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OUR ADVERTISERS CORNER 

Place Your Business Card Here 

(See Last Page For Details)  

BROADEN YOUR MARKETING REACH! 

See Last Page Of This Issue For Details 

 

New Landmark Installed 

Izaak Walton league-Fort Wayne now has a new flagpole  
decorating the entrance of our Chapter grounds. 
                 
Our sincere thanks for the efforts of Dick Atkinson who      
prepared the foundation, Mike Sienk who donated the    
complete system and aided in the installation of the pole and 
flag and Brian Doepke for donation of flagstone. 
 
It’s fitting that it was installed on  Memorial Day Weekend to 
honor those who gave their lives in service to the United 
States of America. It is to you, our fallen brethren, we       
dedicate this flag. 
 
 
     GOD BLESS AMERICA. 
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SAVE OUR STREAMS REPORT 
IN Division IWLA 

Report Submitted to the IN IWLA Convention – June 4-5, 2022 

 

 Let’s talk water.  Water is the one thing that we cannot do 
without.  Problem is… mankind has a habit of taking it for 
granted.  In the western United States, the rivers are at an all
-time low flow.  Water for food crops is in extremely low sup-
ply, with many growers unable to plant their fields because 
of cutbacks in available water.  California is in noticeably 
short supply, with growers leaving fields unplanted while 
their crop production is only sixty-seven percent of the his-
toric norm.  California is the source of eighty percent of our 
vegetables, so I hope that you have a garden planted because 
consumer cost is going to rise accordingly. 
And this is not just a problem in the United States; it is a shortage worldwide and the lesson that we have yet to 
learn is that we need to use water more wisely.  Taking into consideration the water used from producing oil to 
the final manufacture, did you know that to manufacturer one single use 12-ounce plastic water bottle, it takes 
1.8 gallons of water?  Consider that our addiction to plastic supports the supply of over fifty million plastic con-
tainers or bottles per day. 
What about plastic pollution to our water after we use that plastic container?  We are only now beginning to re-
alize the seriousness of this problem.  Less water in the form of rain is causing many deserts of the world to ex-
pand.  Our world needs to think more about using this precious resource.  For example, the fountains in Las Ve-
gas are running 24/7, while Lake Mead next door is drying up.  Go figure! 
Every drop of water that we save will go a long way for all of us.  Let’s start now! 
            Edward Wisinski 
                                                                         Save Our Water Chair 

  

WANTED 
    - Steam Whistles 

       - Steam Gauges 

       - Flyball Governors 

       - Toy Steam Engines 

       - Brass Lubricators 

Call 

Bruce Cynar 

260- 627-8148 

OUR ADVERTISERS CORNER 

IN-Division               

Convention 

Held At Spring 

Lake Chapter 

in Hobart IN. 
June 4-5, 2022 
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Spring Lake Chapter can be reached by taking State 
Route 30 West to I-65.  The Chapter can be seen from 
the South Bound lane of I-65, perhaps two miles north 
of U.S. 30. 
 
As can be seen from the photo on the preceding page, 
the chapter is a split level with a large meeting room 
upstairs, with an adjoining kitchen, and a bar/lounge 
on the lower level. 
 

They are known for their fishing tournaments, held 
summer and winter (Ice), with a well stocked lake of 
very respectable Crappies and Bass. 
 

The lake is very large and was a “borrow pit” for build-
ing I-65.  Facing the lake are a number of Class-B camp 
sites, with fresh water and electricity. 
 

Entrance to the Chapter is through an e-card activated 
gate for security purposes. 
 

They are quite blessed with a Natural Indiana Prairie 
that is a work in progress, with many native grasses 
and wild flowers. 
 

They hold “Open To Public” Fishing Tournaments and 
have a fully furnished Bingo community activity. 
 

Membership is currently at 159 and they are a   solid 
chapter of whom the Indiana Division IWLA is very 
proud. 
 

The Spring Lake IWLA Chapter 
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FORT WAYNE DELEGATE REPORT 
Presented At IN Div. Convention—June 4-5, 20222 

Good Morning, 
 

Our chapter’s circumstances in 2016 are well known by many in this room.  In fact, without your assistance in an En-
dowment Loan, our chapter would not be in existence today.  In the period of just 4 months, our chapter member-
ship was cut by more than  half, with less than 250 members left. 
 

Yesterday, I spoke about the nature of Sports Shooting Chapters in IWLA, that routinely experience 30% turn over 
annually.  Our chapter is living proof.  You heard our Division Vice President report that our chapters membership is 
five hundred plus members.   When considering the reporting gap, we have over 550 members, but our membership 
on December 31, 2021, was reported by National to be over 750 members. But in spite of this, our registering of 
new members is continuing at a remarkably high rate.  The loss is in first year memberships who are not renewing.  
You have heard that our boards must be better tuned to the needs and expectations of our members.  In our case, 
we might sign up 5-6 family memberships on a single Sunday, and our surveys have indicated high member satisfac-
tion.  The fact is, with the annual high record  in gun purchases is driving members in our direction.  We take great 
pains to provide them with a safe and modern shooting experience for families.  All evidence is, we are, but there 
are those who have just bought a firearm, see our range facilities, and sign up on the spot, only to find later that this 
sport is not as all-encompassing as they thought it was.  
 

We are extremely fortunate to have forty full time volunteer Range Safety Officers, working two 4 1/2 hour shifts 
per day, five days a week.  Considering all that we hear about the problems in getting workers in volunteer organiza-
tions, this is phenomenal.  Each of these are NRA certified Range Safety Officers, trained by our certified Chief Range 
Safety Officer.  Five or six of these Range Safety Officers are women, a reflection of the increase in women joining 
Rifle & Pistol Shooting sports.  This also is reflected in the records of ever-increasing numbers of women purchasing 
their own firearms.  We recognize their importance and their popularity with our members. How are we able to 
keep these volunteers?  Well, it isn’t easy, and we must be ever diligent to their expectations and needs. 
 

Having forty “Closers” on-site to show our shooting facilities has been a completely unexpected boost to our pro-
gram.  We get many new members from “drive-by” drop-ins and it is not unusual to sign up three or four families in 
a single Sunday afternoon. 
 

After three years of not having an Archery Manager, we are fortunate to have a transferring “IKE” couple who are 
avid archery fans and they have agreed to manage our Open-to-Public 3D archery.  Our first fun shoot is happening 
today as we speak. 
 

Our work with Big Brothers/Big Sisters is one of our most rewarding projects.  Giving these awesome kids an out-
door experience including Trap, Small Bore Rifle, Archery, and Fishing is extraordinarily satisfying to our members 
facilitating these events.  Don’t get me wrong.  These are not huge groups.  They average at most, seven to ten kids 
plus their Big Brothers/Sisters, and each event is labor intensive with one RSO per shooting station, but the effort is 
worth it. 
 

The County has just installed IWLA directional road signs on all major roads leading to our chapter.  This… after years 
of trying, happened quickly.  One of our new members, being politically connected, assisted and within 6 weeks, the 
signs were in place.  You honored this member in the Division’s award program last night. 
 

We recently entered into a partnership with Acres Land Trust to grow native wildflowers and grasses.  We are doing 
this in a wood framed plastic green house installed for this purpose.  It has a wood fired heating system.  How this 
will ultimately work out is an unknown, but we see high promise.  We’ll keep you informed. 
 
A member recently donated a 25-foot flagpole that has been erected as a landmark at our entrance.  It will bear the 
US flag and the IWLA flag.  This coupled with the road signs should help the public find our facility. 
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We have a third generation youngster who is making a name for herself in the Sports Shooting community.  She 
started her shooting career as a 6-year-old, attending our day camp, and has progressed to one of our nation’s top 
young shooters in both air rifle and small-bore rifle.  She has won two silver medals in the Jr. Olympics, was chosen 
by the U.S. Olympic Coaches to represent the United States in Lima. Peru.  Just recently she was chosen to the Eley 
All America shooting team, recognizing the top twelve selected youth for both scholastic and shooting performance.  
She and her grandpa are on our range three or four days a week and draw a group of member bystanders whenever 
she is on the range.  Oh, did I mention… she is my granddaughter. 
 
Thanks for listening and for your support that has made this report possible. 

 
Jay Butler – Delegate representing the FW Chapter - IWLA 

NOTE:  During the question and answer period that followed, the subject of greatest interest was:  “How did you recruit 

and retain such a large group of volunteer Range Safety Officers?  We have a problem finding volunteer workers. 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO PEORIA! 



CONGRESSIONAL PROCLOMATION 
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 IWLA 100th ANNIVERSARY 

Read Into The House Federal Congressional Record 
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New Memorial Rose Garden 

The Family of Chapter Member Rosemary Thorton, Fondly            
Remembering How She Loved to Visit the Chapter and Walk the 

Grounds, Donated These Lovely Roses as a Memorial to Her 
Memory.  



IWLA/NWTF 
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Seventy-seven ladies of all ages 
showed up for this years Women In 

The Outdoors Event!  There were 
twenty-four events to choose from, 
including: Advanced Marksmanship, 

Archery, Basic Camping, Basic Fishing, 
Basic Hand Guns and Bird Watching 

being very popular. 

Women In Outdoors—A Huge Success! 
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Members 
and Guests 

Enjoy           
Seasons 

First Steel 
Plate          

Competition 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Ten 

 

New Sports Shooting Challenge Coming 

A New Sports Shooting Competition Is 
Coming To The Fort Wayne Chapter:  
Small Bore Silhouette Targets.    
 
Competitors will be shooting at steel 
targets, similar to Shooting Arcade 
targets sitting on platforms at 50 and 
100 Yards.  The firearm is a 22 Caliber 
LR Rifle shooting standing-free hand.  
Your Rifle may be fitted with Iron, Red 
Dot or Scope (Not to Exceed 4x16 
Power). 
 
You will have five cartridges, Five Tar-
gets and Two and a Half Minutes to 
knock over all five targets from 50 
yards and 100 yards respectively. 
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RSO Brian Doepke With 
Bluegill on Bass Plug 

 
 

Hawke Optical USA          
Donates Spotting Scopes 
To Chapter 

 

“If you are for a value/quality optic,  
whether a Red Dot, Rifle or Spotting Scope,  
I recommend that you look first to Hawke    
Optics.  I have their Red Dot, a Spotting 
Scope, and  a Target Rifle Scope, and I           
highly  recommend them.” - Jay Butler  EDI-

League advocacy led to the passage of 
the Pittman-Robertson Act in 1937 
– indeed, Senator Absalom Willis 
Robertson was himself an Ike! The 
Act directed tax revenues raised from 
the sale of firearms, ammunition, 
bows and arrows to state wildlife 
agencies, to fund wildlife restoration, 
habitat conservation, and hunter           
education. That has provided a 
steady stream of funding for these 
important programs, adding up to 
more than $2 billion over 
time. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We’re Looking For Chapter Fishing 
and Hiking-Trail Photos 

We’re searching for member fishing pictures and     
hiking trail photos of our members enjoying our    
chapter facilities.  Send them to us and you may see 
them on our Honor Wall inside the Chapter Entrance,            
and possibly in this publication, or on our chapter pho-
to album that can be found at: iwla-fw.org  
 

Send to attention of Co-Editor 
Patrick White at Email:  
ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

THE ONLY STIPULATION IS:  
They must be photos taken 
on the chapter grounds. 



DECIBULLZ EAR PLUGS 
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I tried it PATRICK J. WHITE, Major-USAF (Retired) 

Every knowledgeable shooter knows that Eye 
and Ear Protection are paramount to the safety 
protocols we’ve learned throughout our time 
on the range. 

Shooting goggles or glasses protect our eyes, 
but what about our ears? Anyone with difficul-
ty hearing can tell you that life can be a pain 
when you can’t understand what’s happening 
around you and you keep going “Huh?” when 
someone speaks to you.  

There is little risk if one is conscientious and 
follows common sense and the rules and uses 
good ear protection. It’s gets loud, and improp-
er hearing protection can result in the loss of 
your ability to hear, plain and 
simple.  

What works the best when 
spending time on the range? It’s 
a great question with multiple 
answers.   DECIBULLZ EAR 
PLUGS might be the answer for 
many individuals. 

For many years I’ve chosen to 
wear earmuffs from Walker. 
Bulky but comfortable. They fea-
tured stereo microphones so I 
could also hear and communi-
cate with everyone at the range. 
Mine cost less than $100 so it 
was a worthy investment.  For 
the pistol range they are perfect, but on the ri-
fle side, not so much. If your rifle has a high 
“Cheek Comb”, large earmuffs can obstruct 
your sighting down a scope, at least it did for 
me. So, what is an acceptable alternative? Ear 
Plugs, right? Yes, those squishy foam plugs 

work, but for many, insertions may be a pesky 
problem, and you can easily lose one or both 
since they’re not connected by a lanyard. Been 
there, done that. 

I happened to hear (pun intended) about           
DECIBULLZ EAR PLUGS and figured I’d give 
them a shot (another pun) since they cost 
around $25. You can order them from Ama-
zon.com which was convenient and easy. The 
set I ordered didn’t come with a connecting 
lanyard which added another $6 to the total 
price. So, I’m in for $31.00+tax.  Still cheaper 
than my Walker’s. 

By the way, these ear plugs offer a Noise          

Reduction Rating of 31 Decibels which is  
great.  

However, at an indoor range, you should con-
sider reverting to earmuffs which may           
provide better noise reduction in that             
environment. 
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Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

Send to: jaybutler1940@gmail.com Jay Butler 
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THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER WELCOMES OUR NEW 

MEMBERS JOINING IN JUNE. 

 1. Judy &  Nicholas Niman 

2. Shane Kevel 

3. Anh Dinh Lapsley’ 

4. Nicholas Yergens 

5. Paul Rouch 

6. Dustin Keesbury 

The Izaak Walton League is 
one of America’s oldest and 
most successful conserva-

tion organizations – and we 
are the only organization 
training, equipping, and    
coordinating volunteer           

water quality monitors on a 
national scale.  

CHAPTER EVENTS         
CALENDAR 

 

July 14th  
Big Brother/Big Sister  introductory Trap and 
Skeet Event 
 

July 19-22nd  
IWLA National Convention—Peoria IL  (100th 
Annv.) 
 

July 26th  
Big Brother/Big Sister Fishing tournament 
 

July 30th  
NWTF Jake’s Day (Youth Outdoors Events) 

First, Milkweed and now Wild 
Strawberry’s Growing On Our Rifle 

& Pistol Berms. 

3D Archery Schedule Announced For FW Chapter 

                        10am - 4pm 

       July 9th     August 13th    September 10th    September 24th 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the pu-
rity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know the 
beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to the 
preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the Izaak 
Walton League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Mike Prumm—President 
 Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Javas Vandeway 
 Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
 Mike Prumm 
 Email:   mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Archery Manager 
 Rick Thompson 
 Email:  rlthompson76@yahoo.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Site Manager 
 Zack Walter 
 Email: illuminatsmasher@gmail.com 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
EST:    10:30AM—7:30PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW CHAPTER NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo & Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

OUR PATCH OF MILKWEED 

Carefully cultivated and cared for to 
aid pollinators,           
especially the          
Monarch Butterfly. 
 

Photo By Ron Hessert, one of our Milkweed caretakers. 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 

I will be sending you information, logos and photos via email for 
you to design an add for me. 

 

MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $150/for 12-months 

NON-MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $175/for 12-months 

Enclose Form, Check and all Art Work or a copy of your Business Card. 


