issues that have been neglected for sev-
eral years. Significant refurbishments are necessary to bring our facilities up to the standards expected a
decade ago. Our urgent priorities include ADA compliant restrooms, replacing the roof, and renovating the
skeet field by installing new aprons. While there are additional areas requiring attention, these represent
the most substantial financial needs. We appeal to all members to consider offering financial support. Both
small and large donations are greatly appreciated. We encourage older members to explore the possibility
of making tax-exempt donations from their annual annuity payouts, following the example set by others
who have already contributed in this manner.

We continue to be concerned about the lack of members stepping forward to help maintain our grounds.
It seems that some may not realize that we do not have any paid staff, and every bit of work must be done
on a volunteer basis or factored into contracted cost to keep the property in good condition. In a time of
increasing costs, our chapter's expenses are also rising, and the Board is considering several options to

address this issue.
%ﬁ%ﬂ Buttos

Chapter President
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Carroll H. S. Trap Squad
Sweeps Three Championships

e Xander New of the Carroll High School Trap
P @ Team, Co-sponsored by the FW Chapter, won two
e ATA Youth Championships in both singles and doubles for two consecutive
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=8 vyearsin arow and the Carroll Team swept three Championships in their first
& year together as a team! New missed the Around High Championship in a

| shoot off by one clay. The Fort Wayne IWLA Chapter and X-Count, a nationally
8% | _known small bore youth shooting training organization based in Fort
&5  Wayne, co-sponsor the Carroll Team.

In their inaugural season, under the guidance of FW IWLA Chapter member
Alan New as coach, the Carroll High School Team secured an impressive three
championships, demonstrating their dominance in the shooting sports arena.

In June, they won the SCTP Championship

(Scholastic Clay Target Program), and in July, they

triumphed at the AIM (Academics, Integrity, and

Marksmanship) championship, followed by the

ATA Youth Championship, making them triple

crown winners in their first year shooting

together.

The many hours of practice at the Fort Wayne
Chapter's Trap Field paid off handsomely for the
Carroll team, and the FW Chapter is very proud of
these boys and of Alan’s coaching.

An Update on Our Other
Shooter of National Acclaim

Bremen, AKA Bettle, completed her freshman year

at Georgia Southern University on a full

scholarship as part of the University Small Bore

Rifle Team shooting against teams like Old Miss. She honed her shooting

skills at the Fort Wayne Rifle Range and spent this summer in a coaching

role at the Civilian Marksman Program (CMP) in Ohio and Alabama. In

addition to coaching promising shooters, she has won many honors

including two silver metals at Jr Olympics and two National

Championships at Camp Perry, as well as representing the the United

States on the Jr. Team USA in Lima, Peru. At Camp Perry, in addition to
10 AM | CIXFORD, M5 coaching, she competed and served as a line RSO at the 2024 National

competitions. The Fort Wayne Chapter is proud of our 3rd generation

IWLA member and support her in her shooting journey.
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Train Under Coach Alan New

Coach of The Carroll High School Trap
Team

DONT MISS OUT!

The class is limited to ten (10) students and
the cost is $125.00 per student.

Participants will receive
instruction on safe firearm handling with
emphasis on competitive trap shooting coachwitf:\“ap

fundamentals. ASS"S::‘:YN\emt\:e:\
\Janauker
(OPEN TO PUBLIC) Eval

Five shooting sessions will take place on Tuesday evenings from
5 to 7 pm, starting on September 17th and concluding on October
15th. Targets and ammunition will be provided. Participants may
use chapter-owned or personal Trap Gun. Each shooter will have
the opportunity to engage with at least 250 targets. The camp is

To register or for further details, please contact Alan at

anew1842@gmail.com or Carl at crehinger@gmail.com.




the Fort Wayne Chapter

THINGS YOU MIGHT

NOT KNOWABOUT
OUR GREAT LAKES.

Michigan, Wisconsin, lllinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
and New York all border the
Great Lakes, collectively gener-
ating an economic output of
over $6 trillion. These states
would possess the world's
third-largest economy if they
were a nation. The Great Lakes
supply 20% of the world's
freshwater, vital in providing
food, transportation, and
drinking water for millions of
people in the United States
and Canada.

| have a special connection
with Lake Erie, as it has been a
cherished vacation spot for my
family for many generations. |
can still clearly remember my
days as a youngster, when my
parents used to rent a tiny
lakeside cabin in Erie, OH. We
used to fish for Sheepshead
and visit the Euclid Beach
Amusement Park near
Cleveland. They had a rocket
ship ride that opened in the
1930s, giving visitors a thrilling
ride as they hung suspended
and traveled in a circle like a
huge Merry-go-round.

Witnessing pollution in those
early days was distressing, with
human waste visible in the
water when community waste
plants were overburdened
after rainstorms . Fortunately,
significant efforts have been
made to clean up the lake

since then.

Later, in my younger adult
years, | would take my small
boat to Port Clinton OH for
night time catfishing, and |
have seen a remarkable
improvement in Lake Erie's
water quality over time. By the
time our children came along,
we could fish and catch
Walleye limits in the Western
Basin near Sandusky. Another
fond memory was often taking
our family travel trailer
camping at East Harbor
Amusement Park, near
Sandusly. | could tell you
about a July 4" trip there, but
that is another story.

Certain sections of the lake
where we fished for Walleye in
the Western Basin are still
considered part of the Camp
Perry Gun Range, and back
then, before heading out we
always had to check if the
Range and the adjacent water
were open or closed for
fishing, . Today, my grand-
daughter, Bremen, regularly
competes in national marks-
manship competitions at Camp
Perry, directly offshore from
where her dad used to fish for
Walleye as a kid. When he was
small, we’d take our 13-foot
travel trailer to that same Erie,
OH, campground where we
went when | was a kid.
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It's truly remarkable to witness
how Lake Erie has transformed
from a polluted body of water
into a thriving ecosystem that
provides recreational and
competitive opportunities for
families like ours.

Nonetheless, Lake Erie now
faces new threats. Aerial views
show that the lake's western
end is now a deep green due to
algae blooms caused by nitro-
gen runoff from farmland. At 84
years of age, | have been an
active leader for the past
fourteen years in the Izaak
Walton League of America, the
nation's oldest ongoing
conservation organization, and
as a member of the Alliance of
the Great Lakes, a group fo-
cused on conservation activities
for the Great Lakes.

Last winter, for the first time,
Ice Fishing was impossible since

Lake Erie did not freeze, and the
water level has risen
dramatically. During a visit to
the Miller Chapter of IWLA, |
was amazed that all their 20 or
so boat docks were submerged
under two feet of water. While
visiting the Porter County
Chapter of 1zaak Walton, | saw
the shoreline encroaching in-
land, causing significant damage
to both private property and
public land along the Lake
shoreline.

What beautiful memories have
returned as I've sat here prepar-
ing this article. Most are heart-
warming, and a few not so
much from a Conservation per-
spective, as | have reminisced
about the Butler family and our
time and association with Lake
Erie and her sister Lakes.

jay L. Butler

FOREVER CHEMICALS

IN INDIANA

NEWS magazine has
published several articles in
the past on the emergin

g risk of contamination of the
nation's watersheds and
reported those Indiana
Counties where PFAS
concentrations have been
found.

It's important to understand
that the issue of PFAS
contamination is not going
away. There are more than
3,000 chemical substances

The digital FW Chapter IWLA known by the acronym of

(PFAS) in a wide range of
products, including textiles,
paper, cookware, firefighting
foams, and electronics.
These substances, first used
in the 1940s, persist in the
environment, can
accumulate, and have been
detected in humans and
wildlife. They are frequently
encountered at fire training
and response sites, specific
industrial facilities, landfills,
wastewater treatment plants,
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Ongoing efforts are being the results published on the
made to regulate exposure to |IDEM website at https://
specific PFAS chemicals. The www.in.gov/idem/resourceq/
Federal EPA has incorpo- nonrule-policies/per-and-
rated P.FAS chemicals into polyfluoroalkyl-substances -

the Toxics Release Inventory ' I :r * 1913 B NoTh Wa yreSTEET
and is currently developing pas/ Fgg ‘““ WL b AEOS Y torkd -
regulations to manage expo- For families concerned 2ED sz 7cts e

sure to certain PFAS chemi- about PFAS intake,

cals. there's a solution that
L puts you in control. Re-
Starting in February 2021, the Verse 0smosis, a prov- YOUR AD CAN APPEAR

Indiana Department of Envi- .
ronmental Management en and effective meth- HERE!
(IDEM) began monitoring od, IS commercially
PFAS in Community Public avallable and can be (See Form On Last Page)
Water Systems in the state of €asily installed ona_
Indiana, beginning with com- home S ded|cate(_1 drink-
munity systems serving a Ing wqter tap. Th|s em-
population of less than powering solution can
10,000, These sites were se- 2€ found on sites like

lected because most of these Amazon for $200 to YOUR AD CAN APPEAR
smaller systems were not $300, giving you the HERE!

sampled for PFAS during power to protect your !

U.S. EPA’s sampling com- family's health. Be sure (See Form On Last Page)

pleted in 2014. IDEM has (0 buy a unit g?:\fsrt,jsed
established published levels @S TeMOves :
for 11 PFAS compounds with

HELP STILL NEEDED

Monitors are needed to help staff the trap and skeet shoots on Sunday mornings 9 am -
1pm and Wednesday evenings 5 - 7:30 ( April - Oct). Work one shift per month. Some

light lifting, otherwise totally painless. No experience required, training will be provided.
Anyone can do it! Invest a small amount of time for a huge benefit to the Chapter, while
meeting some great people. Contact Carl Ehinger (crehinger@gmail.com) for more de-
tails. He’s looking forward to hearing from YOU!!!

“the FW CHAPTER NEWS” a Publication of the Fort Wayne Chapter of the Cover Art By Lily Smith
Izaak Walton League of America Photos By Jay Butler
. . L . All photos, unless noted, appearing in
Jay Butler— Managing Editor Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com L
Melissa Doepke—Assistant Editor this issue are the property of the Fort
Carl Ehinger—Distribution Wayne lIzaak Walton Chapter.
Victoria Boyd-Devine—Copywriter kO”TWA‘,NEC\.\?x@
Karla Wyss—Photo Journalist
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DONATION

EDEDL

GIVE A LITTLE HELRA Lﬁ B

. ——

Join us in our fundraising campaign to
renovate our Clubhouse, including
installing new ADA bathrooms, a modern
kitchenette, a foyer, a sturdy roof, and a
fresh coat of paint for the exterior.

 All Donations are Tax-Deductible

DONAITE TODAY

Online Donation Mail in Check Donation

Fart Wayne Chapler
lmaak Walton League
17100 Griffin Road
Huntertowmn, [N 46748

I i are 72

One-time payment or
Maonthly payments

T e T 'I'-' -
_ Subscribeto fee Donations ars. IWLE-TW Website
Chapter News Magazine Tax-deductible

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR DONATION YET?

Contact Chapter Treasurer Melissa Doepke For Details at mwlafwtreasurer@gmail,com or go to
our webiset at IWLA-FW.ORG and make your donation directly from there.

CHAPTER EVENT CALENDAR AVAILABLE

ON OUR CHAPTER WEBSITE

lzaak Walton League of America
Fort Wayne Chapter
17100 Griffin Road Huntertown, IN 45748

Go to: IWLA-FW.0RG and go to dashboard at top and select CALENDAR, or any other tMterest.
Watch for additional improvements and while there, check out those that have already been made.
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POND REPORT

2024

1-Aug Thu R&P Range Closed
IN Endowment Submission

1-Aug Thu Deadline
4-Aug Sun Public Trap Shoot
6-Aug Tue BBBS Archery
7-Aug Wed R&P Range Closed
7-Aug Wed Public Trap Shoot
8-Aug Thu R&P Range Closed
11-Aug Sun Public Trap Shoot
14-Aug Wed R&P Range Closed
14-Aug Wed Public Trap Shoot
15-Aug Thu R&P Range Closed
17-Aug Sat Public 3D Archery Shoot
18-Aug Sun Public Trap Shoot
21-Aug Wed R&P Range Closed
21-Aug Wed Public Trap Shoot
22-Aug Thu R&P Range Closed
25-Aug Sun ATA Public Trap Shoot
26-Aug Mon BBBS Trap & Skeet
28-Aug Wed R&P Range Closed
28-Aug Wed Public Trap Shoot
29-Aug Thu R&P Range Closed

HOW TIME
CHANGES 1978 2024

1978 2024 Acid Rock | Acid Reflux
Longing for || stayin' Alive | Stayin' Alive

Long Hair Hair (the song) | (the Goal)
Eight Tracks | Cataracts Hoping for a | Hoping for a

KEG's EKGs BMW BM
Streaking Leaking
Goingtoa | Gettinga
Acid Rock | Acid Reflux | new, hip New Hip

This month, the focus will be on enhancing the
pond area, with particular attention directed
towards the query of whether we should remove
the fish we catch rather than releasing them back
into the pond. | recently reviewed a video
featuring a fish biologist who discussed the
implications of stunted bass syndrome. A
condensed summary of the biologist's insights is
as follows: “Assuming an initial population of 30
bass, including 15 females capable of producing
approximately 7500 eggs, even a mere 1%
survival rate would result in 75 new bass, intensi-
fving competition for food with each spawning
cycle.” The biologist further emphasized that to
“maintain a population of 30 large bass in a 1-
acre pond, it may be necessary to remove 200-
300 small bass annually.” Considering our pond's
1.8-acre size, this necessitates the removal of a
substantial number of bass. Additionally, the
presence of crappies in the pond poses a
challenge as they are known to be prolific eaters,
competing with bass for available food resources.
Therefore, the removal of crappies is
recommended, given their popularity as a food
source.

Furthermore, recent enhancements to the pond
area includes the installation of additional NO
TRESPASSING signage along the access roads, the
application of mulch around the outhouse, in
collaboration with Acres Land Trust to eradicate
toxic plant species along the trails, and the
execution of another round of weed control
treatment in the water along the distant shore.

Plans for an expanded parking area for members
and guests are also underway. As this list may
not encompass all recent improvements, |
encourage you to visit the pond, sit down on a
bench or the newly reworked picnic tables, and
observe how the pond has changed for yourself.

Brian Dopke
Walton Pond Chair
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Tell us your thoughts about our
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any Jay Budter
other Chapter related topic. Managing Editor

Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com

These letters are a sampling of letters received this
month on this topics

We enjoyed today’s 3D Shoot very much. It was well
set up and fun to shoot.

TF- Fort Wayne

ED: This was a Response to our Facebook Ad.

Your 100th Anniversary was very enjoyable for our
family. We had no idea that your Chapter was here,
and came across the notice on FaceBook.

NC—Fort Wayne

ED: An Email to Editor.

I’m interested in a Family membership. | was a
member about ten years ago and | would like to get
my kids interested in Archery. Enjoy your 3D Shoots.
CA—Fort Wayne

ED: Response to our automated Email service
available on the Chapter Website.

It’s good to hear from you! Thank you for sharing the
newsletter. I'll be sure to share that internally here.
Let me speak to a couple people here about your
new project. I’'m not sure what’s possible, but I'll cer-
tainly find out. Give me a week or so to get back to
you.

Thanks,
ED: Email Response to Editor.

Hello, | saw this item on your website. Is this event
going on now and what is the fee for nonmembers?
Thank you for your time. C.S,

ED: Response to Chapter Ad on Our Website.

FREE

HOME
PROTECTION

USCCA CLASS
b1 4

FORT WAYNE CHAPTER IS HOSTING THE HUNTINGTON
CHAPTER, IWLA PRESENTING A FREE
HOME PROTECTION CLASS.
Public Invited

HOME PROTECTION
“Six things to know when the police arrive?”

DATE: Sept 30th TIME: 6:00 pm
For Info: john.patrick.michaels @gmail.com

Rifle & Pistol Ranges

Summer: 10:30AM—7:30PM

Skeet & Trap Ranges

Sundays 9:00—1:00PM
Wednesdays:

Walton Pond Access

WE ARE HAVING A PROBLEM WITH NON-MEMBERS PARKING
ALONG THE ROAD BY THE GIRL SCOUT CAMP AND WALKING IN
ALONG TRAILS TO WALTON POND. IF YOU SEE A VEHICLE PARKED
ALONG THE ROAD, THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT WE HAVE A
TRESPASSER ON OUR GROUNDS FOR SWIMMING OR FISHING. .

BE BOLD AND SHOW THEM YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD AND ASK TO
SEE THEIRS. IF THEY CANNOT PRODUCE ONE, ASK THEM TO LEAVE
THE PROPERTY.




