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This month’s interview is with Mike 
Prumm,  our recently elected President of 
our Fort Wayne Chapter.  Mike, thank you 
for agreeing to sit down and giving our 
members a little insight into your thoughts 
and views for the direction, as our incom-
ing chapter President, on where you want 
to  take our chapter. 
MIKE:  Glad to be here. 
 

JAY:  Mike, what is it that drew you to the Izaak Walton Chapter? 
MIKE:  John Kurtz and I were looking for a place to bring our youth 
Trap shooting team, as the previous facility had gotten too political 
and less kid friendly. I visited the chapter and spoke with Bob walls, 
then Manager of Trap & Skeet and it seemed like a good fit for us.  
 

JAY:  How long have you been a member of Izaak Walton? 
MIKE:   I've been a member for four years now 

 

JAY:  Are you exclusively a Shotgun Shooter? 
MIKE:  No. Although my forte is in shot gunning, I also shoot hand-
gun, rifle, and bow 
 

JAY:  Tell me about your involvement with youth trap shooting 
before coming to Izaak Walton. 
MIKE:  Well, I’ve been involved with youth shooting for a lot of 
years, and have been instructing youth Trap shooting for more 
years than I care to admit.   And I also coached softball for 14 years.  
I’ve been involved with youngsters in the outdoors for a significant 
part of my life. 
 

JAY:  Tell us a little more about your current involvement with 
youth in Shooting Sports. 
MIKE:  This is now my 20th year of coaching a youth trap shooting 
team. I also help North American Wild Turkey Federation with their 
youth shoots, as well.   
 

JAY:  What is the most rewarding thing 
about your Youth involvement? 

MIKE:  Watching the kids grow into leaders and watching them de-
velop a willingness to give back to the younger kids with whom they 
are shooting. We have no followers on our team, they are all lead-
ers and that is a great thing. They will even step up and help kids 
from other teams at the various shoots that they go to. They want 
to see everybody succeed. 
 

JAY:  I’ve seen that same trait in my granddaughter, our 3rd  
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generation chapter member shooting on the Nation-
al Jr. USA team.  It is great to see this trait develop 
in these young athletes. 
 

JAY:  You’ve sat on our board for several years be-
fore assuming the Presidency.  Is there anything that 
you find frustrating as a leader within the chapter?  
MIKE:  One thing that comes to mind and a common 
frustration among our chapter leadership is the diffi-
culty in getting more involvement from our member-
ship as volunteers and to instill a sense of pride in our 
great facility. Also, I’d like to see us get more involved 
in the Community Outreach, spreading the word of 
our chapter's existence. Its often said that we’re the 
best kept secret in the Fort Wayne area. 
 

Jay:  Not the first time I’ve heard that, Mike.  Those 
are common frustrations among leadership through-
out the League, and every chapter leader has ex-
pressed that in some manner.  What have you ob-
served that you would consider a strength of our 
chapter? 
MIKE:  The potential for growth at our chapter. We 
have a great group of member volunteer RSO’s at our 
Rifle and Pistol Range. Our growth has been principal-
ly with our Sports Shooting ranges, but we also have 
great trails, a stocked lake, 
and a slew of 3D targets.  We  
have so much potential, if we 
could just  get volunteers to 
help with upkeep or running 
events, or even passing on 
their knowledge by teaching a 
class. I'm sure we have mem-
bers that have extensive 
knowledge in these areas that 
haven’t been tapped yet. Our 
problem is that in a member-
ship of over seven hundred, 
few are willing to volunteer 
personal time in upkeep.  In 
spite of our best efforts, few 
realize that we have no paid 
staff, and every bit of upkeep, 
maintenance, and teaching instruction is done by 
member volunteers. 

JAY:  Do you have a vision of 
both short term and long-

term plans for the chapter and what might they be?   
 
 

YOUR VISION 

Mike Addressing 

Membership Meeting 

Mike With John Kurtz 
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MIKE:  My short-term goal is to get our chapter more visible. We 
have started by the amazing digital chapter newspaper that we are 
publishing every month. We have numerous people that are not 
members wanting to receive this publication and you and Pat de-
serve the credit for making this happen. Your talented writing and 
Pat’s amazing photos are truly great.   But, our marketing overall 
has been weak.  Marketing our chapter is being taken on by our vice 
president Pat White. I believe his one-on-one conversations with key 
people in the marketing/business arenas will be a big help towards 

bringing in additional 
new members. Javas 
Vandeway has been in-
strumental in getting our 
new website up and run-
ning . I believe this will 
go a long way towards 
letting people know more 
about our chapter and be 
able to interact making 
membership application, 
as well as registering for 
events that we plan on 
holding . Another is 
getting permanent road 
signs giving directions to 
our chapter. We are 
starting to host new 
niche groups that will 
expand our potential 
reach into the communi-

ty and draw new members as well as volunteers. If we can accom-
plish these goals in a coordinated effort, I see our long-term growth 
into possibly the largest IWLA chapter in Indiana, with something to 
offer every member that joins. 
 

JAY:  Well, we are headed that way, as we’ve moved up from the 
5th  largest to the 2nd largest IWLA Chapter in Indiana.  As a leader, 
what would you see as most important to the future of the chap-
ter? 
MIKE:  Keeping and growing our volunteer base, as people see what 
is coming: Variety in member events, and creating things like Bee 
Keeping, a Rain Garden and Pollinator Garden you, with your Bridge 
Monitoring for Clean Water.  All of these can do so much to educate 
about  our responsibility as stewards of those things that we speak 
of in our IWLA Creed.  Our hope is that these things will  get mem-
bers more interested and hopefully want to help make our chapter 
feel more like a family. 
 

 
 
 

“We are starting to host 

new niche groups that will 

expand our potential reach 

into the community and 

draw new members as 

well as volunteers.” 

Mike With Wife Allie 
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JAY:  It being a given, that Izaak Walton is historically based on 
conservation of soil, air, water, and wildlife, what is your vision 
for maintaining a balance of Conservation and Sports Shooting for 
our chapter? 
MIKE:   Obviously being a chapter heavy into Sports Shooting as our 
primary source of income, we have the potential to divert funds into 
maintenance and 
growth of our natural 
resources. Zach Walter, 
our grounds manager, 
has constructed a 
greenhouse on the 
property to grow na-
tive flowers and grass-
es that are used for 
landscaping. This is al-
so a great opportuni-
ty  to offer classes on 
botany, natural land-
scaping, horticulture 
and even gardening, 
for our members and 
community groups. We 
have a summer youth program called Young Ikes 
and a community homeschooling group that will 
take full advantage of these opportunities this 
coming spring and summer.  We’d like to round 
out our youth activities with a competitive ar-
chery squad and maybe, even an air rifle activity. 
 

JAY:  The Cedar 
Creek corridor, be-

ing one of the few remaining natural woodland 
areas in Northeast Indiana, with most of it hav-
ing been set aside by owners like Acres Land 
Trust, IWLA, the Girl Scouts and others as IDNR 
regulated Forest Preserves; how important do 
you view this for the long-term future of the 
Greater Fort Wayne area? 
MIKE:   I think this, and more is needed to keep industrialized socie-
ty from turning everything into a concrete jungle. Nature and its 
habitat need every bit of help it can get, and I believe these, and 
other programs are essential for the future of our entire earth. 
 

 
 
 
 

Photograph Courtesy of  

Acres Land Trust,  

Our Neighbors Adjoining Our Property 

Immediately To The West. 

CEDAR CREEK CORRIDOR 

Photo compliments of Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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JAY:  Historically, the IWLA Chapters have looked inward, thinking 
primarily of member benefit,  what are your thoughts about re-
cent thinking of the importance of looking both inward and out-
ward, with more focus on community involvement?   
MIKE:  I think my comments to your earlier questions, pretty well 
sums it up. We need more community outreach to maintain and 
grow a strong chapter. Outreach is what EVERY organization, chap-
ter, and group, needs to do, just to maintain their existence, let 
alone growing. You also have to bring younger generations into the 
chapter. Nobody lives forever, and without growth and new blood, 
we WILL die. We have numerous events such as Women in the Out-
doors, which allows all ages to try different Outdoor activities, such 
as archery, beekeeping, raptor studies, botany, and even fishing 
lure making. We also have Big Brothers/Big Sisters events being 
held at our facility, giving inner city kids outdoor opportunities 
not available to them otherwise. The National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration is another group we partner with to instruct people of 
all ages about conservation and hunting. They provide a free 
shooting event on our Chapter grounds for youth up to sixteen 
years old to participate in. Our own chapter has a youth trap 
shooting team that is open to kids and young adults up to age 
twenty-three and we have several youth participating in the 
smallbore USA Jr. Olympics with one of them chosen to repre-
sent the USA in world competition in Lima, Peru.  We have 
much for our members to be proud of. 

 

JAY:  Before this interview ends, I 

would be remiss if I did-
n’t ask you about this:  
Mike, not too long ago, 
you and your lovely 
bride chose to be mar-
ried on this Chapter Trap 
Range, shortly after the 
Wednesday night shoot 
had ended.  Many of 
your wedding attendees 
were both members and 
the public, who set aside 
their shotguns, still 
attired in their trap 
shooting togs.  Now, you 
will have to admit… that 
is a little unusual.  How 
did this come about and 
what was the signifi-
cance? 
 

 

“We also have Big                  

Brothers/Big                       

Sisters events being held 

at our facility, giving                

inner city kids outdoor                                 

opportunities not                         

available to them                       

otherwise.” 

THE WEDDING 
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MIKE:  I met Allie a little over 7 years ago, chatting about guns 
online. She has been an avid shooter both with firearms and archery 
since she was a kid. Her grandfather got her into shooting sports 
and used to take her to various competitions and shoots to compete 
with him as a team. She also loves to hunt, with turkey being her 
favorite quarry. I took her to an indoor shooting range for our first 
date, and I knew at that moment that we were going to be together 
for a long time. 

We were originally going to be married at the Grand National shoot 
the previous summer, but things did not work out at that time. The 
next summer, everything fell into place and we both agreed Izaak 
Walton would be a great place to have the wedding. We both have 
been married before, and did not need or want a big 
wedding or gifts. Our thought was to give back to our 
"guests" (anyone that showed up to shoot that even-
ing) by having a surprise wedding and including them 
in the ceremony. We decorated the North Hall, had 
my aunt make wedding cakes, and invited a few 
friends and family to show up as well. My brother 
Chris is a pastor and drove from Illinois to perform 
the vows for us. We got hitched, had everyone grab 
their shotguns and had a great time shooting after-
ward. A true "Shotgun Wedding". 

JAY:  Any closing words to our chapter members 
reading this? 
MIKE:  Only this:  “This is your chapter”. You get out 
of it what you put into it. If you have thoughts on 
how we could be better, or personally want to help 
make it a better place for you and your kids to enjoy 
the Outdoors, please reach out to a board member 
or myself, and together, we can make this place 
more than just Fort Wayne's "best kept secret". 
 

We got hitched, had  
everyone grab their 
shotguns and had a 
great time shooting     
afterward. A true 

"Shotgun Wedding". 
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Hawke Optics is a 
United Kingdom 
manufacturer of 
fine sports optics 

for the past forty years and  currently distributes their products in 
more than sixty countries world-wide.  Their product range covers 
the gamut of sports optics market, including rifle scopes, spotting 
scopes, binoculars, red-dots, and range finders to name just a few 
and they offer their optics with a no-fault lifetime warranty.  Your 
editor did a quick web search and found Hawke Optics widely 
offered in the top outdoor sports distribution channels in the U.S., 
including MidwestUSA, OpticsWorld, and Amazon.  Hawke Optics 
is headquartered in the United States in Fort Wayne, Indiana and 
their Kevin Sheehan, Vice President & Marketing, United States is a 
member of the Fort Wayne Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of 
America. 

 On Wednesday, December 15th, Kevin rented our Chapter House 
and entire Rifle & Pistol Range, including staffing by two of our 
Range Safety Officers, and brought Hawke Optics U.S Regional 
Sales Managers from eleven states, along with his Head-
quarters staff together for a firsthand range experience 
with Hawke Optics product line, including new products 
being introduced to the US market.  

Co-Editor & Vice President Patrick White met them with 
his ever-present Nikon and captured this event digitally 
and we have selected a few of those photo’s to share with 
our readers.  The Fort Wayne Chapter of Izaak Walton 
League is proud to count Kevin among our chapter mem-
bership and of his trusting our Chapter to provide the ser-
vices for this very important Hawke Optics corporate sales 
planning event. 

This photo montage captures the day, so Patrick and I will 
let them speak for themselves. 

Kevin Sheehan-Vice President  
Hawke Optics 
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As most of you know, I joined the Izaak Walton League as a “Shooter,” and stuck around satisfying my love 
of shooting, while becoming  a student Conservationist.  As Managing Editor of the Hoosier Waltonian for 
the Indiana Division, by necessity, I began to do background studies on various “Conservation topics of the 
day” and found myself in agreement with the  strong beliefs in the Conservation projects that my many "Ike” 
friends were so involved with.  And as I moved up the ladder of IWLA leadership, I met some neat and reso-
lute people who were actually living the Izaak Walton principles.   

Early on, I realized that we “Ikes” are an eclectic crew, we who make up the membership of Izaak Walton. 
While  I dislike hanging tags on people,  I learned that we are made up of Sports Shooters, Conservationist, 
Environmentalist, and somewhere in there are those interested in only Hunting or Wildlife.  I discovered that  
this eclectic bunch often had strong feeling about one topic or another, and rarely did we all agree about the 
same things.  I also noticed  that this rarely got in the way of good friendships or our support of our varied 
conservation causes.  Most importantly, the one thing that we all have in common is our commitment to “To 
strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to 
know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands and open space; to the 
preservation of this heritage and to man’s sharing in it”. 

This research gradually led me to some conclusions about the major conservation topics of the day.  One is 
that in our rush to find a solution for a given environmental or conservation problem, the solution found 
often solves one problem, while leading to another. For example,  Izaak Walton began in 1922 with a dozen 
or so avid stream fishermen becoming alarmed about the streams of the United States being polluted, to the 
detriment of fishing and the organization quickly blossomed into a membership of a hundred thousand with-
in a year or so.  And the Clean Water movement was born in the United States. 

What was it that was the principal cause for this increasing concern?  It was the result  of two of mankind’s 
greatest innovations coming  to an apex at the same time.  The surge in growth 

of the automobile requiring paved streets with storm sewers, coming while 
homeowners were replacing their “Outhouse” with new indoor plumbing re-
quiring somewhere to pump all the human poo.  Thus, the solution became  the 
street storm sewers, which emptied into our rivers.  Here in Fort Wayne, we are 
finally addressing this almost a hundred years later, after dumping poo into our 
3-Rivers for all those years. 

I’ve noticed that Woodland protectors tend to be for “Old Forest” and against 
harvesting mature trees, a position developed by seeing huge “Clear Cutting” of 
large tracts of state forests.  The Forestry leadership, on the other hand,  points 
out that controlled plot harvesting is necessary.  Others, like the Fort Wayne 
IWLA Chapter, Acres Land Trust and the Girl Scouts, have taken donated land on 
condition that it be declared an IDNR Forest Preserve, with attendant protec-
tions and restrictions.  You can see parts of this land  around the bridge on Au-
burn Road, a part of the Cedar Creek Corridor. This section is IWLA land.   At the 
same time, the wildlife folks are fighting just as  hard for “New Growth Forest” 
resulting from controlled clear cutting, seeing this essential to the re-population 
of game birds like the Grouse.   

 

EDITORIAL By Jay L. Butler—Managing Editor 

 

 

And here is the 
thing!  Each of 

these                      
environmental 
problems were 

caused by                  
mankind’s efforts 

to correct an                 
innovation                      

resulting from 
man’s noble 

effort to “make 
things better”.   
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with the residue or particulates captured or an understanding of 
the risks associated with the open slurry pools necessary to the 
process and maintenance of these scrubbers.  The process be-
gan to destroy the major gains in re-establishing the clean wa-
ters of the Ohio River that had taken many decades to achieve. 

More recently, we began to think about “Renewable Energy” 
through embracing huge wind farms that we now see, and we 
had learned our lesson from those earliest farms, as communi-
ties wrote into the  legal approvals, the necessity of these origi-

nal owners taking down the structures once their limited life 
cycle had been reached.  We forgot that when the first owner 

sold these huge wind farms to another before the full life cycle had 
been reached, the new purchaser was not bound by any such agree-

ment.  The problem was further compounded by not having consid-
ered what to do with the huge turbine blades, a hundred feet in length and 

made so strong  that they could not easily be disposed of.  This has led to their being 
trucked to the far west, where huge stretches of ground were opened so that the blades from all over the 
United States could be buried by the thousand. 

In our never-ending search of lower food prices, Factory Farms were invented, leading to a thousand milk 
cows, or ten thousand hogs being kept under one roof in small pens.  What to do with all that animal poo 
and the smell associated as the same land that our grandfathers had 40 head of milk cows, now must absorb 
the poo of a herd of a thousand?  The answer was construction of one or more huge rubber lined ponds 
(often two or three) filled with liquid poo, which would ultimately be pumped through the huge circular irri-
gation booms onto the same small acreage farm plot that had supported a farmer with 40 cows and a trac-
tor pulled open manure-spreader.  Now the runoff, due to year-round spreading, is the cause of the huge 
algae blooms in our Great Lakes. 

The latest innovation of man to correct our errors, is the electric car, with everyone “knowing” this technol-
ogy to be the answer to all our concerns with petroleum-based pollution.   Little is known about this innova-
tion yet, but concerns are already beginning to crop up.  Only time will tell what the size of the problems as-
sociated with this latest rush to solution of a known environmental problem will be. 

And here is the thing!  Each of these environmental problems were caused by mankind’s efforts to correct 
an innovation resulting from man’s noble effort to “make things better”.  And that quest coming through 
innovation and ending with a  severe adverse consequence to soil, air, water and wildlife!  Lest any of our 
readers, believe that I am a turncoat to those things that we in Izaak Walton all hold so dear, I say, “I beg 
your pardon, that isn’t so!  I have written over 300 articles in support of our beliefs and will continue to do 
so.”  I have also written about the unintended consequences of each of these things, and will continue to do 
so, but perhaps it is my old age having allowing me firsthand experience with many of these things, coupled 
to my emerging sense of conservationism has led me to these observations.  

 And that, my friends is my Editorial for January 2022. 

Each of these                         
environmental problems 
was caused by mankind’s 

efforts to correct an      
innovation from man’s 
noble effort to “make 

things better”.  And that 
quest coming through    

innovation ended with a 
severe adverse                     

consequence to soil, air, 
and water. 
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To set things straight, I’m not a       
Professional Marksman. I’m an           
average American who loves            
everything related to firearms. I gave 
the U.S. military over 20-years of my 
life. I’m also a former corporate           
executive whose seen trends come 
and go, and I’m married (41+ years) 
and a grandfather. So, like you, I’m a 
regular citizen who loves technology 
and things that make shooting fun. I 
enjoy checking out guns and gadgets 
that the industry offers. Some things I 
like, some I don’t. Thus, this column 
is my personal opinion, so take it as 
one person’s opinion. Mine. 

I’ve never been a fan of pistols made 
by Taurus. Frankly, I felt their quality 
was below par.  

Many years ago, they opened a man-
ufacturing facility in South Florida 
and produced numerous firearms 
which were surpassed by other gun 
makers throughout the US. Then, I 
was young and ill-informed about 
firearms and purchased one of their 
products. That was a decision I re-
gretted. Shortly after buying that Tau-
rus, I sold it for a substantial loss. I’d 
made a mistake because I was a nov-
ice when it came to firearms. I then 
vowed to never again purchase any 
product adorned with their name. 
That turned out to be a mistake. A big 
one. 

I say this because a few years ago, 
Taurus built a new plant in Bain-
bridge, Georgia with new designers 
and engineers who had a different 
mindset. Most would say, Big 
Whoopie! It’s still a Taurus no matter 
where they build it. And yes, I felt the 
same way until I lived 40-miles from 
their new manufacturing facility less 
than an hour from Tallahassee, Flori-
da. 

As a member of a large private gun 
club in Northern Florida, I heard rum-
blings about new incredible products 
being produced in their new and 

modern Georgia facility. Folks started 
saying that their new guns were 
better than those made in Miami. Be-
ing burned once, I ignored their com-
ments. But I was about to be proved 
wrong. 

A local Gun store I frequented, hap-
pened to acquire one of their new 
TX22 pistols and suggested I “Give it a 
Shot.” And reluctantly I did. However, 
it wasn’t what I expected. It was sleek 
and beautiful. Yes, but it was still a 
Taurus regardless of its appearance. 
However, the Gun shop owner said I 
should try it out and he would ex-
change it , should it not meet my 
jaundiced eye. So, I bought it, alt-
hough my brain objected. But if I hat-
ed it, I knew I could exchange it for 
something I liked. 

So, I took my new TX22 to the range 
and tested it. And Son-of-a-gun, it 
worked perfectly. Clean shooting 
with every trigger-pull, and the 16-
round magazine was better than 
most other .22LR pistols because 
theirs only held 10-rounds. Plus, it 
functioned like a fine watch and ate 
everything I fed it. 

In addition, it weighed a bit over 
17ounces, much less than other com-
petitors. But I wanted to “Trick it 
Out” to make it unique to me. Thank-
fully, I’m a fan of Tandemkross 
(www.tandemkross.com) a New Hamp-
shire company that specializes in .22 
caliber firearm accessories.  I checked 
their website and discovered they 
had numerous products to improve 
my new Taurus TX22.  

To be honest, I did not like the facto-

ry trigger on my TX22.  In addition to 
other accessories, I ordered a new 
trigger from TK. After installing the 
new trigger, I remained uncomforta-
ble. Yes, it is a great trigger, but my 
trigger finger did not like it. My prob-
lem with the original TX22 was the 
amount of “Take Up” prior to reach-
ing the “Wall.” The TK trigger re-
solved that problem, but it still didn’t 
feel right to me. 

 I learned this was because a safety 
was built into the Taurus trigger that 
required the “take-up” to disconnect 
the safety, another great design I did-
n’t know about. While the TK trigger 
was a significant improvement that 
removed the take-up, I wanted some-
thing that felt different. By luck, I dis-
covered a company in Victoria, Texas 
(www.keeptinkering.com) that made cus-
tom triggers for the TX22. 

I contacted the owner and ordered 
his Taurus TX22 version. After it ar-
rived, I installed it thanks to his 
straight-forward YouTube video. In-
stallation was simple, even for an am-
ateur like me. Now, it’s the right pis-
tol for me. With most center-fired 
ammo being expensive, this rimfire 
pistol is great for training and plink-
ing. The MSRP is around $350, but 
you can find it for less (or more) at 
many dealers in the Fort Wayne area, 
provided you can find one. It's a 
product in high demand with limited 
supply. 

I tried it PATRICK J. WHITE, Major-USAF (Retired) 

THE NEW 

TX22 BY 

TAURUS 

http://www.tandemkross.com
http://www.keeptinkering.com
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Many of you will remember the Blizzard of 78. This was a historic 
winter storm that struck the Ohio Valley and Great Lakes regions 
from Wednesday, January 25 through Friday, January 27, 1978. It is 
often cited by some as one of the most severe blizzards in US history.  
The storm initially began as rain, but changed to heavy snow leading 
to frequent whiteouts and zero visibility during the day on January 
25th. As the storm headed for Ohio, according to the National 
Weather Service, it was "of unprecedented magnitude", which cate-
gorized it as a rare severe blizzard, the severest grade of winter 

storm. Up to 40 inches of snow fell and winds gusted to 100 miles per 
hour causing snow drifts that nearly buried some homes. Wind 
chill values reached −60 °F across much of Ohio.   

I was the General Superintendent of 2nd shift operations of the Spring-
field, Ohio International Truck Assembly Plant at the time, and I was at home when I got a call from the 
plant. They were going to send a 6x6 truck to pick me up because it looked like by the time for me to go to 
work, I would not be able to get there, and we needed to have a senior management person in the plant be-
cause it looked like our employees were going to be snowed in. They picked me up, and we made it to the 
plant with no problem although it was al-
most a complete whiteout.   We did not have 
enough people to run the assembly line, so 
we put anyone who made it in to sweeping 
up and straightening up anywhere and eve-
rywhere.  We put paint brushes in the hands 
of some and painted pipes, and anything 
else that wasn’t moving. 

We listened to the radio thru the night, and 
we sent a 6X6 out to keep checking the 
county roads around the plant to determine 
whether or not we could let people go home 
either immediately or at the end of the shift. 
We were in touch by 2-way radio, and the 
reports were getting more serious as each 
came in. 

I gathered my General Foremen and instruct-
ed them to tell our people, that we would all 
be staying the night at the plant as the drifts 
were 6 to 8 feet on the roads between the 
plant and their homes. Actually, the drifts 
almost covered the roadside telephone 
poles in some places, but we didn’t know 
that at the time.  Our employees were wor-
ried about their families, and I had our fore-
men tell them that  we would arrange for 
them to call home throughout the night. 

We had a cafeteria, which was only open on 
the day shift, but we decided that we could 
open it if we had someone to function as 
cooks. A quick check revealed that we had 
two ex-military cooks and we went down to 
the cafeteria to break into the locked refrig-
erator and meat cooler.  To our delight, we 
found that we had more than we needed, 
including steaks, hamburger, eggs, vegeta-
bles and French fries. Soon we had a “come 
as you can” continuous meal set up and no 
one went hungry the entire time. 

That worked out so well that I had them 
break into the tobacco closet for cigarettes 
and cigars for everyone. We had enough on 
hand for everyone that wanted them and 
those who didn’t smoke gave theirs to their 
buddies. 

SNOWED  
UNDER IN  

SPRINGFIELD, 
OHIO 

Remembering The 
Blizzard of “78” 

By Jay L. Butler 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Weather_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blizzard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_chill
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I opened the large front office area with dozens of open office desks, each with an outside phone, and let our work-
ers come-and-go as often as they wanted, to call home or anywhere else they wanted talking as long as they want-
ed. A supervisor was stationed in the office area to assure security. As the snow continued to fall, the parking lot was 
drifting over completely and employee cars were beginning to be snowed under.  By now, we gave up on all make-
work and the Euchre games began. 

 I dispatched several 4x4 trucks with tow chains to drag every-
one’s car inside the plant, where they thawed out and it gave 
the men something to do as they tinkered with each other’s 
vehicles to get them started again. 

All in all, we made it through the night and the next morning 
with no problems.  Earlier a 6x6 made it to a couple of the 
guy’s homes, where they strapped their snowmobiles onto the 
chassis of the truck and brought them back to the plant. On the 
way they saw those snow drifts so tall that only the tops of tel-
ephone poles could be seen and this was the first that we real-
ized how bad is was. 

We had been organizing the men by home community and ad-
dress throughout the night and into early morning.  By late 
afternoon, we had four 6x6 trucks with sheets of plywood bolt-
ed to the front bumpers as snowplows, and had rounded up all 
of the Management 4x4 Travelall’s and Scout’s that were avail-
able. We organized these into four convoys, with a 6x6 in front 
breaking the snow, a couple of 4x4’s behind and the Scout’s 
and Travelall’s bringing up the rear.   Every seat had a person’s 
butt on it as we set out to deliver the men home, leaving their 
personal vehicles behind inside the plant. Sometimes the con-
voy could not get all the way to an employee’s house and some 
had to walk a block or so, but each convoy made multiple 
trips,.  The last employees were dropped off sometime during 
the 2nd night and everyone was home except for Plant Security, 
me, and the General Foremen. 

 Later the city, county, and state reports covering the blizzard, 
substantiated the severity, and how much worse some of the 
other manufacturing plants in the community had fared.  Soon 
the word-of-mouth news resulted in great praise to Interna-
tional and how we had treated our employees and our manag-
ing an unprecedented situation.  

We learned that while we were making our own rescue plans, 
5,000 members of the Ohio National Guard were called in to 
make numerous rescues around the state and we weren’t the 
only ones using our four wheel drives for rescue.  The      Police 
departments had asked citizens with four-wheel-drive vehicles 
or snowmobiles to transport doctors and nurses to the hospi-
tal, at the same time we 
were working to get our            
employees home. 

 Later, we got all of the em-
ployee vehicles out to the 
parking lot after the snow 
was plowed, and they ulti-
mately came back in and 
drove them home.  We 
asked for volunteers to 
come back in the plant, and 
we spent twenty-four hours 
getting the plant back into 
shape and the Assembly 
lines started again.  The 
convoy trucks were re-
paired, and arrangements 
made for repair of the per-
sonal 4X4 Scout’s and Trav-
elall’s used in the convoy’s 
and the plant was back up 
and running. 
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DON’T FORGET 
 

Your Chapter Range 
Card Expires                 

December 31st 2021 

Send us your familily’s          
story of “Remembering 

the Blizzard Of “78” and 
we’ll run it in the February is-

sue.    Send to Jay Butler at Email               
jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

DON’T LOSE YOUR           
RIFLE & PISTOL RANGE               

PRIVILEGES! 

Range Cards Expire January 1st 

Send In Your Dues & Range 
Fee Today. 

HAVE A                      

BLIZZARD OF 78 

FAMILY STORY? 

Tell us your thoughts about our 

“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  

other Chapter related topic. 
Jay Butler 

“Love your NEWS Publication, but the type on 

some articles are hard to read.  Could you use a 

larger font and maybe darker printing?  These 

old eyes would sure appreciate it.”                         

FROM ____ - Fort Wayne:   

EDITOR:  We heard you and beginning with this 

issue, we will use a 12 font for most articles and 

will make a greater effort to have a high contrast 

between the type and the background. 

Page Fifteen 
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DID YOU KNOW... 
Our Chapter Board of Directors start each board meeting with this pledge? 

“To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its re-
sources; to know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, 
and open space; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as 
a member of the Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Mike Prumm—President 
 Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Javas Vandeway 
 Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
 Bob Walls 
 Email:   kabobw@yahoo.com 
 

Site Manager 
 Zack Walter 
 Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
EST:    10:00AM—5:00PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 
 

RANGES CLOSED 
 Friday December 24th (Christmas Eve) 

 Saturday December 25th (Christmas Day) 

 Saturday January 1st 2022 (New Years Day) 
 
 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW NEWS” 
Jay Butler— Managing Editor  

Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Patrick White—Photo & Journalist Editor   
ftwayne@hotmail.com 

 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 


