
• Chapter Receives Grant for Pollinators            Page 1 

• How to Plant Milkweed for Monarch Butterfly's           Page 1 

• Almost 50% of New Gun Owners Are Women           Page 2 

• Musings of An Ole Range Manager             Page  3 

• Did You Know This About Halloween?            Page  3 

• Interview With Our Range Managers            Page 4 

• Annual Chapter Craft Show Scheduled            Page 6 

• Chapter Fall Membership & Election Held            Page 7 

• The Chapter Membership Meeting In Photos           Page 8 

• League Presents Award To FW Chapter Member           Page 9 

Fort Wayne Chapter       
Izaak Walton League of America 

News    

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER, IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

The Digital Publication Of The Fort Wayne Chapter 

October 

2021 Issue 

 

Chapter Has Grant For 

Our Monarchs 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 

Chapter Has $2,000 Grant To                

Construct A Pollinator Garden 

Page One 

Currently, there are few causes for 
the decrease in bee and pollinator 
populations but those few have 
had a tremendous impact on the 
death of pollinators.  Between 
2001 and 2021 our Monarch 
population has decreased by 
90%.  Very simply causes are: 1) 
the increasing loss of farmland 
due to man’s never ending focus 
on land development, 2) the 
efficiency of weed killers used in 
farming, and 3) our desire to 
have perfect lawns through the 
use of insecticides and weed kill-
ers.   

There are others, of course, but 
these are the big three that are 
responsible for the loss of pollina-

tors that are essential to man’s 
production of food.  Insects like 
bees and butterflies depend on 
flowers for food – nectar provides 
carbohydrates, and pollen is the 

source of protein necessary for 
them to rear their young.  In the 
case of the Monarch Butterfly, the 
once prolific milkweed is their only 
breeding plant and our effective-
ness in eradicating this “weed” has 

had a devastating impact on their 
species. 

The Fort Wayne Chapter of IWLA 
has an opportunity to have a small 

but important impact on this 
loss, through our creating a pol-
linator garden.  Almost two 
years ago, we received a grant 
from the National Endowment 
of $2,000 to create this garden.  
The only thing holding this pro-
ject up is the lack of member 
volunteers to provide labor to 
create the garden.  If you are 

interested in helping us in this 
small but important effort on be-
half of our pollinators, contact 
John Kurtz—Chapter Board of Di-
rector’s at jdkurtz66@gmail.com 

The only thing holding this 
project up is the lack of 
member volunteers to 

provide labor to make the 
dream a reality. 

HOW TO PLANT 

MILKWEED 

We have been covering the Mon-
arch Butterfly being endangered in 
past issues.  Here in Fort Wayne, 
there has been good media cover-
age of local efforts to aid in their 
recovery.  You can be a part of this 
effort at home in your garden by 
adding a stand of Milkweed. 
 

Starting Milkweed indoors is a 
wonderful way to insure that you 
will have a stand of milkweed next 
summer.  And if you have young-
sters in the house, this is also a 
clever way to introduce them to 
the symbiotic relationship between 
plants and insects.  A key factor in 

raising your own milkweed, is to 
understand that milkweed must 
have “ Cold Stratification,” a fancy 
way of saying:  “If you want milk-
weed to grow, the seeds MUST 
have 30 days of cold exposure to 
break the seeds normalcy cycle 
before planting.  In nature, this 
keeps the Milkweed from germi-
nating at too early when weather 
conditions are not favorable to 
growth.  Doing this at home is very 
easy. 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED  
1 Quart Ziploc Bag 
Milkweed seeds 

Paper Towels 
Sharpie Pen 
Small Tupperware Container 
 

STEP 1:  WET A SINGLE SHEET OF 
PAPER TOWEL AND LAY IT ON A 
FLAT SURFACE 
Wet a paper towel and gently 
wring it out so that it is damp, but 
not dripping water.  Damp is good 
but sopping wet will cause the 
seeds to mold inside the bag. 
 

STEP 2:  SPRINKLE 10-20 MILK-
WEED SEEDS ON THE PAPER    
TOWEL 
It is best to spread the seeds on 



Our RSO’s are reporting ever increasing 
numbers of women shooting on our Rifle 
& Pistol Ranges. This should not be sur-
prising, as nearly half of all new U.S. gun 
buyers since 2019 were wom-
en, indicating a tremendous shift in 
the historically male-dominated Shooting 
Sports.  The Wall Street Journal reported 
this month that according to preliminary 
results from the 2021 National Firearms 
Survey, an estimated 3.5 million women 
in the U.S. became new gun owners be-
tween January 2019 and April 2021, while 
four million men became new gun owners 
in the same period. This trend is like the 
most recent study on Concealed Carry in 
2020 reporting that in fourteen states 

that record gender of Concealed Carry 
Permits, women comprised 26.4% of 
concealed-carry permit holders and in 
seven of those states between 2012 to 
2019/2020 the permit numbers grew 
101.2% faster for women than for men.  
As this trend continues, gun manufactur-
ers report that they are moving away 
from “pink guns” as most women are   
buying the identical guns as men.   

Move over men because all indicators 
are pointing to Sports Shooting having 
moved co-ed.  Increasingly our Chapter’s 
women shooters are asking the feasibil-
ity of having a “Girl’s Night Out” once a 
month on Wednesday or Thursday   
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just the upper half of the damp 
towel, so that when you fold it 
over, none of the seeds will be 
touching each other. 
 

STEP 3:   Fold the lower half      
carefully over the top half 
holding the seeds. 
 

STEP 4:  Carefully slide the flat 
sandwiched towel into the Zip-
loc Bag, being careful not to 
wrinkle or fold the towel as 
you slide it in.  Now, label the 
outside so that you don’t acci-
dently toss it later, and today’s 
date and the date 30 to 60 
days from now.  And you 
should put a reminder on your cell 
phone on the day that you want to 
remove them. 
 
STEP 5: PLACE IN THE REFRIGEREA-
TOR FOR THE 30-60 DAY PERIOD 
Place them in the Tupperware Con-
tainer to assure that they aren’t 
damaged or lost among the food. If 
you have a refrigerator area or 
drawer that will hold 33-38 de-
grees F, this would be the ideal 
temperature.  Otherwise just be 
sure to store them in the Refrigera-
tor and not the Freezer.   
 

PLANTING YOUR MILKWEED 
You can either start the seeds in-
doors, or you can plant them in 
your selected garden space AFTER 
the danger of frost has passed. 

INDOOR PLANT STARTING 
You can plant your Milkweed seeds 
in seed trays, peat pots, small clay 
pots, or any container that has 
drainage.  Dampen your soil with a 
spray bottle, and place the seeds 
about 2 inches apart or two per 
seed pod.  Place the seeds gently 
on top of the soil, pressing gently, 
but do not bury them.  You are du-
plicating the seed being wind 
blown and dropping on top of the 
soil.   DO NOT BURY THEM DEEP. 
Be gentle when you water the 
seeds.  Some prefer to continue a 

spray misting, while others place 
the seed container in a tray with 
no more than a half inch of water 
in the bottom.  Take care to touch 
the soil and if it still feels damp, do 

not water it.  Wait until the 
soil is completely dry to the 
touch. 
Set them where they get 
plenty of sunlight, or under 
a grow light.  If you notice 
that the plants are getting 
“leggy” this an indication 
that they need more sun-
light.  The studier the stem, 
the better and planting 
them when 1-5 inches tall is 

ideal.  BUT after the danger of 
frost. 
 
OUTDOOR PLANTING 
You can duplicate Mother Nature, 
by planting outdoors, after the 
danger of frost has past.  Follow 
your normal flower planting prac-
tices, but remember, the seeds are 
NOT buried under the soil as you 
would a flower or vegetable seed. 

ALMOST 50% OF NEW GUN OWNERS ARE WOMEN 
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MUSINGS OF AND OLE RANGE MANAGER 
We are living in times and are    
traveling trails few of us have            
traveled.  Covid-19 has taken a toll 
in more ways than can be counted, 
and the end is not yet in sight.  As 
one reads or watches the news, we 
take note:  It is a wonderful time to 
sell a house, but a less than         
enjoyable time to buy or build a 
new one.  The prices of lumber 
have soared 250% in the last 
twelve months.   

In order to lower the price of steel 
target replacement, our Chapter 
bought an expensive 4x8 sheet of 
500R steel and is having a local 
welder plasma cut our plates.  Now 
steel prices have doubled.   

New pickup trucks from the local 
GM plant fill the old  Navistar (IHC) 
test track, as they await computer 
modules that are globally in short 
supply.  With the new Administra-
tion, we have seen gasoline prices 
skyrocket.  And if you follow the 
commodity market prices, you will 
have noted that those prices are 
up too. 

But through it all, we have seen 
attendance at our Chapter Rifle & 
Pistol range continue to rise, as our 

daily member & guest visits go up.  
And that is a good thing.  Our      
current paid membership over 650 
is more than when we had the dis-
astrous range shutdown back in 
November, 2015. 

Our RSO’s are reporting a decided-
ly new phenomenon.  Out mem-
bers are coming to the range more 
often, but staying less time.  We 
are noticing that a sports shooter 
often comes in and will fire as few 
as eighteen to twenty-five rounds, 
and pack up their gear.  And then 
they will be back in two or three 
days to repeat the process.       
Questioned about this, invariably 
the response is their new habits 
reflect the cost of ammunition and 
the shortage of primers used by 
our handloaders. So, we can add 
ammunition and primers to the list 
at the beginning of this article as 
verification of changes in the road 
of life that we are traveling. 

There is a good side of this at our 
ranges, as our  members are        
lingering longer to chat with the 
other members in similar             
circumstances.   

Prior to our ranges reopening in 

2016, a shooter would come out 
and might not speak beyond a 
terse, “Hi, how are ya?” as they 
spent an hour or more on the 
range and maybe not so much as a 
“See-ya” as they picked up their 
gear bag and popped the trunk 
open on their car.  Now, there is a              
camaraderie, which is so frequent 
that it is viewed as nothing unusual 
by our newer shooters. 

In large part, this is due to our slow 
but steady conversion from a male 
dominated sport to a family activi-
ty with more women shooting with 
their family or coming alone to the 
range.  Our RSO’s have worked 
very hard to foster this feeling of       
community and as well as a safe 
and enjoyable place to shoot.   

The next time you are out to the 
range, whether it is twenty-
minutes or an hour and a   half… 
take a moment and tell the RSO on 
duty that you appreciate him or 
her, for their commitment and vol-
unteerism.   

 
Jay Butler 
Range Manager (Retired) 

evening when the range are down.  They 
have even noted that with the number of 
women RSO’s on our volunteer staff, that 
maybe it might be managed by our certi-
fied women RSO’s.  Asked what such a 
monthly event might look like, most have 
said that for the most part, “It could be 

just open shooting, with maybe a competi-
tion from time to time, or maybe a speak-
er on shooting sports.” 

The question is:  “IS THERE ENOUGH   
INTEREST IN THIS, TO EXPLORE A “GIRL’S 
NIGHT OUT” ON EITHER A WEDNESDAY 

OR THURSDAY EVENING?”                           

If you are interested, send an 
email to either Javas Vandeway 

at  jvandeway@gmail.com  

or James Ramsey at                   
jrsr7@aol.com.   

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT HALLOWEEN? 
Jack o’ Lanterns originated in Ireland where people placed candles in hollowed-out turnips to keep away   
spirits and ghosts on the Samhain holiday.   Halloween was brought to North America by immigrants from 
Europe who would celebrate the harvest around a bonfire,  share ghost stories, sing, dance and tell fortunes.    

Tootsie Rolls were the first wrapped penny candy in America to be used as Halloween candy.   The Hallow-
een sales average is about 2 billion dollars annually in the United States.   Chocolate candy bars top the list 
as the most popular candy for trick-or-treaters and Snickers is the most popular.    
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Interview With Our                                                        

Rifle & Pistol Managers 
Today, I am chatting with two of 
our Fort Wayne Chapter members 
who, together, manage our Rifle & 
Pistol  Ranges.  James Ramsey, is 
well known around the chapter as 
the Scout Master of Troop 55,       
sponsored by our chapter.  More 
recently, he has taken on the role 
of Chief Range Safety Officer.  
Along with him is Javas Vandeway 

a relative newcomer to the chap-
ter, but his newness is more than 
made up for by his interest in man-
aging our chapters very popular 
Rifle & Pistol Ranges. 

JAY:  Javas, let’s start off with you.  
Tell our readers a little about your 
views on management of our             
ranges. 

JAVAS:  You know… I see the 
Range consisting of three compo-

nents.  The first is the physical 
range and property.  My goal to 
help ensure that the range is kept 
in good, safe working order so that 
our    members can enjoy a relax-
ing atmosphere in an afternoon of 
safe Sports Shooting.  The second    
component is the volunteers who 
keep it running daily, and here, I 
am speaking about our Range   

Safety Officers.  These 
volunteer RSO's are the 
heart and soul of the 
range operations.  They 
each bring something 
unique to the range and 
truly keep it safe and run-
ning smoothly and with-
out them there would not 
be a range to visit.  It is 
my goal to lead the range 
as effectively as possible 

and to always encour-
age 2-way com-
munication 
with our 

RSO's.  Some of our best 
ideas have from this dy-
namic team.  And finally, 
the third component is the 
members and guests who 
utilize our ranges.  The 
members and guests who 
visit the range are the best 
around.  It is truly a joy to 
see regulars come out and 
try out a new firearm they 
just purchased, or to con-

tinue improving their Sports 
Shooting skills through practice.  
We, as Range Safety Officers, are 
responsible for providing a safe 
and secure range for our members 
to enjoy Sports Shooting.  

JAY:  James, what do you look for 
in a Range Safety Officer?  Is it pri-
marily shooting skills? 

JAMES:  Well, that certainly a part 
of it.  But it may surprise you that 
we are looking for “Attitude” 
someone, who is not so carefree 
as to allow members to just disre-
gard range rules/SOPs but who are 
capable of  enforcing those rules in 
a manner that is respectful to the 
member and not overbearing, but 
instead as a friend and not as a 
drill sergeant in attitude .  It's a 
balance.  Everything else, we can 
train.  But with knowledge comes 
the responsibility to understand RANGE MANAGER 

JAVAS VANDEWAY 

James Ramsey 

CRSO 
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the rules of safe gun handling, 
and a willingness to enforce 
them. 

JAY:  You mentioned SOP’s.  Tell 
our readers a little more about 
what an SOP is. 

JAMES:  That’s an acronym for 
Standard Operating Procedures.  
Here at the Range, we have an 
SOP covering a wide range of top-
ics.  Some are administrative, oth-
ers are managing first-aid and 
calling in first responders, and of 
course, safe gun handling.  But 
these are just a few of the topics 
covered in our SOP.  Our mem-
bers might be interested in know-
ing that their Board has an SOP as 
well. 

JAY:  If someone is interested in 
becoming an RSO, what is in-
volved? 

JAMES:  The chapter will absorb 
the cost of a nine-hour NRA 
course, and upon passing, they 
can achieve NRA certification that 
is recognized in all fifty states.  
We have a new RSO who trans-
ferred from Florida and became a 
member of our Hoosier team.  
Our contact information is posted 
in our Chapter NEWS each 
month, and we would love to 
chat with anyone wishing to be-
come a member of our RSO team. 

JAVAS:  And once trained, they 
are put with one of our experi-
enced RSO’s to help them from 
“book learning” to “actual field 
experience.”  We have about thir-
ty-five great folks serving our 
members as an RSO. 

JAY:  James, you had been an RSO 

for a while, before transitioning 
to Chief RSO.  Tell us a little about 
that transition experience. 

JAMES:  So far, my experience 
has been very good.  As you men-
tioned, I was an RSO for several 
years prior to stepping into the 
CRSO role and it opened my eyes 
to a whole new level of responsi-
bility for the Range that is invisi-
ble to those who use our ranges.  
I am the second member to have 
been our chapter CRSO, and I 
have some big shoes to fill.  But 
we have a fantastic team to work 
with and everyone has been very 
supportive.  They are also not 
afraid to vocalize on things  that 
don't make sense and/ or could 
be done better which has been 
very helpful by giving me differ-
ent ideas and perspectives.   

JAY:  I have noticed that many of 
our members gravitate to the 
steel targets.  How is the decision 
made to add or change things like 
steel targets? 

JAVAS:  We have a Range Com-
mittee of about seven Range 
Safety Officers who have a work-
ing knowledge of the range and 
how it functions.  These are the 
best of the best, selected for ex-
ceptional RSO skills, are seasoned 
gun handlers, and who have good 
people managing skills as well.  
We meet monthly and discuss 
matters specific to the 
range.  They provide guidance, 
feedback, and oversight on many 
things related to range improve-
ments, reviewing and adopting 
changes to the SOP, mainte-
nance, event planning and so 

forth.   

JAY:  I’m told that in the Air 
Force, the most experienced pi-
lots still use a “check list” at the 
start of their aircraft.  Are check 
lists something that we utilize on 
our range? 

JAMES:  We do.  We have both 
and opening and a closing  check-
list to provide the RSOs with a 
simple reminder of what to look 
for and take care of as they are 
either opening and/or closing the 
range.  Most of our RSOs are very 
experienced and have these pro-
cedures down pat, but it provides 
them with a good reminder as we 
all sometimes forget things.  It 
also provides a consistent guide 
for our newer RSOs to help them 
understand their responsibilities 
in the opening and closing of the 
range.  It sets expectations so 
that we as an RSO team can hold 
each other accountable.   

JAY:  Javas, I’ve heard that you 
are high on statistics and records. 
Why would this be important on 
a  shooting range? 

JAVAS:  There is value in statis-
tics, no matter what the subject.  
We review James’s Checklists 
monthly, looking for patterns, 
and we track the number of 
guests by day, week, and month.  
These are reported to the chapter 
Board each month and are shared 
with our members via our month-
ly Chapter NEWS. 

JAY:  Guys as a past Chapter CRSO 
and Range Manager, it has been a 
pleasure to sit and talk about 
sport shooting with you. 
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Annual Chapter Craft Show Announced 

The Fort Wayne Chapter of the Izaak Walton League is once again 
hosting a Fall Craft Show, featuring Jewelry-Tupperware-Crafts and 

much more. 

The Craft Show will be open from 9:00am to 3:00pm.   

Vendors will be allowed to set up beginning at 7:30am, 
with each table priced at $25.00.                                      

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEND EMAIL TO  

Cindy Kurtz at cgk1997@gmail.com                                                                   
OR Mike Prumm at mprumm@gmail.com  

Oct. 23rd.       9:00am to 3:00pm 

IZAAK WALTON 

LEAGUE 

OCTOBER 23rd. 

17100 GRIFFIN 

RD. 

9:00AM—3:00PM 
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Chapter Holds Fall Member Meeting 
2022 Officers & Directors Elected 

On the 24th of September, the 
Fort Wayne Chapter held its Fall 
Membership meeting and election 
of Officers & Directors for 2022. 

A quorum was affirmed with thirty
-four members in attendance. 

Elected were: 
President: Mike Prumm 
Vice Pres.: Patrick White 
Treasurer & Membership V.P.  
Carl Ehinger 
Executive Sec’y.  Jay Butler 
Director:  Allie Prumm 
Director:  James Ramsey 
Director:  Bob Vandeway 
 

Secretary Prumm gave a State of 
the Chapter report, including: 
1. Chapter is in good financial 

condition. 
2. Chapter growth has been    

excellent with approx. 650 
paid up members on the role , 
as compared to 2015        
members “before” the         
disastrous range shutdown. 

3. Our chapter has risen to the 
2nd largest in the State. 

4. Attendance in tonight’s 
meeting is 40% higher than 
our most recent member 
meeting. 

5. We have a new website       
almost ready to launch. 

6. We have launched an           
expanded “FW Chapter 
NEWS” digital newspaper. 

7. Our R&P range management 
has introduced many new 
management tools. 

 

He then presented a National 
IWLA Award to Jay Butler for his 
innovative Stream Monitoring 
method, later adopted by the 

League, as an alternative to      
wading the stream to take water 
for Chemical testing. 
 

There being now more business 
the meeting was adjourned. 

2022 Newly Elected Board Members.  From left to right: 
Patrick White-V.P., Jay Butler-Exec. Sec’y. Mike Prumm-Pres. Bob 

Vandeway-Dir., and Carl Ehinger-Treasurer/Mbr. V. P. 

        REMINDER 
You Will Be Receiving Your 2022 Dues Notice In 
The Next Two Weeks.  Please Return Them As 

Quickly As Possible. 
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AROUND THE CHAPTER IN 

PHOTOS 

          By  

       Patrick  

      J. White 
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Fall Membership Dinner & Election 

Chapter ATA Shoot 
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At the Fall Membership Meeting, Secretary Mike Prumm announced a National IWLA Award, Com-

menting that this was the 3rd National Award presented to this person, and the chapter is proud of 

him.  This is the letter of recommendation submitted by the Vice President of the Indiana Division                           
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DID YOU KNOW... 

Our Chapter Board of Directors start each board meeting with this pledge? 

“To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its re-
sources; to know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, 
and open space; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as 
a member of the Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Jay Butler 

Tell us your thoughts about our 

“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  

other Chapter related topic. 

WHEN DID YOU LAST VOLUNTER 
TIME TO YOUR CHAPTER? 

“And all at once, summer         
collapsed into fall.”                                

– Oscar Wilde            

IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

R&P RANGES MAY CLOSE EARLY 

DST COMES LATER THIS YEAR AND WINTER 
RANGE CLOSING AT 7:00PM BEGINS NOV. 
7th, BUT IF IT GETS DARK BEFORE THEN, 

WE WILL CLOSE EARLY.       

WINTER HOURS EFFECTIVE NOV. 7TH ARE 
10:00AM—5:00PM                                      

  —JAVAS VANDEW R&P Range Mgr. 

Tim Hessert Spends Many Volunteer Hours Keeping 
Our Range Looking Trim and Neat.  Thank You Tim! 
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Key Chapter Contacts 

Mike Prumm—President 
Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
Javas Vandeway 
Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
James Ramsey 
Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
Bob Walls 
Email:   kabobw@yahoo.com 
 

Site Manager 
Zack Walter 
Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 

If interested in becoming a        
member, contact Carl Ehinger at                      

crehinger@gmail.com 

CHAPTER CALENDAR 

 Oct. 23   Chapter Craft Show (Open to the public) 

 Oct. 24   ATA Shoot 

 Oct. 31   Last Wednesday Trap Shoot for Season 

 Nov. 7    Rifle & Pistol Range Schedule Changes 
          To Winter Hours  10:00am—5:00pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
DLST:  10:30AM-7:30PM 
EST:    10:00AM—5:00PM 
Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 
 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 
 

Wednesdays-5:30pm Until Dusk 
 

NOTICE:  Season’s Last Wednesday 
Shoot Is Oct 31st                     

CO-EDITORS: “the FW NEWS” 
Jay Butler— Text & Layout  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Patrick White—Photo Content Email:  
ftwayne@hotmail.com 

DON’T GO WHERE THE PATH MAY LEAD.  
GO INSTEAD WHERE THERE IS NO PATH 
AND LEAVE A TRAIL. 

  - RALPH WALDO EMERSON 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 


