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Izaak Walton-Fort Wayne Chapter has “Broken the Glass Ceiling” with the 

appointment of Karla Wyss (L) and Deb Warnick (R) on our cover photo, to be 

the Range manager (RM) and Scheduling Officer (SO) for the Rifle & Pistol 

Range, according to Interim Chapter President, Patrick White. 

“This is the first time not one, but two ladies have been selected for this very 

important position in our Chapter.” said Patrick, “and it’s a well-deserved          

honor.” 

The selection of both women was approved by the Executive Board during 

their most recent Board meeting. 

RSO Karla is married to Mar Wyss, who is also a Range Safety Officer as well. 

Deb has been a member of IWLA since 2020 and has become an RSO herself. 

Both women are avid marksmen; are well-known on our range and liked by 

their fellow RSO’s. 

“Rarely do you find two more qualified individuals” noted Past Range Manager 

Jay Butler “between them, they own and shoot over two-dozen firearms and 

that’s impressive and they are frequently on the range shooting and chatting 

with other shooters.” 

Both are retired professionals who will be able to devote the many hours 

needed to supervise and schedule more than forty (40) RSO’s the range cur-

rently has available, with more to come thanks to the efforts of Chief RSO and 

NRA Training Instructor James Ramsey. 

Karla will be the Range Manager, and Deb will oversee scheduling and    coor-

dinating the days and times when RSO’s are needed to keep the range both 

open and safe.  

According to Karla, “We’re both very excited to be selected for these        im-

portant positions and look forward to offering new ideas to make a place we 

both love, even better.” 

Karla and Deb will assume their posts on August 1st to coincide with the         

resignation of current Range Manager, Javas Vandeway who is stepping down 

to devote more time to his profession and family. 

So, when you happen to see them at the range, congratulate them and wish 

them well in their new endeavor. Izaak Walton-Fort Wayne has two of the 

best, volunteering to make the Chapter one of the most diverse in America. 

Dynamic Duo To Head 
Rifle & Pistol Range 
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TWO FORT 
WAYNE                  

MEMBERS              
HONORED 

Two of Fort Wayne Chapter members were hon-

ored recently.  Mike Sienk, seen above, has been 

a member since 2013 was selected as our Man of 

the Year.  He was also awarded the           prestig-

ious “Tobin Award” from Izaak Walton League, 

for his tireless work in improving the chapter fa-

cilities through his labor and his philanthropic 

gifts.  His continual support of the chapter has 

contributed much in the way of improvements to 

our grounds and facilities. 

Patrick J. White shown on the right, was awarded 

the Chapter Defenders Award by the Indiana Divi-

sion in his first year as a member of the chapter. 

Patrick accomplished much in the marketing of 

the chapter in Fort Wayne some things we have 

talked about for years, but have never succeeded 

in bringing to the finish line. 

Both men, besides their other endeavors for the 

chapter, serve as Range Safety Officers on our 

Rifle & Pistol Ranges. 



CELEBRATE 1ST ONE HUNDRED YEARS AND PLAN FOR THE SECOND 
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Izaak Walton League Meets 

The Izaak Walton League 
met in Peoria, just a few 

miles from where we began 
in 1922, in celebration of 
our 100th Anniversary. 

Executive Director Scott Kovarovics 
highlighted recent achievements, in-
cluding the growth of membership 
over the past two years and the ex-
pansion of our volunteer science pro-
grams. As we pivot towards our 
second century, we can engage 
more people in conservation and 
outdoor recreation by being ac-
cessible - through offering simple 
activities people can do in an 
hour or two - and welcoming, by 
recognizing that today's new 
hunters are coming to the sport 
at a later age and through inter-
ests like knowing where their 
food comes from and discovering 
new social opportunities. 

OUR VISION FOR THE NEXT 100 
YEARS 

League President Vicki Arnold intro-
duced our vision for our second cen-
tury, which focuses on engaging more 
Americans in community-based con-
servation and volunteer science, ad-
vocating for sound public policy to 
protect America's natural resources 
for future generations, and con-
necting people to the natural world.  
Following the presentation, a panel 
highlighted ways League chapters and 
members can begin turning that vi-
sion into reality. 

Clean Water Program Director           

Samantha Briggs gave examples of 
League volunteers who go above and 
beyond by putting out an informa-
tional sign while they're doing com-
munity science, taking photos of their 
community science activities, holding 
fellow volunteers accountable, shar-
ing the implications of what they dis-
cover through doing community sci-
ence, and simply being persistent in 
their advocacy efforts. 

George Venable, Chair 
of the Rifle and Pistol 
Committee at the Lynchburg 
(Virginia) Chapter, spoke about how 
chapters can engage people by intro-
ducing them to shooting sports and 
by partnering with Scout groups to 
reach youth. 

Annette Hansen, Executive Director 
of the Porter County (Indiana) Chap-
ter, gave a brief overview of the im-
portance of creating partnerships. 
Potential partners are everywhere, 

including kids who need to fulfill re-
quired volunteer hours, university 
students who need access to research 
opportunities, government agencies, 
homeschool groups, and every organ-
ization at the local Earth Day festival. 
The key questions to keep in mind: 
what do you need from your part-
ners, and what do they get from you? 
Every League chapter has plenty to 
offer, including the use of chapter 
property for recreation opportunities 
or research projects, and the skills 
and expertise of chapter members.  

AWARDS 

League chapters, members, volun-
teers and partners were recognized 

for accomplishments in 
conservation, youth en-
gagement, shooting 
sports and other areas of 
excellence. A full list of 
winners will be on the 
website and in Outdoor 
America later this sum-
mer. 

 “RESPONSES TO                  
CLIMATE CHANGE AT 

SCALE”  PANEL  DISCUSSION 

Climate change threatens natural re-
sources, our economy and way of life 
unlike any previous conservation 
problem. It is possible to mitigate the 
most serious damage by acting quick-
ly and on a larger scale. A panel of 
experts discussed options from con-
servation across large landscapes to 
industrial storage of electricity gener-
ated by solar, wind and other  renew-
able resources. 

League Vice President Jodi 
Arndt Labs reminded us of the 

dual purpose of this pivotal 
event, encouraging every Ike to 

learn about one incredible          
accomplishment from 
our past and to share 

that achievement with 
others as a way of    

promoting the League 
and propelling us into 

the future.  
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Emily Rodriguez, the League's           
Agriculture Outreach Coordinator, 
spoke about the importance of sus-
tainable agricultural practices, which 
are the cheapest and most effective 
way to take up atmospheric carbon 
and store it in the soil. Better soil 
health practices can slow global 
warming and can also help to miti-
gate the impact of heavy precipita-
tion, which is becoming more com-
mon because of the climate change 
that has already occurred. 

RECREATING THAT 1ST MEETING 

Ikes packed a room to recreate the 
iconic photo from the first League 
convention in 1923. Meanwhile, Na-
tional President Vicki Arnold and Ex-
ecutive Board Chair Jim Piateski add-
ed the first signatures to a new ver-
sion of a historic tablecloth from an 
early League meeting. 
 

On Tuesday evening, Ikes mingled 
and enjoyed a lively auction for one-
of-a-kind items at the Early Bird Party. 
 

And on Wednesday evening, Ikes 
toured 10 themed rooms at the        
popular Parade of States social event. 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS ON DAY TWO 

Olympic gold medalist Ginny Thrash-
er, who got her start in shooting 
sports at the League’s Arlington-
Fairfax Chapter, joined us via video to 
share her personal story and offer 
some tips for engaging new audienc-
es in shooting sports. Ginny vividly 
described the importance of dedicat-
ed volunteers and high-quality ameni-
ties, and reminded chapters with 
shooting sports facilities to host a 
public event for National Shooting 
Sports Month in August. 
  

Dr. Montgomery, co-author of What 
Your Food Ate: How to Heal Our 
Land and Reclaim Our Health, gave a 
stimulating and well-received tour 
through the connection between soil 
health and human health. Land deg-
radation has been going on for a long 
time, but it accelerated in the 20th 
century. Fortunately, it turns out that 
soil health can be restored much fast-
er than it is degraded. Both on farm 
fields and in backyard gardens, soil 
that has almost completely lost its 
organic matter can be restored to 
health and fertility in 10 to 20 years 
through three simple practices: mini-
mal disturbance, permanent ground 
cover, and diverse plantings. Healthy 
soil then provides the micronutrients 
plants need to produce healthy food 
for people. 

From day one, the League has been a 
leader in volunteer science. Darlene 
Cavalier, founder of SciStart-
er, shared her perspective on the fu-
ture of volunteer science and helped 
the League prepare to leverage this 
work to protect the environment and 
engage more Americans in conserva-
tion 

NATIONAL OFFICER ELECTIONS 

By unanimous vote, the League mem-
bers present at convention elected a 
slate of national officers: 

• National President - Vicki Arnold 

• National Vice President - Jodi 
Arndt Labs 

• National Secretary - Jim Storer 

• National Treasurer - Scott Meyer 

• Directors-At-Large - Richard Som-
mer and Bill Kelly 

The League’s 2nd century vision is not 
only aspirational, it’s an action plan – 
it tells -people what we will do to 

conserve and restore resources im-
portant to every American.  League 
Communication Director Michael 
Reinemer show simple ways chapters 
and divisions can leverage the vision 
to showcase their strengths, raise 
their visibility and engage the media.  
Keep talking about our incredible his-
tory, Michael said, while also using 
the vision statement as a road map 
for engaging new audiences and 
meeting future challenges. Be sure to 
talk to the media; they are always in-
terested in positive local stories. 

One additional tip: avoid "IWLA" in 
favor of "Izaak Walton League." It's 
easier to understand and it's actually 
faster to say! 

Looking ahead to one particular point 
in the future, the Nebraska Division 
reminds us to mark our calendars for 
July 26-29, 2023, when we will gather 
in Lincoln for our next annual conven-
tion. Rooms at the Cornhusker Mar-
riott are $109 a night; parking is in-
cluded and there is a shuttle to the 
airport. 

WORKSHOPS 

Workshops provided an opportunity 
to learn more about soil health initia-
tives, simple ways to engage people 
in volunteer science, and the League's 
bottom-up process for adopting new 
policies on conservation issues. 
  

And in the evening of day 2, Ikes 
headed out to the Wildlife Prairie 
Park to enjoy dinner in the company 
of bobcats, bison and raptors. 

BOARD MEETING 

Ikes in attendance elected Jill 
Padgette (VA), Rick Cerwick (IA) and 
Dale Braun (IA) to the Executive 
Board. 
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RESOLUTIONS APPROVED 

Delegates voted to adopt resolutions 
regarding protections for ephemeral 
streams and wetlands, conservation 
of native non-game fish, and techno-
logically enhanced naturally occurring 
radioactive material. Following a re-
vised resolutions process that gave 
delegates more time to consult with 
the chapters they represent, the 
League membership voted not to 
adopt a resolution related to rural 
electric cooperatives. 

The resolutions will be officially add-
ed to the League's policy handbook in 
the coming weeks. They will also ap-
pear in the next issue of Outdoor 
America. 

NEW LEAGUE LOGO APPROVED 

Following clarifying questions and de-
bate, delegates voted unanimously to 
adopt a change to the League's by-
laws that would give the Executive 

Board more flexibility to propose a 
new logo for the organization. 

The delegates then promptly voted 
to adopt a logo similar to the           

anniversary emblem for long-term 
use. Watch for further information 
about the design of this logo and 

about guidelines for using the 
League's emblems and mottos. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES ON DAY THREE 

President Abraham Lincoln joined us 
today to tell stories of his time in Illi-
nois and in the White House. After-
wards, he graciously stayed for photo 
ops. 
 

After voting on proposed conserva-
tion policy resolutions, the Ikes in 
attendance closed the business por-

tion of the convention by 
adopting a resolution 
thanking the Illinois Di-
vision for planning and 
hosting an extraordi-
nary event. 
 

Later in the evening, 
Ikes celebrated togeth-
er one more time with 
a banquet recreating a 
meal served at the first 
convention in 1923. 

 
NEW LEAGUE LOGO 

View From              

Convention Site of 

2022 Anniversary 

Convention of the 

Izaak Walton League 

of America. 

Peoria, Illinois 

 

 

Photo by Jay Butler 



“MODIFIED” METALLIC RIMFIRE             
SILHOUETTE NOW AT IWLA R&P RANGE 
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I tried it PATRICK J. WHITE, President—FW Chapter IWLA 

Metallic Rimfire Silhouette is a sport. A shooting sport that originated in Mexico over a century ago. Mexican farm-
ers and ranchers hunted for food with their small caliber rifle in hopes of bringing home some type of meat or game 
for their family. Contrary to myth, their diet wasn’t tortillas and beans. It was whatever they could shoot on any day. 
Mother Nature provided the targets. 

Today it’s an NRA Certified shooting sport that is very popular across America, and it’s coming to the Izaak Walton 
League Rifle & Pistol Range in August. 

Under NRA rules, the course was set up at 25-yards (Chickens), 50-yards (Pigs), 75-yards (Turkeys) and 100-yards 
(Rams). The closer the distance, the smaller the animal you attempt to knock down. However, safety considerations 
required our course be modified. Our new course design is NOT the NRA Certified version. It’s a hybrid we hope will 
attract both .22LR and Air Rifle shooters. 

Here are the rules, layout design and shooting format: 

Shooting Distances: 25-yards (Chickens), 50-yards (Pigs and Turkeys) and 100-yard (Rams). 

Format: Two rounds, 20-shots per round (40-rounds fired in the entire match.). 

               First Round: Bench rest with Bi-Pod allowed at each stage. 

               Second Round: “Free-Hand” at all stages. 

Animals on each Lane: Five 
(5) at each lane. Four 
different lanes. 

Shots fired on each Lane: 
Five (5) rounds per lane. 
One shot per metal animal. 

Time allowed for each 5-
animal lane: 90-Seconds 

Maximum Scope Power (If used): 16X 

Rifles allowed: .22LR (Bolt Action, Pump or Semi-Auto) Air Rifle .17 -
.30cal 

Dates & Times: Once/month. Saturday 9-11am. August TBD. 

Entry Fee: $5.00 Members/ $10 Non-Members (i.e. Public) 

Prizes: Yes, also TBD. 

Age Limit: Open to all who know how to safely handle a firearm. 
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Congressman Jim Banks  
Washington, DC Office.  
1713 Longworth HOB. Washington, DC 20515  
 
Dear Sir,  

The Izaak Walton League of America was founded in Chicago in 1922 by 54 hunters and anglers, and we were one of the key organizations 

responsible for the creation of what is now called the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration (WSFR) Program.  

It was the hunters and anglers that asked Congress to support the excise fees that have been more responsible than anything else in the 

restoration and conservation of our fish and wildlife resources. Please do not support any effort to modify, sunset, or defund these incred-

ibly important programs.  

The WSFR Program is primarily funded by the Pittman-Robertson Act and the Dingell- Johnson Act. These taxes are paid by the manufac-

turers of fishing and hunting equipment and are used to buy and manage land for hunting and angling, to educate users, and to provide 

increased access to that land for recreation.  

These monies have been crucial to the State of Indiana for the acquisition of land for quality habitat for hunting. These funds are responsi-

ble for the restoration of iconic game species like wood ducks, wild turkey, white-tailed deer, and more.  

According to the 2016 National Survey on Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation, Indiana residents spent near $4 billion that 

year, at home and away, on wildlife-based recreation.  That number has increased since the covid pandemic began.  

Much of this recreation occurred on lands purchased and managed with money from the Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts. 

Dozens of properties in Indiana have been funded in part by the WSFR including Pigeon River FWA in Steuben County and Pisgah Marsh/

Durham Lake FWA in Kosciusko County.  

In February, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced a record $1.5 billion in annual funding through the WSFR, which include P-R- and 

D-J revenues, to support state and local outdoor recreational opportunities, and wildlife and habitat conservation.  

Rep. Andrew Clyde (Ga.-9th) has introduced legislation that would gut arguably the most important natural resources funding mechanism 

on the planet.  

P-R and D-J are incredibly valuable components of the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program and we strongly encourage you to not 

only withdraw your co-sponsorship of HB 8167 but to become a protector and advocate for these programs.  

Thank you  

Jay L. Butler 
Jay L. Butler 
Executive Secretary 
Fort Wayne Chapter 
17100 Griffin Rd. 
Huntertown, IN 
Izaak Walton League of America 
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          FW Chapter RSO Class Scheduled 

DATE:     August 20th 

TIME:     9:00am 

LUNCH:  Lunch furnished, but bring your own beverage. 

FOR DETAILS EMAIL:  James Ramsey  jrs7@aol.com 

Boy Scout Troop 55
Fund Raiser

When: Saturday, July 30th 10:30a until sold out

Where: Universal Windows Direct on Lima Rd, 

Just north of Wallen Rd.   

How Much: Chicken Half $9, Pit-Tatoes $4 

Troop 55 has been hosting a Nelson's Chicken sale 
for the last 4yrs and profits go to fund things like 
Troop camping equipment, Courts of Honor and 

camping trips all over Indiana/Ohio to include Pio-
neer Scout Ranch in Ohio, Lake Salamonie in IN 

and Oubache State Park in Indiana. 

Get A Good Meal & Help Our Troop 
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JULY 30th 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 

Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

Send to: jaybutler1940@gmail.com Jay Butler 

Page Ten 

THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER WELCOMES OUR NEW 

MEMBERS JOINING IN JUNE. 

 1. Michael & Tracy Cheezum 

2. Eric & Amber Bennett 

3. Keric & Elizabeth Fritzsching 

4. Kirsten Rigby 

5. Dakota Campbell 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
RECEIVE OUR NEWS 

MAGAZINE, SEND YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS TO    

crehinger@gmail.com 
(Public Welcome) 

New Fort Wayne Chapter Marketing Brochure 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the    
purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know 
the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to 
the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the 
Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Patrick J. White—President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

KEY CONTACTS 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Karla Wyss 
 Email:  marw4@frontier.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
 John Kurtz 
 Email:   jdkurtz66@gmail.com 
 

Archery Manager 
 Rick Thompson 
 Email:  rlthompson76@yahoo.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 
 

RSO Scheduling Officer 
 Deb Warnick 
 Dhow59yahoo.com 
Site Manager 
 Zack Walter 
        Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 
 

Chapter Information 
 Jay Butler 
 jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
DST:    10:30AM—7:30PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

Wednesdays:  April—Oct.  5:30 til Dark 
 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW CHAPTER NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo & Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 

I will be sending you information, logos and photos via email for 
you to design an add for me. 

 

MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $150/for 12-months 

NON-MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $175/for 12-months 

Enclose Form, Check and all Art Work or a copy of your Business Card. 


