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Your editors have had a lot of compliments on our featuring Chapter member’s, giving our 
readers a little insight into their Sports Shooting lives.  Todays interview will be with two 
brothers, whom I have developed a wonderful relationship with.  In my years as Range    
Manager and as CRSO, they gave of themselves so unselfishly in their support, that I came 
to know them well and treasure the relationship.  Today, we are speaking to the Hessert    
Brothers, Ron & Tim.  

JAY:  Welcome guys!  This interview is long overdue, and like everything else about you 
guys, it took a lot of cajoling, nagging, and begging to get you to agree to sit down for an 
interview. 

RON:  Hello Jay, but com’on it couldn’t have been that bad! 

JAY:  Well, maybe I exaggerated a 
bit, but not much.  We see a lot of 
you guys, but you always have a gun 
in your hands or a tool of some kind 
or another.  And getting you both to 
sit still for an interview at the same 
time hasn’t exactly been easy.  Tell 
me, how long have you guy’s been 
members of our chapter? 
RON:  I think it was 2009 when I 
joined.  Somewhere around there. 
TIM:  I joined the year after Ron not 
sure when that was. 
 

JAY:  Well, I looked it up and Ron 
you joined April 29, 2010 and Tim 
you became a member on August 
21, 2011.  What was it that lead you 
both to join the Fort Wayne                 
Chapter? 
RON: I like shootin.’ 
JAY:  That’s it, just three words?  This is 
going to be a short interview. 
 

JAY:  What is it that has convinced you 
to stay? 
RON:  I still have to say “the shootin”, but 
seriously, I’d have to say that the people 
and our ranges satisfy me greatly. 
TIM:  I can sum it up in two words:  Loca-
tion and Value.  I live very close by, and 
the range is convenient and a great place 
to shoot. 
 

JAY:  I remember recruiting you both as 
RSO’s and how difficult it was for me to 
sign you up.  If you remember, I’d ask 
every time I ran into you.  What was it  

the Fort Wayne Chapter 

The Hessert Brothers 

Page One 

 
 
 
 
 

 
IN  

THIS ISSUE 

Cover Photo:                
Tim & Ron Hessert 

 
PAGE ONE:   
The Hessert Brothers’ 
 
PAGE FIVE: 
Around The Chapter 

In Photos. 
 
PAGE SIX: 

The “Skinny” On   
Capital                    

Improvements. 
 
PAGE SEVEN: 

Creating:  FW      
Chapter News 

 
PAGE EIGHT: 

News In Brief 
 
PAGE EIGHT 
Chapter Membership 

Report 
 
PAGE EIGHT 

Reminder:                        
Range Card Expires 

December 31st. 
 
PAGE NINE: 

Rifle & Pistol Range 
On Winter Hours 

 
PAGE TEN 

2022 Chapter         
Directory 

 
 
 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Two 

that caused you to relent and become RSO’s? 
RON:  When the range reopened, there was requirement put into place a mandate that an RSO was necessary for 
the range to be open.  And in those early days, we got tired of showing up and finding the range closed, because the 
RSO wasn’t here. 
JAY:  Yeah, after reopening in 2016, we had enough RSO’s on the roster, but the level of commitment that we  
enjoy today, hadn’t matured yet.  But we hung in there, because it was the right thing to do.  Before we            
implemented the RSO program, it used to be like the Wild West.  Holes shot in the roof, broken beer bottles 
down range, and even whisky bottles in the trash.  And we didn’t know whether the person shooting next to us 
was a member or not, and all too often; there was foul language and we often learned that they weren’t a safe 
shooter.  
TIM:  Gotta admit, it is sure different today, but we got awful tired of finding the Range closed for lack of RSO cover-
age.  So, we talked it over, and told you to sign us up for the next RSO Class. 
 

JAY:  And I am glad that you did.  You too are probably the most laid back RSO’s on staff; are among the most 
popular, and both of you run a safe range.  What is you’re feeling about being an RSO, or put another way, what 
is it that keeps you volunteering month after month? 
RON:  I see being a RSO as looking out for the interests of both the chapter  and the membership.  I enjoy seeing peo-
ple leave the range having a positive and a safe experience.  
TIM:  I enjoy the perks.  The ability to shoot when the range us closed on Wednesday and Thursday and like Ron 

says, it also feels good to be part of providing a safer 
shooting environment for members . 
 

JAY:  How many hours do you fellows typically spend on 
the Rifle & Pistol ranges? 
TIM:  Well, I don’t keep track, but I suppose that I spend 12-
14 hours  a month volunteering, plus RSO’ing regularly. 
RON:  You talking workin’ or shootin’?  Never mind, the an-
swer to both is “A lot!” 
 

JAY:  Do you take part in any other non-shooting chapter 
events or social gatherings? 
RON:  I usually make it to the membership meetings.  For a 
while I managed to get to the board meetings, but my work 
schedule makes that more difficult due to my hours.  Hav-ta 
get up too early in the morning  
TIM:  Yeah, I make an occasional member meeting, fish 
fry's , and maybe some trail hiking.  
 

JAY:  You don’t seem to have an interest in Shot gunning. 
Why is that?  
TIM:  Just not my thing.  Put a rifle or pistol in my hands 
and I am happy. 
RON:  I do enjoy skeet shooting, but I’ve never tried 
trap.  You’re right, we should probably spend more time 
practicing that, but we both enjoy shooting together and 
we enjoy hand guns and rifles a lot. 
 

JAY:  You both volunteer many hours of volunteer labor to 
the upkeep of our R&P facility. How did that come about?  
TIM:  I find it rewarding to take ownership in the appear-
ance of the Range.  Just feels good. 
RON:  Even though the chapter has made significant invest-
ments in the R&P range, it seemed like there were still a lot 

of areas that needed improvement and very few volunteers and no money to make needed improvements. 
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I’m just trying to do my part, as a member of an                          
organization, which benefits the entire membership. 
 

JAY:  Most don’t remember it, but our berms used to be 
covered with young trees and scrub, and you two almost 
single handedly, cut them all back and cleared them to 
what we see today.  And you Tim, spend many hours 
weed-whipping our berms to keep the manicured look 
that we have.  Few know of the hours you both put in.  
Ron, I see you spending a lot of time with the bucket on 
the tractor.  Impressive, my friends, impressive! 
 

JAY:  Let’s talk shooting.  If you had to make a choice, 
would you rather shoot rifle or pistol? Or both?  
RON:  Don’t make any difference, I just like shootin.’  
TIM:  I like pistol the most.   It is more enjoyable to me. 
 

JAY:  Do either of you have a firearm that you might     
consider to be unusual?  
RON:  Nope, I just have regular guns that were bought off-
the-shelf.  Nothing special.  There are better and fancier 
ones out there, but that’s not my aim (pun intended). 
 

JAY:  How do you feel about our steel plate offering? 
TIM:   Steel plates are fun and is a big draw to the range.  
Steel plate shooting stations always seem to fill up first. 
RON:  Shooting steel is a lot of fun.  I think they are a great     
addition to our range.  I would also like to thank those that     
contribute to the Appreciation Box at the RSO shed to help        
wit the costs associated with maintaining the steel targets.  
A dollar for each shooter on each visit soon adds up. 
 

JAY:  What is your vision for the future of our ranges? 
Where would you like to see us go; is bigger better? 
RON:  I don’t know if bigger is better, but it is a legitimate 
goal.  I would like to see more people get involved in      
maintaining and building upon what we already have in all 
areas of our chapter’s grounds. 
 

JAY:  Have you had any experience with other ranges, and 
if so, what makes ours different…? Or, is there is a      
difference? 
RON:  I’ve been to a few different ranges, but none nicer 
than ours.  We have a very nice range. 
TIM:  I’ve shot other ranges, but since joining here, I haven’t 
felt the urge to go anywhere else. 
 

JAY:  Have you noticed any changes in our ranges or our 
member behavior prior to our range shutdown a             
reopening?   
RON:  I believe having an on-duty RSO has really cut down 
on the non-member range users since the Wild-West days,  
you mentioned.  And our range operations and facilities 
have changed significantly over the last few years.  I’ve   
noticed that members use the range for socializing as well 

Our Advertiser Corner 

Place Your Business Card Here 

(See Last Page For Details)  

BROADEN YOUR MARKETING REACH! 

See Last Page Of This Issue For Details 
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                                                                                                          as well as shooting. 
 

JAY:  I have never heard either of you speak ill of      
another person. What is it about you that has in-
grained that into you?  
TIM: Discretion is the better part of valor, as they say. 
RON:  No point in harboring resentments or carrying 
grudges.  They don’t do anything but weigh the bearer 
down. 
 
 

JAY:  If there was just one thing that you would like to 
see done differently or changed on or about our R&P 
ranges, what would it be?  
TIM:  Continued improvement of the facilities and more 
volunteerism from other members. 
RON:  We have a nice range; I don’t really have an  
agenda of any kind.  Like we’ve both mentioned, I would 
like to see more members get involved with volunteering 
in all areas of our chapter, and not just the R&P range. 
The chapter could use the help. 
 

JAY:  With all that I know about your volunteerism and 
past financial help, you are being more than a little 
modest.  And both are appreciated.  Ron, few know of 
your matching fund challenge that exceeded all expec-
tations and kick started the  fund drive that led to our 
members donating the last $14,500 owed on our Range 

loan, getting the IN Div. forgiving the interest, and our paying it off four years early. 
 

As we wrap this up, is there anything that we have not talked about, relative to our R&P ranges that you would 
like to share with our readers?  
TIM:  Everything here at the Izaak Walton is done by volunteers .The more a member does and brings to the club the 
better it can become .The IWLA is only what its members make of it. You only get out what you are willing to put in. 
RON:  That says it for me.  Can’t say that I can think of anything else off-hand.  
 

JAY:  Now, that wasn’t so difficult, was it?  Seriously, we want to thank you for your commitment in serving as 
RSO’s and for the many hours that you spend volunteering in keeping the Range in the shape that our members 
have come to expect. You both set a great example for the rest of us. 

THE STORY OF A ROCK IN IOWA 

There is a huge rock near a gravel pit on Hwy. 25 in 
rural Iowa.  For generations, kids have painted slo-
gans, names, and obscenities on this rock, changing 
its character many times.  A few months back, the 
rock received its latest paint job, and since then it has 
been left completely undisturbed. 

It's quite an impressive sight.  The name of the young 
artist is Ray ‘Bubba’ Sorenson shown on right. 

ALL GAVE SOME                                                     

AND SOME GAVE ALL! 

GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVED. 
Photo Courtesy of Sorenson Family 
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November 7th And Still The Shooters Come. 

Chapter Harvest Good Crop Of Milk Weed Seeds 

Acres Land Trust Happy To Take Some Of Our Excess Utility Poles 

14 Turkeys Visit Rifle Range That “Clay” Is Gone and Just Dosen’t Know It! 

SEE NEWS IN 

BRIEF ARTICLE 

IN THIS ISSUE 

FOR MORE  

INFO.. 
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A question that is asked from time to 

time is:  How do I initiate an enhance-

ment or physical change to our chap-

ter grounds or buildings thru my di-

rect personal financial support or 

labor?  The answer is simple.  As we 

are a 501C3 organization of the Izaak 

Walton League of America, we are 

required to have an approved set of 

bylaws governing our chapter.  In our 

case, our latest iteration of our Bylaws 

was approved by both our member-

ship and the Indiana Division, IWLA on 

April 26, 2019. These Bylaws follow 

the latest recommended Bylaws for-

mat of Bylaws supported by Rules.  

The Bylaws must be approved by vote 

of our membership and the Rules may 

be modified by the duly elected mem-

bers of our Board.  These rules define 

the operation of our Chapter and sup-

port our Bylaws, pertaining to Mem-

bers, Board, and Chapter Committees. 

Our committees, primarily Rifle & Pis-

tol, Trap & Skeet, Archery and 

Building/Grounds Committees 

submit an annual budget pro-

posal to the Board, and if ap-

proved, it becomes part of 

the overall Chapter Budget.  

This gives the Committee 

Chair the necessary authority 

to implement those projects 

or changes within the Chapter 

budget.  This might include a 

specific repair of an existing 

building or a new feature or 

structure on the grounds.  If 

your suggestion falls within 

either of these parameters, the Com-

mittee Chair can incorporate your sug-

gestion within his “span of control.” 

On the other hand, if this is a new and 

permanent capital improvement of 

substance, the approval of our Board 

is needed.  A capital improvement 

most often is a new building, or 

grounds improvement/feature, and 

not a repair of something already ex-

isting.  Any member may suggest or  

recommend such a feature.  You as a 

member can either make such sugges-

tions to the Chairman of one of our 

four primary Committees and they 

will serve as your spokesperson in 

presenting it to the board for consid-

eration, or you may make your sug-

gestion directly to the Board yourself.  

We encourage you to talk to our 

chairman first, as your proposal may 

already fit within his currently ap-

proved budget.  And of course, you 

can talk directly to a Board Member, 

and he/she will take forward your 

proposal to the Board.  Finally, at your 

option, you may address the Board 

directly.  Your proposal should include 

project name, purpose, anticipated 

cost, and source of material if known.  

So, you have several options available 

to you. 

The above is a somewhat lengthy ex-

planation of something that is inher-

ently simple, and takes more time to 

explain than it does to implement.  If 

you have an idea for a new structure 

or feature, or want to offer a donation 

of your time or financial support  for 

such an improvement, your chapter 

leadership wants to hear from you. 

Contact information of our Board and 

Committees are in our annual Chapter 

Directory that can be found on our 

website at https://www.iwla-fw. You 

will also receive a copy of the 2022 

Directory by email as soon as up-

dating is complete. 

The “Skinny” On Capital Improvements 
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Your Editors' are constantly being 

asked how long it takes to put “the 

Fort Wayne NEWS” publication to-

gether on a monthly basis on the scale 

that we do.  

The answer is “It takes a lot!”.  While 

most chapters place the emphasis on 

“letter” in “Newsletter”, our goal is 

production of something more akin to 

a “Newspaper”. 

It is a two man project with Patrick 

and me, and each without the other 

would not be able to produce what 

we do.  I am experienced in layout 

software and in creative writing, while 

Patrick is an experienced photogra-

pher, who does wonderful work.  I 

have been doing Newsletters for 

years, and was the previous Managing 

Editor of the IWLA Indiana Division 

publication, and won the coveted 

IWLA best Division publication in 

2017. 

Patrick majored in Photo Journalism in 

College and has worked with a trusted 

Nikon for many years.  His current 

camera is a Nikon, model D5300with a 

15-55MM and a 55-300 Zoom MM 

lenses and an extended use Lithium 

battery.  

He spends many hours covering chap-

ter events and capturing them digital-

ly.   He often carries LED digital studio 

lighting as was used in the Cover of 

this issue. He then does the sorting 

and enhancement of those photos 

that he considers “a good possibility”” 

and send them via email to me for 

final selection. 

Patrick is also the producer of our 

new Range Safety Orientation Video. 

We will trade emails often as we do 

the creative work of design and lay-

out, each offering ideas to the other. 

I have studied Journalism as well as 

having had a Hobby photography 

business many years ago.  All articles 

are original, and some on the more 

technical side of Conservation, come 

about thru research on the internet.  

Topics may have take their creative 

genesis from the local newspaper, 

while others come from surfing a 

number of Conservation sources regu-

larly on the internet.   

A article, like “Concentrated Animal 

Farming (CAFO)” might take as much 

as thirty hours of research, while a 

chapter article 

takes much less.  

While Managing 

Editor of the IN 

Division news, I 

was often hon-

ored with reprint 

requests from 

other IWLA state 

divisions. 

Both Patrick and I 

start the following 

month’s issue, 

immediately after 

publishing the 

previous issue 

with no break 

between issues. 

Our being 

“Digital” gives us 

the latitude to 

make it the num-

ber of pages 

needed to cover 

the months news without worries of 

cost. 

The creation software is Microsoft, 

PUBLISHER, and it fits our needs while 

being easy to navigate.  I work with 

the computer screen transferred to a 

44 inch TV screen, but a smaller 

screen would suffice.  I do recom-

mend a larger screen than on your 

notebook or desk top, as it makes 

page creation much easier to visual-

ize.  The larger screen also makes it 

possible to view multiple images of 

different software at the same time. 

Patrick primarily, uses Windows 10 to 

do his photo enhancements, plus    

Nikon software  

Creating : FW Chapter NEWS 

 Image On “Windows 10” On Photo In This Issue. 

 Image On “Publisher” While Creating Cover Of This Issue. 



Membership Vice President Carl Ehinger reported the 

following member statistics to the Board at the       

October Board meeting. 

 2021 ACTIVE MEMBERS:                  693         

 2020 MEMBERS NOT RENEWING   556 

 2021 MEMBERS ON BOOKS          N/A  

 NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH:           08  

 2022 Membership Cycle Has Begun, So Unrenewed             
 Membership Number Is Somewhat Misleading. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
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DON’T FORGET... 
 

Your Chapter Range 
Card Expires           

December 31st 2021 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

OUTSDOOR AMERICA magazine 
interviewed third generation FW 
Chapter member Breman Butler, a 
competitive shooting athlete, for 
about an hour for an upcoming arti-
cle in next issue of the magazine, on 
Olympic Shooters coming from 
IWLA chapters.  One Jr. Olympian is 
from our Fort Wayne Chapter and 
two USA Olympians, one past and 
one current, from a Chapter in Vir-
ginia, will potentially be in the arti-
cle.  Bre, came home with two 
“Silver’s” from the Jr. Olympics held 
this summer. 

The Chapter is very proud of Bre, 
who just recently returned from 
World Competition in Lima, Peru as 
a member of the “America’s Team”, 
chosen by the U.S. Olympics’ 
Shooting Coaches.  Young shooters 

from all over the U.S., from shooting 
sports, including Trap, Skeet, Small 
Bore Rifle, Pistol, and Air Rifle were 
chosen for this honor, as potential 
Olympic shooters in the next Olym-
pics being held in Paris. 

Co-editor Patrick J. White has for-
warded a selection of photographs 
from our photo library that have 
been requested to support the arti-
cle.  Also, our thanks to Mike Sienk, 
who thru his generosity, funded and 
built the shooting bench mentioned 
in the OUTDOOR AMERICA article. 
____________________________ 
Chapter held its last seasonal 
Wednesday night shoot of 2021.  
This has been a popular venue for 
the chapter, making the sport avail-
able to those who could not make 
the Sunday morning shoots.   

Acres Land Trust came in and picked 
up about half of the excess Utility 
Poles on the Rifle & Pistol Ranges.  
These were left over from construc-
tion of the new Ranges, augmenting 
the baffles.  Acres was happy to get 
them, and will use them in various 
ways at the different properties.  
While the were here, they gracious-
ly moved the stub-ends that we had 
trimmend away and pushed them 
off out of sight behind the parking 
berm.  Our sincere thanks to our 
neighbors at Acres Land Trust. 
_____________________________ 
Ron Hessert carefully harvested a 
large quantity of Milk-weed seed for 
sharing with other locations.  This is 
part of the Save-The-Monarch 
efforts.  If interested in a small 
quantity, contact your editor. 

HOLIDAY RIFLE-
PISTOL  RANGE                

CLOSINGS 
 Friday December 24th (Christmas Eve) 

 Saturday December 25th (Christmas Day) 

 Saturday January 1st 2022 (New Years Day) 

DON’T LOOSE YOUR           

RIFLE & PISTOL RANGE               

PRIVLEDGES! 

Range Cards Expire January 1st 

Send In Your Dues Today. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 
Our Chapter Board of Directors start each board meeting with this pledge? 

“To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its re-
sources; to know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, 
and open space; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as 
a member of the Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Jay Butler 

Tell us your thoughts about our 

“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  

other Chapter related topic. 

WHEN DID YOU LAST VOLUNTER 
TIME TO YOUR CHAPTER? 

Executive Board 

Mike Prumm—President 
 Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Javas Vandeway 
 Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
 Bob Walls 
 Email:   kabobw@yahoo.com 
 

Site Manager 
 Zack Walter 
 Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
EST:    10:00AM—5:00PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 
 

RANGES CLOSED 
 Friday December 24th (Christmas Eve) 

 Saturday December 25th (Christmas Day) 

 Saturday January 1st 2022 (New Years Day) 
 
 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW NEWS” 
Jay Butler— Text & Layout  

Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Patrick White—Photo Content Email:  
ftwayne@hotmail.com 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Ten 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Eleven 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Twelve 

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY        

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

FROM YOUR CHAPTER 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD 

   MEMBER PRICE:            $120.00 for 12 monthly issues 

   NON-MEMBER PRICE:  $150.00 for 12 monthly issues 
 

2X BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD 
 

   MEMBER PRICE:             $180.00 for 12 monthly issues 
                
   NON-MEMBER PRICE:   $210.00 for 12 monthly issues 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 


