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Tomorrow, we will commemorate a monumental milestone: 250 years since the Continental Congress

adopted the Declaration of Independence. On July 2, the delegates made a pivotal decision to sever ties

with Great Britain, and over the next two days, they diligently revised this groundbreaking document that

would define the nation’s core values. Interestingly, many anticipated that we would celebrate Independ-

ence Day on July 2, rather than the now-iconic July 4.

Since that historic day in 1776, the United States has expanded remarkably, transforming from a fledgling

collection of 13 colonies inhabited by approximately 2.5 million people to a diverse and sprawling nation of

50 states, 14 territories, and one federal district, now home to over 342 million citizens.

Did you know?

.

It wasn’t until 1941, that Congress established the Fourth of July, or Independence Day, as
a national holiday.

Betsy Ross sewed the first American flag in May or June of 1776 after three members of a
secret committee from the Continental Congress—George Washington, Robert Morris, and
George Ross—met with her in her home. The stars on the original American flag were ar-
ranged in a circle so that all the colonies would appear equal.

Thomas Jefferson was the most eloquent writer and was tasked with drafting the original
version of the Declaration of Independence. A total of 86 changes were made before the
Continental Congress officially adopted the final version on July 4, 1776. Known as a talented
writer, Jefferson hated having his work edited. He sat and fumed while the Continental Congress
debated his draft version of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson was especially peeved when
the delegates deleted his reference to slavery, “the execrable commerce.”

On July 5, 1776, copies of the Declaration of Independence were distributed, and on July 6,
The Pennsylvania Evening Post became the first newspaper to print the document. The 56
signers of the Declaration of Independence did not sign at the same time, nor did they sign
on July 4, 1776. The official signing was on August 3, 1776, when 50 men signed it.

The Liberty Bell rang from the tower of Independence Hall on July 8, 1776, as citizens gath-
ered for the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence by Colonel John Nixon.

The names of the signers of the Declaration of Independence were withheld from the pub-
lic for more than six months to protect the signers. If independence had not been
achieved, the treasonable act of the signers would have, by law, resulted in their deaths.

In 1801, Thomas Jefferson began the tradition of hosting a public reception at the White
House to celebrate the Fourth of July.

Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Monroe all passed away on the
Fourth of July. Adams and Jefferson died on the same day, just hours apart, in 1826.

Benjamin Franklin proposed the turkey as the national bird, but John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson preferred the bald eagle.
References:
Jan Hommel, American Freedom Museum
National Archives Declaration of Independence
Library of Congress Independence Day archives.

Al Overview



http://www.americanfreedommuseum.org/
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-04/
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BACK HOME AGAIN IN
INDIANA!

Bre Butler, a proud third-
generation member of the Fort
Wayne Chapter of I1zaak Walton,
returned home for a brief visit
after completing her second year
of a full 4-year sports shooting
scholarship at Georgia Southern
University.

starting her third summer as Assistant Director Youth
Rifle Instruction for the National Civilian Marksman-
ship Program (CMP).

' g o, This visit was fleeting, as she was on the verge of

. - N T During Spring Break, CMP flies her across the United
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N alienal Cha f,:,;___._ﬁ.« S States, imparting her knowledge of small-bore rifle
; shooting to eager young shooters.
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Our range holds a special place in her heart, as
it was here that she first began her journey
into the world of precision shooting. Recogniz-
ing her need for practicing three competition
formats, including kneeling and prone posi-
tions—both of which were not initially offered
at our range, Mike Sienk, one of our dedicated
members, rose to the occasion.

While at home, she squeezed in a shoot at our range
with Dad Chris, Papaw Jay, and Range Manager Pat
White. During her first time shooting KYL and shooting
Pat’s Bergara, she nonchalantly outshot us all, easily
spinning target after target at 50, 75, and 100 yards.
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Mike ingeniously constructed a
raised platform, expanding the op-
portunities essential for Bre to
hone her shooting skills.

Today, that platform is available to
our member shooters who wish to
shoot small-bore 22LR in prone and
kneeling positions.

As she dedicated countless hours to
perfecting her shooting skills, she
discovered a newfound passion for
working with young athletes. This
enthusiasm eventually opened the door
to a rewarding summer position with
CMT, where she could share her
knowledge and inspire the next
generation of shooter athletes.

Although she is currently pursuing a
marketing degree, her true aspiration
lies in becoming a professional shooting
coach at a major university, where she
hopes to combine her love for the sport
with her desire to mentor and develop
aspiring athletes.
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During one of Bre’s shooting
exhibitions for our youth
programes, this charming little
blonde girl approached Bre
with wide, curious blue eyes.
With an innocent smile, she
asked, "Are you someone
famous?”

...
SCHUTZ R

Her dedication and talent have been rec-
ognized; she is a three-time “All-
American” since starting her collegiate
shooting career at Georgia Southern
University, where she has broken several
Georgia Southern shooting records and
was named the Southern Conference
“Athlete Of The Year”.

She competed in the Jr. Olympics three
times and represented the United States in
world competition in Peru, South America
before beginning her collegiate shooting
career.

A large photo montage of her hangs in the
Anschiitz factory showroom in Germany.
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Father/Daughter Prayer
before each
National Match. Dad also
served as RSO for many
National matches.

Bre's journey is a testament to her hard work, passion, and the impact she
has on the shooting community, and the Fort Wayne Chapter of 1zaak Wal-
ton is proud to call her “one of our own”.

Izaak Walton Quote of the Month

“Rivers and the inhabitants of the watery
element are made for wise men to
contemplate, and for fools to pass by
without consideration. “
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The Word From The Top

CHAPTER ON THE MDVE! The Fort Wayne Izaak Walton League proudly hosted our 2nd Annual
1 LE, Kids .22 Shoot, and once again the event was an overwhelming success.

We received phenomenal feedback from participants and their families,

and we’re already looking forward to making next year’s event even

bigger and better. It was especially rewarding to welcome back many
returning families while also meeting a number of first-time attendees
who joined us for a fun-filled evening on the range.

This annual event continues to provide an excellent opportunity to | in-
troduce the next generation to the shooting sports while emphasizing the importance of firearm safety, re-
sponsible gun handling, and proper marksmanship. Teaching these fundamentals in a safe, controlled, and fami-
ly-friendly environment is one of the many ways our chapter helps preserve our outdoor heritage for  future
generations.

Throughout the evening, participants rotated through multiple shooting stations featuring a wide variety of
targets and challenges. Young shooters tested their skills on paper targets, balloons, steel targets, and clay
targets at distances ranging from just 7 yards all the way out to 100 yards. The different target types and
distances kept the event exciting while allowing each participant to build confidence and experience success.
To top off an already memorable evening, every young shooter—and even their family members—went home
with hats and keychains as a small token of our appreciation for attending. Seeing the smiles, excitement, and
sense of accomplishment on each child’s face made all of the planning and preparation worthwhile.

We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of the local companies and small businesses that partnered with
us to make this year’s event possible. A HUGE shout-out goes to Tippmann Arms, whose staff brought
multiple configurations of their outstanding M4-22 rifles , Hawke Optics for furnishing their incredible rifle
scopes, and for furnishing Targets for our Youth Shooting Experience. Their hands-on support
gave many young shooters the opportunity to try high-quality equipment while learning proper firearm

handling techniques.
! e pem
8

President

IWLA-FW|

A heartfelt “Thank You”
to Tippmann Arms,

Hawke Optics and # AUEARN
Auburn Arms , for without \ {14

their generous support,

our Youth Shooting @ HAWKE Tlﬂﬁnsnn
Experience would not .
have been possible.

Logos used by permission of our sponsors
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INTRODUCTORY
YOUTH SHOOT

First time shooter building
a lifetime memory of safe family
range shooting, under careful
one-on-one coaching.

Certified NRA Firearm
Instructor Mark
Cecccarelli giving
Pre-shoot Firearm
Safety Class.

In the presence of Lance Bratcher, Jr., a
renowned speed shooter and World Record

| holder sponsored by Tippmann Arms, coach-

ing a young enthusiast gets support and
guidance that motivates the next generation
of shooters, making this moment truly
special.
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CHAPTER HOSTS HUNTERTOWN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
TO MEAL AND TOUR
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Chapter Past President Jay Butler

greeting each Chamber
member upon arrival.

Huntertown, IN
Chamber of
Commerce

members hosted
by the Chapter.
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Chamber members moving
through self serve food line of
delicacies prepared by
Chapter Hospitality Team.

\.__ FF
Chapter member and {

liaison to the

Huntertown Chamber
of Commerce,

Brian Doepke, gives
tour of our Chapter
grounds.
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HERE & THERE
AROUND THE CHAPTER

Our renovated East Hall set up for a Banquet. For
information on rental call our chapter hotline
260-619-6768 or visit our website at iwla-fw.org

New Sign-In
Box installed at
Walton Pond
for
convenience of
our members
and guests.

Life vest moved to new
location. Please watch

your step, as we haven’t
graded the buried
powerline for our new

pond aeration provided
by Grant from the IN-

Division Endowment
and Grant from REMC.

~ Member Mack Neukam
Y earned his first 25-straight
8 busted clays on Chapter
. Trap Range.

Page 11
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—— STATS ON OUR
L 2] DIGITAL: MARKETING

First contact is usually for our Rifle & Pistol Range shooting
facilities, where enthusiasts can hone their skills in a safe and
welcoming environment. However, many are pleasantly
surprised to discover the extensive array of additional amenities
awaiting them upon arrival, often leading them to join our

q 1,049
iy chapter.

Beyond shooting, we offer scenic trails perfect for hiking and
exploring the great outdoors, serene kayaking experiences on
tranquil waters, and prime fishing spots teeming with life. For
those who enjoy archery, our dedicated range provides the ideal
setting to practice and refine their technique. Additionally, our
trap and skeet facilities offer thrilling challenges for shotgun
sports enthusiasts. With so much more to enjoy, our chapter
truly stands out as a diverse recreational haven for outdoor
activities in the Greater Fort Wayne area.

Top search terms

Karen Griggs, a dedicated Chapter Board Member and passionate environmentalist, delights in
strolling along our Chapter trails each spring. As the vibrant native plants burst forth after the long,
quiet winter, she finds joy in every blooming flower and budding leaf. Karen has taken the lead in
guiding nature walks for both members and guests, inviting them to -

immerse themselves in the beauty around them. She often shares

stunning photographs that she has captured

during her explorations. With a gentle remmder

to slow down and open ¥ g LR,

our eyes wide, Karen o3

encourages everyone to |

embrace the £S

wonders of nature in all

its glory
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WOMEN IN THE OUTDOORS

For what may be the 20th con-
secutive year, the NWTF Women
in The Outdoors event took
place at the Fort Wayne
Chapter, uniting women from
diverse backgrounds to
celebrate their love for the
outdoors. Attendees had the
opportunity to choose from a
wide range of activities tailored
to their interests, each offering a
unique chance for skill-building
and camaraderie.

The chapter's beautiful grounds
were filled with energy,
featuring tables set up both
outdoors and in inviting indoor
spaces, creating a warm and
welcoming atmosphere.
Participants were able to engage
in various activities, including
exciting archery sessions, scenic

in a warm and welcoming atmosphere. Participants were able to trail hikes, and small bore rifle

engage in various activities, including exciting archery sessions, sce-

nic trail hikes, and small bore rifle practice. For those interested in

connecting with nature on a deeper level, workshops on basic camp-

ing skills were also offered, along with many other exciting options.

This gathering not only
encouraged learning
and adventure but also
fostered a strong sense
of community among
women passionate
about the great
outdoors.

The menu of optional
outdoor events is re-
vised each year, and
many women return to
participate year after
year.
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SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS

A.A.A. Piano WOrks LLC

Fiann Tuning, Minor Repairs, E aiuarmn

Brian Duepke .

(dep-key)
phone: (260) 417-1298 401 West Auburn Dr.
Email:  3aapianoworks@eomeast.net Auburn, IN 46706
Waebsite: 33apianoworks.com

260-413-6148
auburnarms2idgmail.com

Realtor | Broker
(260) 310 5037

== RE/MAX
W RESULTS

FASTSIGNS

Fort Way ne South \Stemen Align & Brake/
6646 ‘I."‘-"EST.I Jefferson Blvd. L\

Fort Wayne, IN 46804
260-399-6434

k\‘%‘? J El'hqf:a“v/ / j

607 Morth Wetls Street  Fort (Wayne, Indiana 46806
Stemenalignandberake.com
Eremnnatignandtrakmgmail Lom
www.fastsigns.com/2348 email: 2348@fastsigns.com \260MB3-40130

YOUR SPONSORSHIP AD
o)) COULD BE HERE.
i LESE;EEIE:AL (Contact Melissa Doepke at

|-u Vayne | . .
e Moresar’: melissadoepke@gmail.com

for details.)

' hyrria.cnﬁ-f
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Chapter Calendar As Of July 2026

Check Our Calendar On Our Website at FW-IWLA.ORG
for Most Current Listing of Calendar Dates.

Date Starttime End time Subject

7/18/2026 9:00 AM 11:00AM Ladies Introductory Rifle Class
7/18/2026 8:00 AM 1:00 PM 3D Archery Competition (Open to Public)
8/1/2026 9:00 AM 11:00AM  NSSF - Introductory Shot Gun Class
8/8/2026 9:00 AM 1:00PM  Jake's Day for Young Shooters

8/8/2026 10:30 AM 2:00 PM R&P CLOSED until 2:00pm

8/15/2026 8:00 AM 1:00 PM 3D Archery Competition (Open to Public)
8/20/2026 6:00 PM 8:00 PM Ladies - Pistol

9/19/2026 8:00 AM 1:00 PM 3D Archery Competition (Open to Public)
9/25/2026 6:00 PM 7:30 PM Fall Member Meeting

9/26/2026 3:00 PM 7:00 PM Fishing Derby

10/3/2026 9:00 AM 11:00 AM  Fall Rimfire Competition

10/3/2026 10:00 AM 2:00 PM Member Volunteer Work Day - Cookout!
10/10/2026 9:00 AM 11:00AM  KYL Championship

11/14/2026 9:00 AM 11:00AM RSO Refresher

2026 Izaak Walton Spring Rimfire
Championship was a Nail Biter

The 2026 Spring Rimfire Championship was different from previous events in that contestants used new IBS approved targets for both the
50-yard and 100-yard events. The new 50-yard target has reduced the center bullseye ring by 50 percent over the previous target system.

This year’s final three in the Shootout were current reigning champion Todd Chiddister, John Legg and a new challenger, Brian Lang made it
into the finals. For the first time, each competitor used the Bergara B14r as their rifle of choice. Previous competitions have seen the Tika -
T1 and CZ457 also popular, but the Spanish made precision rifle has gained a large following the at 1zzak Walton range in recent years.

The “Final Three” started at the 50-yard lanes with Todd Chiddister shooting a club record 245, John Legg shooting a 243 and newcomer
Brian Lang shooting a 239. Wind speed at the beginning of the match was under 3mph.

The 2™ phase of the championship was held at the 100-yards lanes with competitors shooting the new IBS “Red” score cards which features
25 individual circles. Each circle had a maximum potential score of 10 points with a total potential score of 250, the same as the new 50-
yars target. Combining the scores from both targets determines the champion.

Scores at the 100-yard lanes were John Legg 232, Todd Chiddister 231 and Brian Lang 225.

When this final round was over, the total scores were combined to determine the 2026 Spring Champion, and it was a narrow victory for
Todd Chiddister with a combined score of 476/ 14X with John Legg in second with a 475/14X and Brian Lang with a 464/7X.

When the smoke cleared, Todd had won his second Rim Fire crown. CONGRATULATIONS!
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MISS THESE AND YOUMISS A LOT!

JAKES Event
August 8th, 2026

Registration opens at 8:00 am
Event begins at 8:30am

Join us for a FREE :I.l],.r of fun
and acrivities!

GET YOUR INFO IN TODAY!

forry, no walk-in registrations will be accepted
the day of event.

National Wild Turkey Federation

The National Wild Torkey Federation (NWTF) 15 a
non-profit conservaton amnd education orgamzation
founded m 1573, The NWTT 15 the leader m upland
wildlife habatat conservation mn North Amenca, ded
wcated to the conservanon of the wald nukey and the
preservation of our nnting hentage

LA A A 2 20 2 2 2 2 2 2

16" ANNUAL

JAKES Event
For youth ages
7-17
National Wild Turkey

Federation
Three Rivers Chapter

P e
NWTE

Conserve. Hunt. Share.

Hosted by
Izaak Walton Leasue of America

WHEN

_Aug. 8th, 2026

WHEFRE

Izaak WaLTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA
17100 GrRIFFIN RD.
HUNTERTOWMN, IN 46748

JAKES 2026

R.L‘"I L 'IHL‘FII Release Form below mnay be Glled snt or

LI !. """ F for a Google Form, Parent O Crzardhian
50T ‘:'LIJ.‘IuL.rH.J.-I-E:] & For Each Chald
Youith Name 5.3-
Address
City: Stmte Zip

Farend / [egal Chzardian's Name

(prmi] P

Emul

Parent ' Legal Guardian muast attend

Rel { Liability & Phote Edlease (ol
below)

As parent/legal puandiznBig Brother Sister of the clald
listed above, 1 certafy that sad chold has ory peroussion to
attend and particrpate m all achvities oo Angust Sth, 2026
af the Iraak Walton | eagoe of Amerca Him-tertown, TN
property. sponsored by (he Three Bavers Chapter of the
HNational Wild Turkey Federation. By signing this form_ I
Bereby wnive knd release all other o CagRiaT s the host
sponsors aod all other officials or parents mvolved in the
event from all clazme snd/or damage mevrred in connection
with thas event [ also hereby grant the sponsor and co-
wponsors the mycondstio 1|.'|ll|ri11 to nae the nnme, voice, and

photog npl:.l. likeness of the above wid child, m connection
with anv of the artic l! pre releases, and mdiodvedeo
p.':'mlsl:l.'-r'..

Signature of Parent or Legal Gunrdian

Diate:

Sign me up for the JAKES

{limited to the first 50 kds)

x5 5% %% xxxxxx USA 250 « «

“What would a blind man give to see pleasant rivers ,
meadows, flowers, and many others that we enjoy?”

IZAAK WALTON

Are you taking advantage of your membership and the opportunity to create
family memories in the Outdoors, that will never be forgotten?




