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Since we began this series of inter-
views, we have dedicated our time 
and print space to those who are 
members of our chapter. This 
month, we are going to interview 
Mark Weldon, who is not a member 
of the Izaak Walton League. Mark 
and his brother, Matt have a unique 
hobby that will interest our readers. 
I became aware of them, when their 
“annual report” to our chapter lead-
ership, came across my desk. This 
remarkably interesting report listed 
ten different species of Dragonflies 
that they have located on their trips 
to our Chapter and the adjacent Ce-
dar Creek Corridor. 
 

JB:  Mark, how long have you two 
brothers been doing Dragonfly re-
search and what got you started? 
MW:  My brother Matt was a photog-
rapher first and he started taking pic-
tures in the early 1990’s, mostly of his 
mountaineering climbs in the Cas-
cades. However, Both of us have al-
ways liked the outdoors, going back 
to our earliest memories of camping 
all over Indiana with our parents.  
 

Anyhow, when Matt moved back to 
Fort Wayne, he started putting photos 
on Flickr, which is an internet photo 
sharing site. He had already started 
taking pictures of nature, especially 
native Reptile and Amphibians, and 
some Butterflies and other close-up 
subjects. One of his Flickr friends sug-
gested he try photographing dragon-
flies, which he did, starting in 2012. 
 
JB:  And your interest? 

 

MW:  I have always been interested in 
Nature, especially Reptile and Am-
phibians, as well as Bird watching. In 
college I branched out into Native 
plants, so I have always considered 
myself a Naturalist. I started working 

at the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo in 
1972, and I retired in 2016. Since a lot 
of my free time was spent looking for 
Wildlife with my brother, it was natu-
ral that my interests also drifted     
towards Dragonflies. 
 

JB:  Is this a 
hobby or a ca-
reer for you 
two? 
MW:   This 
would be con-
sidered more of 
a hobby, since 
my career was 
working in the 
Zoo field, and 
my brother was 
a laborer, until 
he became disa-
bled. 
 

JB:  What got you started on Dragon-
flies, instead of an insect species like 
Butterflies? 
MW:  Actually, we both have been 
interested in many forms of wildlife, 

INTRODUCING MARK AND MATT WELDON 

PHOTOS BY MATT 

WELDON 

Dot-tailed White Face Dragonfly (Male) 

Spangled Skimmer Dragonfly (Male) 
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primarily Reptiles and Amphibians. 

For me this covered all forms of wild-

life with exception of native insects. 

My brother Matt’s interest in insects 

and he pulled me in. 
 

JB:  Is your nature interest today 

solely with dragonflies? 

MW:  Even though we spend a lot of 

time searching for Dragonflies, we 

also photograph and document other 

wildlife and that includes butterflies. 
 

JB:  Our chapter has an interest in 

the Monarch butterfly  

www.saveourmonarchs.org and 

growing milkweed for their caterpil-

lars to eat. Tell me, is there a nation-

al following in Dragonfly research?  
 

MW:  Yes, believe it or not, Dragon-
flies are one of the most photo-
graphed of all insects. There are two 
reasons for this.  One is that they 
make great Macro photography sub-
jects, because of their bright colors 
and vast variety within the species. 
The second reason is for species iden-
tification purposes. 
 

JB: Are most Dragonfly enthusiasts in 
this as just a hobby? 
MW:  Many are, but again there are 
many who submit their Dragonfly 
findings to a national database, but 
to qualify for that, you must be able 
identify them by species, and this 
takes a lot of practice. 
 

JB:  Is the identification of distinct 
species of dragonflies difficult? 
MW: More so than you might think. 
For example, If I put a picture of a 
Midland Club Tail Dragonfly next to a 
Splendid Club Tail Dragonfly, they 
would look the same to everyone, but 
in fact they can be identified by spe-
cies. This is where photographs help. 
In some ways Dragonfly  watching is 
like bird watching, but in a less popu-
lar way.  
 

JB:  Once you have made a verified 

Slaty Skimmer (Male) 

Widow Skimmer (Female) 

Lancet Club tail 

Unicorn Club tail (Male) 
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maintained in the 

Natural Heritage data 

base managed by the 

IDNR Department of 

Nature Preserves.  
 

JB:  Does that mean 

that there  are State 

“endangered lists” ? .   

MW:  Well, there are 

State “watch list,” but 

there are no State 

protection laws for 

species of insects oth-

er than being listed on 

their watch list. For 

this reason, as well as 

their natural beauty, 

we would like your 

readers to feel that 

every Dragonfly that 

they come across is 

unique and an endan-

gered species of Drag-

onfly. 

 

 

JB:  Have you ever come across a 

species that is rare? 

MW:  A species may be rare in Indi-

ana, but common throughout the rest 

of its range, which often includes sev-

eral states. Take the Arrowhead Spike 

Tail Dragonfly that we found on the 

Izaak Walton League property. In In-

diana it is a species that is on the 

watchlist, so we reported it to the 

Heritage data base, and over time we 

found it in three different areas in the 

Cedar Creek Watershed, plus in sever-

al other areas in Northern Indiana. so 

If we verify that this species is more 

widespread than previously reported, 

it might be removed from that watch-

list. 
 

JB:  What other locations geograph-

ically do you research, besides our 

Izaak Walton Chapter? 
 

We also have permission to visit Acres 

Land Trust properties, as well as your 

Izaak Walton property. We really ap-

preciate the Izaak Walton chapter 

and Acres Land Trust for making us 

feel welcome, as we have found some 

particularly interesting “finds” on and 

near your properties. That having 

been said, the area we spend the 

most time in is the Pigeon River Fish 

and Wildlife Area in Lagrange County, 

due to the various forms of wetland 

areas that are present in that area. 

Lately, we are visiting many other 

properties in Allen County.  
 

 

JB:  I have noticed that you have 

mentioned in your report that some 

Common White Tale Dragonfly  (Male) 

Twelve—Spotted Skimmer (Male) 

Blue Dasher Dragonfly (Male) 
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Dragonfly’s breed in Cedar Creek 

while others in ponds like our Wal-

ton Pond. Is there some variation in 

“still” vs. “moving” water within the 

species that involves their egg 

hatch? 

MW:  Dragonflies all need wetland 

areas to breed in, many of the Club 

tails like exceptionally clean and 

somewhat fast-moving waters.  

Some require highly oxygenated wa-

ter which faster moving streams can 

provide, while others just need wa-

ter that is not heavily silted or pollut-

ed by agriculture runoff. Still others 

need sand bottomed streams or lakes, 

some like stony bottoms. And some 

can survive in highly organic stream 

or lake bottoms.  
 

 

JB:  Since 1922, Izaak Walton has 

been in the forefront of the conser-

vation efforts to protect our water-

sheds and the cleanliness of our 

streams and rivers. 

MW:  Most Dragonfly species need 

clean water to propagate and that 

makes the Dragonfly a great 

indicator species on how clean 

and unpolluted our wetlands 

and streams are. Dragonflies 

are fascinating insects, because 

they come in so many different 

forms, and because they need 

water to breed in. There is still 

much to learn about the status 

of each species in Indiana. 

Some species may not be as 

rare as once thought, and yet 

others may be rarer than we 

thought. 
 

JB:  What do Dragonflies eat? 

Autumn Meadow hawk (Male) 

Black Saddlebags Dragonfly 
Ashy Clubtail Dragonfly (Male) 

Arrowhead Spiketail (Male) 
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MW:  They are ferocious carnivores, 

both as a nymph and as an adult. As a 

nymph, they eat anything that they 

come across, even small fish. As an 

adult, their amazing 

flying ability allows 

them to capture other 

insects while in flight. 
 

 

JB:  Is this a hobby 

that might interest 

adult seniors as well 

as younger folks”? 

MW:  I am 70 years 

old and retired, and 

my brother Matt is 62 

years old and disabled, so the answer 

is “Yes, this is a hobby that you can 

enjoy at any stage of your life”. A net 

with a long handle or a camera with a 

good telephoto lens, overcomes many 

physical difficulties that come with 

growing older. 
 

JB:  In preparation for this interview, 
I visited a dragonfly identification 
site at https://greennature.org/
dragonflies and https://

treehug-
ger.com.  I 
found some 
great Dragon-
fly photos. 
Any other 
website that 
you would 
recommend?  
MW:  Those 
are good web-
sites. The na-
tional data-
base that I 

mentioned earlier is https://
www.odonatacentral.org. This website 
is run by professional as well as ama-
teur Dragonfly specialists. 
 

JB:  Mark, I have really enjoyed this 

interview, and I am sure that our 

readers will too. Most of us as kids, 

have caught a dragonfly or two, and 

most everyone if they pause to look, 

will see one of God’s lovely crea-

tures. But few of us, I am sure, have 

ever taken the time to understand 

the diversity of this species of insect. 

Thank you so much, for what you do 

and thank you for sharing this time 

with us. By the way…. We may ask 

you back to learn a little more about 

butterflies. 

MW:  You are welcome, and please 

extend out appreciation to your chap-

ter leadership, who have opened your 

grounds to us 

 

Thanks to the following: 
http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/species/fieldguide/
view 
 
https://www.inaturalist.org/guide_taxa/825896  

https://www.odonatacentral.org.  

https://greennature.org/dragonflies  

https://treehugger.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Dasher Dragonfly (Male) 

NOTE:  If you are an Indiana IWLA Chapter 
and want to invite Mark and Matt to your 
chapter to do some Dragonfly research, 

contact Mark at: 

weldonfamily3@comcast.net 

“Dragonfly species need 

clean water to propagate 

and that makes them a 

great indicator species on 

how clean and unpolluted 

our wetlands and streams 

are.” 
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In today’s shooting world, finding an 
FN 502 is difficult.  I’ve been wanting 
to acquire the FN 502 .22LR pistol 
since its introduction but I thought it 
would be nearly impossible until I dis-
covered one in LaOtto, Indiana, about 
11-miles northwest of Fort Wayne, 
off Highway 3, West on Indiana 205. 
It’s AAA Sporting Goods, owned by 
Zac Pfafman. His shop was unknown 
to me until other IWLA members 
bugged me to visit him. On a Satur-
day afternoon, I made the short trip 
up Lima Road to LaOtto and was to-
tally surprised that he had one in 
stock. 

I’ve been interested in the FN 502 
because it’s truly an Ambidextrous 
pistol.  

As a left-handed shooter, having the 
slide lock, safety and eject button on 
both sides of the pistol is a Godsend, 
and with an MSRP of $519, it was re-
spectable pricewise. If you check out 
other dealers like gunbroker.com and 
gunsamerica.com, it’s selling for 
nearly $600-$700. With my trade-in, I 
ended up paying $489.99 plus tax.  

The FN502 is hammer-fired Single 

Action Only, and is chambered 

in .22LR. According to the FN website, 

“The FN 502 Tactical is the first .22LR 

from FN with the industry’s first slide 

mounted, optics ready rimfire hand-

gun that’s ever existed.”  

As an aside, it’s manufactured by 

Umarex (a well-known maker of 

“Knock Off” guns) under the FN brand 

as well as many other gun manufac-

turers. I believe Umarex owns Wal-

ther if you’re interested. But it’s not a 

cheap version. It’s extremely well de-

signed and built. It's inspired by FN’s 

patented Low-Profile Optics 

Mounting System, and the FN502 

offers multiple sighting options and 

mounting plates for numerous brands 

of red dots. Also, the front and rear 

sights are elevated to align perfectly 

with your red dot. I mounted a Crim-

son Trace 1550 Red Dot to mine. 

Prior to taking it out, I read the man-
ual, broke it down and thoroughly 
cleaned it. While that’s my personal 
procedure, I highly recommend it be-
fore shooting any new rifle or hand-
gun. I’d rather be safe than sorry. 

I used Aquila 40grn Super Extra cop-
per plated ammo for my first 
shooting experience. The 502 comes 
with two different magazines, one a 
10-round and the other a 15-round 
extended version. I fired a 10-round 
volley at 7-yards for my first test us-
ing the iron sights. My aim point was 
the center of the target and the 
grouping was 2” high and about an 
inch to the right. After reloading, the 
pattern started to come down verti-
cally but still an inch to the right of 
dead-center. But for a brand-new pis-

tol, never fired, I’m pleased. Howev-
er, my only complaint is that you 
can’t adjust the elevation or windage. 
It’s truly designed for a red dot with 
the iron sights to co-exist to keep you 
in the “black” if the dot ever fails. It’s 
something I’ll have to get used to, but 
I’m still pleased regardless. 

The FN502 has a 4.6” Bull Barrel with 
a threaded 1/2” X 28 muzzle so you 
can easily attach a compensator or 
Suppressor if you want to spend the 
money for a Federal Tax Stamp.  

My choice will be the Pro Compensa-
tor from tandemkross.com for 
around $80. I had one on my Taurus 
TX22 Competition model and its re-
duced muzzle flip allowed me to keep 

the red dot on target shot after shot. 

Since the 502 is the same size as its 
brother the 509, it can be used in the 
same holster which is great for those 
shooters who use one in competitive 
shooting events. And best of all, it 
shoots the much cheaper .22LR in-
stead of the more expensive 9mm 
ammunition which stays a bit on the 
expensive side. 

FN advertises the trigger-pull as 5lbs 
+/-, but I evaluated it with my 

I tried it PATRICK J. WHITE, Major-USAF (Retired) 

FN 502 .22lr Perfection 



Wheeler Electronic Trigger Pull    
Tester, and the pull is less than 2lbs, 
was a pleasant surprise.  Plus, it had 
little “Take Up”, a crisp break and a 
reasonable reset. For a pistol shooter, 
each means better accuracy overall. 

Mine happens to be the Tactical ver-
sion, which is all black, but it’s also 
available in Flat Dark Earth (FDE) if 
you’re interested in that color ver-
sion. 

After shooting it multiple times, I can 
honestly say that the FN502 is the 
perfect pistol for both right-handed 
and left-handed shooters. Breakdown 
is simple. Pull the slide back, flip 
down the side lever and the slide 
moves forward off the frame. After 
that, clean-up is a breeze. Reverse 
the process and it’s  

 

back together. I'm planning on letting 
other folks at Izaak Walton try my 
new “Toy” and I’m sure     others will 

feel the same way as I do. This is a 
pistol everyone will enjoy and seek 
out for themselves.  

I tried it and I like it, a lot. 

 

 
SPECS:  
MSRP:  $519 
CALIBER: .22LR 
OPERATION: Single Action Only (SAO) 
WEIGHT: 23.7 oz. 
BARREL LENGTH: 4.6” 
OVERALL LENGTH: 7.6” 
TWIST RATE: 1:16” RH 
HEIGHT: 5.8” 
WIDTH: 1.4” 
TRIGGER PULL: +/- 5 lbs. (Mine was 1.4 lbs.) 
SIGHT RADIUS:  5.5” 

 
 

By Patrick J. White      
Vice President 

FW Chapter    

the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Eight 

Our Chapter has long had an affinity 
for working with the youth of Great-
er Fort Wayne.  Many of our Youth 
projects are long time efforts, and 
others are more recent. 
• We have co-sponsored Introduc-

tory Trap Shooting in an annual 
one day hands on experience in 
gun safety and a hands on Trap 
experience. 

• We sponsor a small but dedicat-
ed team of youth trap shooters 
as part of the AIM program. 

• We have two of our member 
youth shooting in Air/Small Bore 
Jr. Olympics, with one advancing 
to the USA world team, com-
peting in Lima Peru. 

• We hold a three day Young Ikes 
Day Camp offering many outdoor 
activities. 

• We partner with Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters to hold four individual 
shooting events to introduce 
them to Sports Shooting. 

• We have sponsored a Boy Scout 
Troop meeting on our grounds, 
for many years. 

• We have opened our grounds for 
Cub Scouts for a “Walk in the 
Woods” 

 

CHAPTER FOCUSES ON YOUTH 

On the evening of April 29th, 150 Boy Scouts 
will converge on our grounds for their annual 
two day Allen County Boy Scout Camporee.  

Our last Camporee hosting was in 1991 and we 
are pleased to partner with the Allen County 

District of BSA to bring this event to our 
grounds.  (See more on pages 10 & 14 of this issue.) 
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OUR ADVERTISERS CORNER 

Place Your Business Card Here 

(See Last Page For Details)  

BROADEN YOUR MARKETING REACH! 

See Last Page Of This Issue For Details 

The Year Was 

1922 
IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE 

FOUNDED IN 1922. 
Inside of a year IWLA member-
ship numbered in the tens of 
thousands. Indoor plumbing was 
replacing outhouses, generating 
a need to dispose of the waste 
and coincidently storm sewers 
were just beginning to appear in 
our cities to accommodate the 
huge increase in automobiles. 
This led to a “light-bulb” mo-
ment with the solution being as 
plain as the nose on your face. 
“Let’s combine em’!” said our 
city leaders, not thinking for a 
moment about the storm sewers 
emptying into our nations 
streams and rivers. President 
Calvin Coolidge would deputize 
IWLA to be the official collector 
of information on the sewage 
situation in the United States 
and our report to congress led to 
legislation on city sewage plants.  

 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO 
BE AN  AMERICAN IN 

THE YEAR 1922? 
 

The average life expectancy in 
1922 for men was 47 years and 
gasoline for cars was sold only in 
drug stores. The average US wage 
in 1922 was twenty-two cents per 
hour with the average US worker 
making a gross of between $200 
and $400 per year. Fourteen per-
cent of our homes had a bathtub, 
and the maximum speed limit in 
most cities was set at ten mph 
and gasoline was available only 
on drugstores. 

 
Sugar cost four cents a pound 
and eggs were fourteen cents a 
dozen, with Coffee priced at 
fifteen cents a pound. Most wom-
en washed their hair once a 
month using Borax or egg yolks 
for shampoo.  Canned beer, and 
iced tea were unheard of, and 
Mother's Day and Father's Day 
had yet to be designated. 
 
The Five leading causes of death 
were Pneumonia being the pri-
mary cause of death, followed by 
Tuberculosis holding a strong sec-
ond place. The third-place cause 
was Diarrhea, something that an 
over-the-counter package of 
Imodium takes care of routinely 
today. Fourth was Heart disease, 
and Stroke came in at fifth place. 
 
One in five adults could not read 
or write, with only six percent of 
all Americans having graduated 
from high school. Surprisingly, at 
the same time, eighteen percent 
of households had at least one 
full-time servant or domestic em-
ployee. 
 
Marijuana, heroin, and morphine 
were available over the counter 
at the corner drugstore, with 
Pharmacists speaking glowingly 
about "Heroin clearing the com-
plexion, giving buoyancy to the 
mind, regulating the stomach and 
bowels, and all-in-all, a perfect 
guardian of health!"  
 
This was America, in 1922, the 
year of birth of the Izaak Walton 
League of America. 
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The Wall of US 
Your Chapter Has Created An Honor 

Wall To Recognize Our Members. 

This wall is located just inside the door of our            
Chapter House and has been placed there for the 
purpose of expressing our pride in our members. 

 
The top row is reserved for the cover of our Chapter 

News Magazine and the next three rows are to           
honor people just like you.  Stop in and see who is 

on the wall.  It might surprise you! 

New Photos will go up each month and photos taken down will 

be made available to those whom we have honored. 

CHAPTER WORK DAY SCHEDULED 

A Chapter Work Day Has Been Scheduled For  

May 14th. 

We need member volunteers to spruce up our 
buildings and grounds for the summer activities 

and we need some help.   
Come for a couple of hours or all day. 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED 
 

More information to follow about work to be 
done and tools to bring with you. 

 

CHAPTER GROUNDS 
WILL BE CLOSED 

April 29th, April 30th 
and May 1st 
CHAPTER  

HOSTING BOY 
SCOUT CAMPOREE 

150 Boy Scouts Will Be                        
   On Our Grounds 
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 fort Wayne             

History lesson 

If you are familiar with Fort Wayne 
at all, you know that we are located 
about eighteen miles west of Ohio 
and fifty-five miles south of Michi-
gan in the upper northeast corner of 
Indiana.   

Every school child has heard of Fort 
Wayne being named after the fort 
erected by Mad Anthony Wayne. 
They and others have heard of the 
famous Native American chief “Little 
Turtle.” who lived in this area. 

 
Some are aware that the Wabash 
& Erie canal traveled through the 
very center of Fort Wayne at our 
new “Landing” in an aqueduct that 
later would become a railroad bed. 
 
 
 
 

But very few know much 
about the geology of the 
area.  

Let me tell you the “rest of 
the  story,” as Paul Harvey 
used to say. 

Fort Wayne is known for its location at 
the confluence of the St. Mary’s and St 
Joseph Rivers, coming together to 
form the Maumee River. The St. Joe 
River flows south, with headwaters 
near Lake Michigan, while the St. 
Mary’s meanders through                          

northwestern Ohio into Adams County, 
Indiana, where it flows northwest past 
Decatur, then enters Fort Wayne. It 
hooks around in its last half mile to 
join the St. Joseph River from the west, 
where they then form the Maumee 
River in downtown Fort Wayne.  

This is due to Fort Wayne, flat as a 
pancake, resting on the St. Lawrence 
Continental Divide, separating the 
Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico 
watersheds.  

Main Street Bridge 

Aqueduct Over River 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Twelve 

In our last issue, your editor spoke of 
this Continental Divide being located 
near Times Corners close to the Coun-
try Club and moving down through 
Eagle Marsh, where the dike has been 
built to contain Asian Carp coming up 
the Wabash River and maybe escap-
ing into the Great Lakes watershed 
during flood season. 
 

 Naturalist Betsy Yankowiak, of Eagle 
Marsh, just south of Times Corners 
puts it this way, “That stretch of dirt 
creating a berm is a thought-
provoking trek along a geologic mar-
vel. On one side lies a watery channel 
to the Wabash River and west and 
south to the Mississippi River. On the 
other side lies a tributary to the St. 
Mary’s River and north and east to 
the St. Lawrence Seaway. New Orle-
ans is located southwest and Niagara 
Falls to the Northeast.”  So, the rivers 
and the rainwater of Fort Wayne en-
ter two different great watersheds, 
one ending in New Orleans and the 
other over Niagara Falls to the north-
east.” 
Fort Wayne itself, being very flat is 
the result of glacial activity, which 
carved the depressions that became 
the rivers remaining today. When 
these monster glaciers receded, they 
left a layer of sediment geologically 
known as “Glacial Till,” with two 
unique characteristics:  It became  
rich and fertile farmland, and it tends 
to be as flat as a pancake. 
 

This “till” was formed as the glacier 
carried boulders, gravel, sand, and 
clay from as far north as Canada and 
deposited them much further south.  
The glacier evenly distributed this 
“Till” across central Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, which accounts for the rich 
farmland that the Farm Belt enjoys 
and accounts for the flatness. Indi-

ana.Edu website describes an early 
20th-century geographer C.R. Dryer 
as stating, “The terrain of central Indi-

ana as so monotonous that a visitor 
to the region may ride upon the rail-
road train for hours without seeing a 
greater elevation than a haystack or a 
pile of sawdust."  
 

Which brings us to yet another geo-
logical miracle produced by this same 
glacier activity. Just north of Fort 
Wayne is a beautiful topographical 
feature known as Cedar Creek Can-
yon. We have already learned that 
Glacial Till, left undisturbed, will result 
in tabletop flat topography. But what 
if it is disturbed? That is exactly what 
happened in Cedar Canyon. The “Till” 
was deposited in the deep crevasses 

by one of the early glaciers.  
 

Eons later, another glacier came 
southward out of Canada, and made 
it as far as the Cedar Canyon, carrying 
the “Till” deposited by the earlier 
Glacier.   Then a naturally occurring 
change in climate began to melt the 
glacier, and it stopped just short of 
Fort Wayne.  
 
The bedrock scars caused by the earli-
er glacier were scoured clean by the 
second glaciers melting streams. As 
the glaciers eons apart advanced, 
stalled and eventually melted, they 
compacted sediments into the val-
leys, and at the foot of the advancing 
glacier. This left huge amounts of gla-
cial “Till” and "Outwash". The 2nd Ice 
Age glacier came and went, removing 
the “Till” in some areas, creating Ce-
dar Canyon.  
 
Further south in Central Indiana, the 
“Till” was undisturbed, and the topog-
raphy became very flat. 
 

Our IWLA chapter is located right 
smack in the center of this glacial           

“Till” Remnants Left By 
The Glaciers Moving  

Through Cedar Canyon 
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feature. As an IWLA-FW member, you 
are the owners and caretakers of ap-
proximately two hundred acres of the 
Cedar Canyon. Adjoining us is “Acres 
Land Trust, owners of several hun-
dred more acres of the Cedar Canyon 
to the west of us.  
 

Seen from the air, it appears as a 
swath of native green forest, sur-
rounded by development. Today, it 
looks just as our founding fathers saw 
it and is a treasure that has protected 
more than six miles of land along Ce-
dar Creek.   Under private ownership 
this land has been set aside and vol-
untarily designated as Indiana Forest 
Preserve protected by the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources. 
This land must be kept natural with 
strict controls keeping it in a natural 
state. Thus, the    Cedar Creek Corri-
dor was created thru the wisdom of 
benefactors and landowners.   
 
And the really neat thing is that you 
can walk the Izaak Walton Chapter 
trails today and plainly see those 
huge cuts carved by these glaciers! 
 

Around us, urban sprawl knocks on 
our door. However, with great fore-
sight, some very wise people made 
the right decision beginning in 1939 
to purchase of a large section of this 
marvel with those purchases continu-
ing today.  This has allowed Cedar 
Creek Corridor to remain as it has 
been for untold years. You can see 
forests as natural as did our ancestors 
like Chief Little Turtle and Anthony 
Wayne, in their time. 
 

As members of Izaak Walton, Acres 
Land Trust, the Girl Scouts, and many 
others, we have dedicated ourselves 
to assuring that it shall remain that 
way for future untold years. Be proud 
that thru your membership, you are 

playing an active role in 
the conservation of this 
priceless resource.  Other-
wise, it would be swal-
lowed up by Development. 
 

And now, you know the 
rest of the story! 

 As members of Izaak Walton, 

Acres Land Trust, the Girl Scouts, 

and many others, we have               

dedicated ourselves to assuring 

that it shall remain that way for 

future untold years.  

Map Courtesy of Our Neighbors, Acres Land Trust 
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Hello Jay, 

My name is Bruce Cynar and I am, among other things, 
Treasurer of the Machinist Group of Northeast Indiana.  It 
is a group of retired and current machinist, shop teach-
ers, farmers, wood carvers, professional model makers, 
miniature engine makers and others who have an interest 
in machining and early technology.   

I read with great interest the interview with Skip Haberly 
in the March issue.  We would like to invite Skip to one of 
our meetings where he could do a ‘show and tell’ to 
teach and enrich us with his skills on gun making.    

Of course, any of your members would be welcome to 
attend. 

I would appreciate it if you would forward this email to 
Skip.  I can be reached at the information below. 

Bruce Cynar 
Old Technology Associates 

Thanks Bruce for your thoughtful letter.  Your email has 

been forwarded to Skip. 

     - the Editor 

Received this unsigned photo in my mailbox to-
day.  Am encouraging anyone  having any idea 
who this person is, to send me a note. 
     - the Editor 

Hi Jay, 

I’m Matt, the younger brother of Mark Weldon, 
and the one that does most the photography for 
dragonfly species and other interest like butter-
flies, herps, other insects, etc. 

Mark said that you wanted a picture for every 
dragonfly species seen and photographed at 
Izaak Walton League.  

Matt 

Matt, thank you for all of the wonderful photographs 
that your forwarded to us.  Our only regret is that for 
the sake of brevity, we could not run them all.  They 
are truly wonderful and provide insight to a world 
rarely seen! 
     - the Editor 

Let us know what you think of your local chapter publication of 
the FW Chapter NEWS.  As far as we know, we are the only 
chapter within Izaak Walton that is sending out a newsletter in 
the breadth, depth, and detail and this takes many hours of 
research, and countless runs out to the chapter by Patrick, to 
capture the great photos of chapter events included. 
 
Besides our local members, we send copies to our state                 
legislators, and to many other IWLA members across the            
United States who have requested being put on our mailing 
list. 
 
This is your publication.  If you have an idea for a future article, 
a concern or a different opinion, drop us a line at                       
jaybutler1940@gmail.com.                
    

    - Patrick &  Jay 
             Editors 

Your emails may be edited for brevity at the desecration of the Editors. 
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NOTICE 
CHAPTER 

GROUNDS CLOSED 
APRIL 29-30TH & MAY 1st 

 

GATE WILL BE LOCKED ON 30TH & 1ST! 

CHAPTER  
HOSTING BOY 

SCOUT              
CAMPOREE 

 

150 Boy Scouts Will Be On 
Our Grounds 
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Are you a new gun owner and want to learn about your 
new  purchase, how to safely store, operate and                
maintain it? 
 

Are you an experienced gun owner and want to refresh 
your knowledge about gun safety and proper shooting 
techniques?  
 

Well then the NRA Basic Pistol Course would be a great        
          course for you!   
 

Spend the day with fellow gun enthusiasts and NRA Certified Instructors James Ramsey and Rebecca 
McCann and learn in a friendly environment, gun safety, proper operation of revolvers and semi-automatic 
pistols, shooting fundamentals, proper maintenance and much more.   
 

Additionally, students will complete live fire training and a nationally standardized shooting qualification 
while on the range with their NRA Certified Instructors.   
 

 Students will receive the NRA Guide: Basics of Pistol Shooting handbook, take a Basics of Pistol shoot-
ing Student Examination and receive a course completion certificate bearing the signature of the NRA 
Secretary and your NRA Certified Instructors.     

 

 The course will be held Saturday, April 23rd at Izaak Walton League - Fort Wayne Chapter (17100 Grif-
fin Rd, Huntertown, IN 46748) starting at 9a and run approximately to 5p (lunch will be provided).   

 

 Cost for this course will be $25 for members of Izaak Walton League - Fort Wayne Chapter, and $75 
for non-members.   

 

So whether you're new to gun ownership or are a long time veteran, we'd love to have you participate in 
our class.    
 

If interested, contact James Ramsey at jrsr7@aol.com   

BASIC PISTOL COURSE OFFERED 
Open To Greater Fort Wayne Residents 

NEWS RELEASE DATELINE March 18, 2022:  The FW Chapter will 
be hosting the Board of Directors of Acres Land Trust at our 
chapter to hold their regular Board meeting.  Our two organiza-
tions share an adjoining property line further to the west of our 
Chapter House.  In fact, in one of those strange things that           
happen as a result of a land bequest or purchase, our property 
line wraps around theirs for a very short distance like a horse-
shoe. 
 

Both organizations have placed the majority of their properties 
into a Forest Preserves that make up much of the Cedar Creek 
Corridor that you have been reading about in our NEWS maga-
zine for the last two or three months.  On page thirteen of this 
issue is a map furnished by Acres that shows part of this            
corridor. 
 

In another of those twists of fate, the founders of Acres were 
Tom and Jane Dustin, who were past officers in our chapters and 
were among the leading conservationist in the State of Indiana. 

UPCOMING    
CHAPTER EVENTS 

 
April 1                   Home School Event at Chapter 
April 6                   Wed. Night Trap Shooting Begins 
April 16                    Chapter Easter Egg Hunt 
April 23                    NRA Basic Pistol Class 
April 24                    ATA Trap Shoot 
April 29—May 1st  Boy Scout Camporee  
April 29 – May 1st  Chapter Grounds Closed 
May 7                       Potluck/Chapter Elections 
May 11-14               Chapter Youth at Jr Olympics 
May 14        Chapter Work Day 
May 21                     RSO Training 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 



MAY 7TH SPRING OUTDOOR  
POTLUCK SCHEDULED 

the Fort Wayne Chapter 

 

NOTICE 
CHAPTER GROUNDS 

CLOSED 
APRIL 29-30TH & MAY 1st 

GATE WILL BE 
LOCKED ON            
30TH & 1ST! 

REMINDER:  Rifle 
& Pistol Ranges 

Are Now On          
Daylight Savings 

Time 

Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

Send to: jaybutler1940@gmail.com Jay Butler 
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 1. Phil Kerschner 

2. Stanley Bozarth 

3. Derek Leuders 

4. Bill Raspiller 

5. Julie Raspiller 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
OFFICER & DIRECTOR ELECTION 

        TIME:                    5:30PM 
        PLACE:                  Lawn of Chapter House 
        MEAT:                    Furnished by Chapter 
        TABLE SERVICE:  Furnished 
        BRING:                  Covered Dish 
 

COME AND GET AQUAINTED WITH FELLOW 
MEMBERS & FAMILIES 

CHAPTER 
EASTER 

EGG 
HUNT 

 

APRIL 16th 
10:00am to Noon 

NEW MEMBERS 
THIS MONTH 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the purity 
of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know the beau-
ty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to the preser-
vation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the Izaak Walton 
League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Mike Prumm—President 
 Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

 
Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Javas Vandeway 
 Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
 Bob Walls 
 Email:   kabobw@yahoo.com 
 

Site Manager 
 Zack Walter 
 Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 

 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
EST:    10:30AM—7:00PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE 

DAY 
 

DON’T LET THE                  
SHADOWS OF                    

YESTERDAY SPOIL THE 
SUNSHINE OF                             
TOMORROW 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 

I will be sending you information, logos and photos via email for 
you to design an add for me. 

 


