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The Fall Membership meeting, held on September 28th, was a significant 
event for our Chapter. It marked the 100th occurrence of our Fall meeting, 
serving as a fitting conclusion to our Celebration. The meeting also served 
as a platform to showcase substantial improvements to our chapter            
facilities. The Board addressed longstanding structural issues that had  
previously received insufficient attention.  For our chapter members who 
were unable to attend, the PowerPoint slides from the meeting are being 
reproduced here. However, it is important to note that these slides may 
not fully capture the extent of the  . We encourage you to visit our           
facilities to experience the enhancements firsthand.  

SUPPORT 
OUR OUR           

FINE               
BUSINESS                          

SPONSORS! 
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2016 Member Meeting Slides 
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DON’T  MISS  THESE FAMILY  EVENTS 
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PRESIDENTS LETTER 

Woody Woodling 

          Chapter President 

Our recent Member’s Meeting was very informative.  I believe those that attended feel it was well worth their time.  Having a “Greet and 
Meet” period to enjoy the food and having the opportunity to speak with fellow members proved to be a great addition to our meeting.   

Presentations by several of our Board members highlighted where we are financially, membership, conservation, building and grounds, 
and the variety of events that have taken place this past year.  Areas throughout our facility have been upgraded and looking better than 
they have for many years.  Be sure to visit sometime soon and see what all has been done.  

As the newly elected President I want to thank the Board members for all the work they have accomplished, along with some help from 
other members.  Not only do our Board members take on the responsibility of their role, but they also support the many projects and 
events.  They do so by being the planners, and workers.  

One of the primary goals this next year is to have more member involvement.  Currently 12 Board members, the many RSO’s and a dozen 
other members make up our volunteers. That’s out of a membership of over 400 and total members of over 600. 

We hope we can get more members involved and increase the social benefits of being a member.  The Fort Wayne Chapter is the largest 
Chapter in the State of Indiana.  Something to be proud of. We are growing because of the variety of resources that are available.  The 
R&P range is one of our biggest draws, but many have found that the T&S Range, Archery Range, Hiking Trails, Fishing Pond, and new 
Primitive Camping locations are great for the family and for meeting new people. 

To create more involvement this next year plans are to pursue the following: 

•Phone calls to members 

•Member Survey 

•Kick off Fund Raising Events 

•More Social Events 

•More shooting events 

•More archery events 

•Even more Social Media contacts 

•Continue to improve our Website 

•Seek grants and donations from Members, Organizations, and Businesses 

•Amongst our members there many TALENTS, EXPERIENCE, AND RESOURCES. 

•The more volunteers, the lighter the load. 

•We can accomplish so much by working together as a team. 

 

All these initiatives can be achieved 

•Renovate our bathrooms to be ADA compliant and much nicer. 

•Replace the roof on our Chapter Hall. 

•Increase rentals. 
•Upgrade the cement pads of our skeet range. 

•Make additions to the R&P Range. 
•kick off needed fundraisers. 

•Continue our Conservation Projects. 
 

We can be the best Chapter in the State and maybe the Nation.   

Will you join me in making this the best year for all of us. 
 

   

Fort Wayne Chapter, IWLA 
17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN 



Upcoming Events & Needs 
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From The Pond Guy! 

In addition to the careful monitoring of the pond weeds, and the addition of 

grass carp to eat weeds, the recent discovery of crappie in the pond adds a 

new dimension to our stunted bass syndrome.  Crappie are voracious eaters 

and are the main competitors to what the bass feed on.  Please continue to 

remove ALL crappie and bluegill under 14 inches, but any bass that you catch 

can be returned to the water.  Please do not harm or remove the grass carp. 

They are growing rapidly and are a vital part of natural weed control. 

Officers & Directors Elected 
OUR BOARD IS MADE UP OF FIFTEEN MEMBERS

Officers

• We have six Officers

• All serve one-year terms.

Director/Range 
Managers

• We have three Director/Range Managers.

• Each serve a three-year term.

Directors

• We have Six Directors.

• Each serve a three-year term

Your 2025 Officers and Directors Elected At 

Our September 28th Member Meeting are: 

PRESIDENT                   Woody Woodling 

1st VICE PRESIDENT          Gabe Bowser 

VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP   Carl Ehinger 

SECRETARY  (Acting)         Carl Ehinger 

TREASURER                         Melissa Doepke 



Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

      Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

Jay Butler 

Managing Editor 
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Skeet & Trap Ranges 

Sundays 9:00—1:00PM 
Wednesdays:   

Rifle & Pistol Ranges 
             Summer:  10:30AM—7:30PM 
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November 20th 

6:00 pm 

FREE 

TO:  Fort Wayne Chapter IWLA 
I want to congratulate the Fort Wayne     
Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of    
America for achieving your 100th year of   
dedicated conservation work.  Great job an 
legacy for the future.  Please pass mine and 
the IN-Division’s regards to all. 

    Jim Buiter 
    President 
    Indiana Division IWLA 
 
 
 
TO:  Fort Wayne Chapter IWLA 

Please accept the congratulations of the      
Illinois Division on you 100th Anniversary as a 
Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of    
America.  The Illinois Chapter sends you our 
best regards and congratulations. 
 
   Garrit Struck 
   President 
   Illinois Division IWLA 
 
 
 

TO:  Fort Wayne Chapter 
The Huntington Chapter congratulates you and all of 
your members in your celebration of your 100th    
Anniversary.   We appreciate your visitations and help 
during your term as a National Director and also the 
Fort Wayne Chapters hospitality in  hosting our 
USCCA  presentations.  
 
    Jay Michaels 
    President 
    Huntington Chapter 
    IWLA 
 

Huntington & Fort Wayne 
Chapter IWLA Hosts 

TOPIC:  Navigating the 

Dangers of the Holiday 

Shopping Season! 

 

Our new Izaak                

Walton Pledge 

shown on our cover 

was made by                 

Melissa                   

Doepke, our                     

Treasurer. 
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Jay Butler— Managing Editor   Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
Melissa Doepke—Assistant Editor 
Carl Ehinger—Distribution 
Victoria Boyd-Devine—Copywriter 
Karla Wyss—Photo Journalist  

“the FW CHAPTER NEWS” a Publication of the Fort Wayne Chapter of the 
Izaak Walton League of America 

Cover Photo:  Gabe Bowser 
Photos By Jay Butler 

All photos , unless noted, appearing in 
this issue are the property of the Fort 

Wayne Izaak Walton Chapter. 
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The Indiana State Budget Committee recently approved $101 million dollars for a water pipeline to feed the needs of the LEAP 
project, and our state lawmakers have given the Indiana Economic Development Commission permission to spend another 
$50 million on that pipeline. That’s $151 million allocated for a pipeline project to acquire rights-of-way and related infrastruc-
ture, to pump millions of gallons of water each day from one water aquifer in Indiana mile upon mile, to supplement another 
aquifer to meet the needs of the little town of Lebanon and the 9,000-acre LEAP project being developed by IEDC, a quasi-
government consortium of Businessmen and Indiana legislative personnel.   

Not only has LEAP taken 9,000 acres of the most productive farmland in America out of production, while covering it with as-
phalt, but they now find that they must take similar action with the state's water. 

The LEAP program has had a nagging issue within its plan: the LEAP project demands a greater volume of water than the lo-
cal watershed can provide while serving the needs of both the project and the wider Lebanon community. To alleviate this error 
in judgment, IEDC has decided to construct a pipeline capable of transporting millions of gallons of water daily from a remote 
watershed and engaged the water consulting firm “Intera” to conduct an examination of the aquifer near Lafayette along the 
Wabash River. At the same time, without waiting for the study results, the agency signed a $10 million contract for the pipe-
line's design, reminiscent of an “All-in” poker game rather than a well-thought-out program, including Adverse Consequences, 
before spending our state tax money in such a manner. 

In the September 27th edition of the Journal Gazette, John Ketzenberger, the government liaison for the Nature Conservancy 
of Indiana, underscored the necessity of establishing a comprehensive water management plan in Indiana. He and other ex-
perts day this plan is vital for securing a sustainable water supply for the state and ensuring equitable distribution for the future. 
It's important to recognize that Indiana's water supply is relatively abundant compared to many Western states.  His comment 
concerning LEAP was this:  “If nothing else, the massive LEAP program demonstrates how ill-prepared the state is, and its cur-
rent priorities jeopardize a future of plentiful water.” 

While the Great Lakes hold 20% of the world's freshwater, Indiana only gets a small share allocation, which will diminish in pro-
portion to the high-tech water demands, like the recent announcement of Google building a tech center in Fort Wayne that will 
draw millions of gallons of water a day to feed its needs.  With Google’s announced building a high-tech data center in Fort 
Wayne that would require millions of gallons of water a day to support it, our City of Fort Wayne proudly proclaimed that we 
have plenty of water and can support such an enterprise. And they were probably right in that claim, purely in the narrow con-
text of the water needs of “our city”. But what about LEAP and other projects on the long-term water of the State? These two 
water monsters are only the tip of the iceberg, and one thing is for sure: the high-tech needs will be far greater than the previ-
ous industrial-age manufacturers that built mid-America.  And don’t forget, water aquifers recognize neither city limits nor state 
borders. 

Not only does our Indiana legislature lack vision for a water management plan that considers future high-tech water require-
ments, but this lack of vision has also led to the gutting of the legislation in place to protect the state's wetlands, which preserve 
the state's surface water. 

In comparison, Texas has such a water planning agency. However, due to a historical lack of vision of water needs in this dry 
state, its new water management program had to be organized on a county-by-county basis rather than by state or multi-state 
regional approach. Awakening to this need for water oversight, has led Texas to invest in more than $2 billion in water man-
agement for the future.  

The neighboring states of Indiana, including Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio, have all implemented comprehensive regulations for 
water quality and usage. It's crucial for Indiana residents to understand the importance of water management in addressing 
potential water shortages and distribution challenges in the future. The state legislature should carefully consider the economic 
impact of introducing advanced technology in Indiana and prioritize the development of a long-term holistic water policy to sup-
port it. Managing both these aspects is vital for Indiana's future, and it's important for residents and conservation organizations 
to come together to advocate for the state to address each need in a balanced manner  

LATEST ON WATER USAGE AROUND LEBANON, 
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OCTOBER EVENTS 

CHAPTER CALENDAR 

2024 EVENT TIME 

1-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 5P-7P 

1-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout E hall & Trails 
use 5p-7p 

2-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed All day 

2-Oct Wed PublicT rap Shoot 
5p-8p 

3-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed All day 

3-Oct Thu BD Trap Team Practice 5p-7p 

5-Oct Sat Trelleborg volunteer day N/A 

6-Oct Sat Fishing Derby 3p-5p 

6-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 9a-1p 

8-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 5P-7P 

8-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout E hall & Trails 
use 5P-7P 

9-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed All day 

9-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 
5p-8p 

10-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed All day 

10-Oct Thu BD Trap Team Practice 5p-7p 

13-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 9a-1p 

13-Oct Sun (Tentative) Rental N/A 

15-Oct Tue Youth Trap Shoot Camp 5P-7P 

15-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout E hall & Trails 
use 5P-7P 

NOVEMBER  
EVENTS 

15-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout E hall & Trails 
use 5P-7P 

16-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed All day 

16-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 
5p-8p 

17-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed All day 

17-Oct Thu BD Trap Team Practice 5p-7p 

19-Oct Sat Trick or Treat the Trails 

5p-
8:30p 

20-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 9a-1p 

22-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout N hall & Trails 
use 5P-7P 

23-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed All day 

23-Oct Wed Public Trap Shoot 
5p-8p 

24-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed All day 

24-Oct Thu BD Trap Team Practice 5p-7p 

25-Oct Fri Outdoor movie night 
8:30P 

26-Oct Sat RSO Staff Meeting 6p? 

27-Oct Sun Public Trap Shoot 9a-1p 

29-Oct Tue 
Boy Scout N hall & Trails 
use 5P-7P 

30-Oct Wed R&P Range Closed All day 

30-Oct Wed 
Last Wed Public Trap Shoot 
of Season 

5p-8p 

31-Oct Thu R&P Range Closed All day 

31-Oct Thu 
Deadline for IN Division 
AWARDS submission All day 

 


