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The Izaak Walton League-Fort Wayne 
Chapter and Acres Land Trust are teaming 
up to plant Indiana native wildflowers to 
expand the colonies of Monarch Butter-
flies facing possible extinction.  The Fort 
Wayne based Chapter has joined with 
ACRES Land Trust to promote growing and 
planting Milkweed and other plants 

throughout properties they control utilizing a wood heated green-
house at the Izaak Walton facility in Northwest Allen County. 

According to Izaak Walton-Fort Wayne President Mike Prumm 
“Monarch Butterflies are in danger of becoming extinct because 
Milkweed plants are disappearing. So, Izaak Walton is teaming up 
with ACRES Land Trust to help make Indiana a refuge for the Mon-
arch population”. 

Female Monarch Butterflies lay their eggs only on Milkweed 
plants, but these plants are becoming fewer and fewer each year. 
Izaak Walton has a complete “wood fired” greenhouse at their 
Chapter facility near Huntertown.  

Jason Kissel, Executive Director of ACRES Land Trust, stated “Izaak 
Walton approached us about this problem, and we agreed the 
Monarch must be preserved. They have the greenhouse, and we 
have the land to help keep the Monarch prospering.” 

Female Monarch’s lay their eggs only on Milkweed plants, and the 
goal of both organizations is to increase the number of plants in 
Indiana to prevent extinction of the species. 

Mike Prumm added “We’ll grow Milkweed seeds in our green-
house and distribute them to ACRES to make Northeast Indiana a 
major breeding ground for this beautiful butterfly. ACRES Land 
Trust controls thousands of acres to make this happen.” 

The two organizations signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on April 27th at the Izaak 
Walton League-Fort Wayne 
Chapter facility when the ACRES 
Land Trust Board of Directors 
(BOD) held their monthly 
meeting as guests of the FW 
Chapter. 

FW CHAPTER & ACRES LAND 

TRUST TEAM UP TO SAVE                   

MONARCH 
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Memorandum of Understanding signed by FW Chapter & Acres 

Land Trust To Grow & Plant Native Indiana Wild Flowers & Grasses. 
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100th Anniversary 
Historical Note 

 
• In the 1930s, sportsmen were aware that many game birds 

were lost when hunters wounded them and then were unable 
to retrieve the still-fleeing bird. To address this problem, 
League chapters  began offering skeet shooting facilities, 
where hunters could hone their marksmanship in conditions 
that mimicked what they faced in the field.  

 
• The practice paid off and led 

to other benefits as well: 
League members from Cali-
fornia almost immediately 
placed second in a national 
skeet competition. xx 

 

WANTED 

 
    - Steam Whistles 

       - Steam Gauges 

       - Flyball Governors 

       - Toy Steam Engines 

       - Brass Lubricators 

Call 

Bruce Cynar 

260- 627-8148 

 

YOUR AD COULD 

APPEAR HERE. 

(See Details On Last Page.) 

ACRES & IWLA TO WORK 
TOGETHER TO GROW           

NATIVE WILDFLOWERS & 
GRASSES 

 
•  

The Fort Wayne Chapter and Acres Land Trust will be partner-

ing to plant and propagate Indiana native wildflowers and 

grasses for planting on our properties.  Plantings will be start-

ed in this wood heated greenhouse on the Chapter property. 
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What adult does not remember the 
joy of chasing, and sometimes catch-
ing the beautiful Monarch butterfly? 
Remember your mom sewing up a 
net, and maybe you and dad bending 
a metal close-hanger wire into a loop 
and attaching both to an old broom 
handle?  Summer days, warm     
breezes, and the thrill of the butter-
fly hunt. Stop! Take a slow breath, 
and remember, before continuing 
reading. 
 

As an Ohio lad, my all-time favorites 
were the Tiger-swallow-tail, the 
Buckeye, and the Monarch.  If you 
missed a Monarch, no worry because 
there were many others to try for as 
you improved your capture skills.  
There were so many, that there 
seemed no end. We never dreamed 
that this wonderful creature might 
someday cease to exist.  Unless you 
have studied botany, you might not 
know of the unique cycle in the life 
of the Monarch.  We see their beau-
ty and may not know that the Mon-
arch migrates South just like birds 
do. Only… it is a little more compli-
cated than that.  Before we can fully 
understand their migration, we need 
to know a little more about the life 
cycle of the Monarch and only then 
can we appreciate the annual 2,400-
mile migration  that is similar to birds 
that share the same invisible air high-
ways. 
 

The Monarch butterflies spend their 
winters in Mexico and some parts of 
Southern California. Those Monarchs 
migrating from the Eastern United 
States migrate to Mexico and hiber-
nate in Oyamel Fir trees. Monarch 
butterflies return to exactly the same 

grove of trees 
each year when 
they migrate, 
which is a mira-
cle unto itself, 
but the story 
gets better as 
they aren’t the 
same butterflies 
that migrated 
the previous 
year. The fact is 
that four gener-
ations have 
lived and died 
in the Monarch 
circle-of-life since 
last year.                                       
 
Think of it; how do 
they know which 
grove of trees are 
the ones to hiber-
nate in? And never 
making the trip, why 

 MONARCH: The Only Migrating Butterfly! 

A MIGRATION MEASURED IN THOUSANDS OF MILES 
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 the feel the urge to migrate but not  
the generations born ahead of them? 
Why didn’t their parents or their 
grandparents feel this urge? So many 
questions!   
 

Monarchs are the only butterfly that 
migrate to a warmer climate that is 
2,500 miles away each year.  It’s a 
little confusing but keep reading and 
you will understand. 
 

The Monarch butterfly migrates be-
cause they cannot withstand freezing 
weather and the plants where they 
lay their eggs die off each winter.  
These plants are the common milk-
weed that has all but disappeared.  
That means that every fourth genera-
tion must live to make a round trip of 
over 5,000 miles in order to keep the 
Monarch species going.  

 
Let’s examine that life cycle.  Each 
Monarch goes through four stages 
during one life cycle, live and die 
each year. The four stages are the 
egg, the larvae (caterpillar), the pupa 
(chrysalis), and the adult butterfly.  
 

The fourth generation born each 
summer goes through the four stages 
of life, but it is only the fourth and 

last generation of summer that feels 
the urge to make the 2,500 mile jour-
ney to their winter hibernation 
grounds.  How can one understand 
this, and not believe in God? 
 
In February/March, those migrating 
generation of Monarch butterflies 
having spent the winter down south, 
come out of hibernation in Mexico 
and California and return to their 
place of birth. This begins a new 
stage one and generation one for the 
Monarch butterfly in the 
four generations of life cy-
cle. 
 

In March/April, these 
tattered and torn butter-
flies reach their place of 
birth in the Mid-West and 
they lay their eggs on milk-
weed plants . The eggs 
hatch into baby larvae, 
commonly called caterpil-
lars and it takes only four 
days of incubation before 
the eggs hatch. After that 
the baby caterpillar has on-
ly one thing on its mind 
and that is to pig-out on 

the leaves of the milkweed that his 
egg had been attached to. 
 
After about two weeks, the                      

caterpillar will be fully-grown. They 

will have shed their skin four times, 

as they grow and when it is shed for 

the last time, it passes from the larval 

(caterpillar) stage to the pupa stage 

of metamorphosis. Under the cater-

pillar's skin this time is a jade green 

casing which is called a chrysalis.  
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 This is Stage Three of their life cycle. 

Another of God’s miracles.  From 
our perspective it may seem that 
these days of the chrysalis phase are 
a time when nothing is happening.  
Actually, it is a time of miracles and 
rapid change. Within the chrysalis 
the old body, parts of the caterpillar 
are undergoing a remarkable trans-
formation through this time of met-
amorphosis. 
 

Inside the chrysalis, the Monarch's 

mouth will be reconstructed so that 

the emerging butterfly will have no 

chewing mouthparts but, instead, a 

proboscis (a straw-like apparatus 

which will be used to sip nectar). Its 

eight very short pairs of legs will be 

transformed into six long thin pairs . 

It's eyesight will dramatically im-

prove from what it was when it was 

a caterpillar as its eyes will be much 

larger. Reproductive organs will 

form (they were absent in the larval 

stage). And all of this happens in just 

10 - 14 days. 

This first-generation Monarch 
butterfly will then die after laying 
eggs for generation number two. 
 

The second generation of Monarch 
butterflies is born in May/June, and 
then the third generation will be 
born in July/August. These three 
generations will live their complete 
life cycle, dying two to six weeks 
after it becomes a beautiful Mon-
arch butterfly.  BUT, the fourth gen-
eration of Monarch butterflies is 
different than the first three genera-
tions. This fourth generation is born 
in September/October and goes 
through exactly the same life cycle 
stages as the previous generations 
of the summer, but this generation 

of Monarch butterflies does not die 
after two to six weeks. Instead, this 
generation of Monarch butterflies 
migrates to warmer climates of 
Mexico and California and will live 

(hibernate) for six to eight months 
until it is time to start the whole 
process over again.  How do we 
explain the generation difference 
in life cycle, or the inbred 
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  knowledge that this 
fourth generation must 
migrate?  Miraculous isn’t 
it?  It is amazing how the 
four generations of Mon-
arch butterflies works out 
so that the Monarch pop-
ulation can continue to 
propagate the species. 
 

How do we know this cir-
cle-of-life of the Monarch 
is true?  I’m glad you 
asked.  Here is that story 
within-a-story. In 1975, 
Dr. Fred Urquhart and his 
wife, Nora, along with a 
Mexican scientist and his 
wife, discovered over one 
million Monarchs basking 
in the sun in the Oya-
mel trees of Mexico and 
their discovery made his-
tory! 
 

The next year, in August 1976, they 
returned with a photographer from 
National Geographic Magazine.  Just 
five minutes after entering the se-
cluded sanctuary of these millions of 
Monarchs, proof of the amazing four 
generation life cycle was estab-
lished. As they stood there, a branch  
laden with hundreds of Monarchs 
broke and fell to the ground.  On it 
Dr. Urquhart discovered a “tagged” 
Monarch from Minnesota! What 
were the chances of finding this par-
ticular Monarch in the midst of all 
those millions of Monarchs? This 
discovery was the proof of migra-
tion! This Monarch had traveled the 
unbelievable journey after being 
tagged by Jim Gilbert who lived in 
Chaska, Minnesota.  Coincidence?   
 
And now the hand of man steps into 
the Monarch circle-of-life-cycle.  The 
website Inhabitate.com reported 

that the 2018 California Monarch 
migration dropped a whopping 86% 
in a single year, while the Xerces So-
ciety for Invertebrate Conservation 
reported a 97% drop in the Califor-
nia species from early 1980’s popu-
lation.  Entomologist thought that 
the 2018 count might have ben be-
neath the threshold necessary to 
sustain the Monarch.  The U.S. Wild-
life Agency was considering naming 
the Monarch an endangered species 
in June of 2019. 
 

The cause?  Most blame the eradica-
tion of milkweed, the only plant that 
the Monarch will lay eggs on. Others 
point to drought, while some blame 
it on climate change.  Still others 
point the finger to pesticides.   
 
Over the last two years, the Mon-
arch is beginning to recover, but 
there is much more to do.  Our IWLA 

chapters can assist and assure that 
this resurgence is not an anomaly.  
We should be planting  pollinator 
gardens that will support the life cy-
cle of Monarchs and other insects at 
risk such as honey bees.  And these 
gardens must contain milkweed!  
Every IWLA chapter should have one 
of these gardens set aside, or a 
meadow laced with flowers and milk 
weed.  Think outside the box: This 
could make an excellent Eagle Boy 
Scout project. 
 

In an earlier issue of the Fort Wayne 
Chapter NEWS, we opened the dis-
cussion on the Monarch. In this 
months issue, we’re announcing a 
partnership with Acres Land Trust to 
repopulate Indiana’s native flowers 
and grasses.  We have a crop of 
common milkweed growing on our 
property and our members have 
harvested seeds and this will be a 
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part of the native wild flower pro-
ject. 
 
We plan for milkweed to be one of 
the first crops of native wildflowers 
grown in out wood fired green-
house.  If successful in this first year, 
we may be able to have enough 

milkweed “starts” to share with the 
public. 
 
Thanks to the following websites for inspiration and 
resource information for this article: 
http://Monarchbutterflyusa.com/Monarch-butterfly-
migration/ 
https://roundstoneseed.com 
https://parkseed.com 
www.gardeningtips-now.com 
www.thoughtco.com/perennials-for-caterpillars-in-
butterfly-garden-4028670 

www.theweek.org 
www.thoughtco.com/what-do-monarch-butterflies-eat 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch_butterfly 
monarchbutterflyusa.com 
www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/
m/monarch-butterfly 
www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/
Invertebrates/Monarch-Butterfly 
www.americanmeadows.com     

WIND FARM FINED $8M: EAGLE DEATHS 
While conservationists across the na-
tion have long lauded the advent of 
renewable energy in the form of 
Wind Farms, there is a downside of 
increasing death of both song birds 
and raptors such as the Bald Eagle.  
Today, April 7th, the Fort Wayne Jour-
nal Gazette posted a news article an-
nouncing an $8M fine to a major pro-
ducer of wind turbine energy for the 
death of bald eagles.  This was earlier 
reported by CBS News. 
 

One of the nations largest providers 
of renewable energy has plead guilty 
of killing more than 150 Bald and 
Golden eagles in eight states where 
their farms are doing business.  While 
it has long been known by birders 
that the huge blades of wind turbines 
cause the death of enumerable spe-
cies of birds, the loss of the eagles, 
once on the brink of extinction, is a 
concern that is just now getting expo-
sure in the media.  The bald eagle, 
our national symbol since the 1700s 
was widely decimated last century 
due to harmful pesticides such as 
DDT and other problems. Following a 
dramatic recovery, it was removed 
from protection under the Endan-
gered Species Act in 2007. Biologists 
say more than 300,000 bald eagles 
now occupy the U.S., not including 
Alaska. 
 

501C3 organi-
zation states 
that a study 
has forecasted 
that based on 
current expan-
sion rates of 
wind energy, 
the annual bird 
deaths will ex-
ceed 1.4M 
birds annually 
by wind farms.  
As of this 
writing, the 
most effective means to accommo-
date renewable energy by wind tur-
bine, while providing protection to 
the nations wildlife is to institute re-
strictions on placement of turbines in 
areas of huge bird populations.   
 

Since the primary food source of the 
Bald Eagle is fish, the expansion of 
wind turbines in the Great Lakes is a 
concern.  The Fish & Wildlife service 
recommends that wind turbines 
should not be placed within 3 miles 
of the Great Lakes shorelines, while 
the American Bird Conservancy rec-
ommends this be increased to 5 
miles, and a recent radar study sug-
gests that in might be necessary to 
extend this to 10 miles. 
 

This is yet another case of man rush-
ing to find an efficient means to pro-
vide an alternative to correct one en-
vironmental problem, which creates 
another.  In a recent issue of the FW 
Chapter NEWS, there were examples 
of man’s efforts creating another en-
vironmental problem, while trying to 
correct one.  We must continue 
efforts to correct environmental 
problems, but we must become wiser 
in looking forward to environmental 
problems that might be introduced as 
we fight to reduce another.  This ten-
dency of man is creating conundrums 
for environmentalists.  
 

Thanks to the following: 
https://cbsnews.com           https://www.eagles.orghttps://            
www.nbcsandiego.com       https://www.journalgazette.newas 
https://www.csmonitor.com 
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INDIANA NATIVE WILD  FLOWERS 
EVERY INDIANA HOME OWNER HAS FLOWERS, BUT FEW 

KNOW OF THE NATIVE INDIANA FLOWERS THAT ARE             

READILY AVAILABLE FOR PLANTING IN THEIR GARDEN.  
THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER IS PLEASED TO MAKE AVAILABLE 

TO OUR READERS, A COMPREHENSIVE PHOTOGRAPHIC LISTING 
OF INDIANA NATIVE WILD FLOWERS. 

 

DIRECTORY OF INDIANA WILDFLOWERS APPEARS AT THE BACK OF THIS ISSUE 

CHAPTER WORK DAY SCHEDULED 

A Chapter Work Day Has Been Scheduled For  

May 14th. 

We need member volunteers to spruce up our 
buildings and grounds for the summer activities 

and we need some help.   

Come for a couple of hours or all day. 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED 

 

For more information contact John Kurtz at 
email :  jdkurtz66@gmail.com 

YOUR CHAPTER NEEDS YOU TO WORK 
Many of us are under the impression that we have paid staff maintaining our chapter grounds and 
buildings in the manner that you have come to expect.  In that…. You are mistaken!  Our chapter has 
absolutely no paid staff, including our Range Safety Officers and all maintenance work that is done is 
done by member volunteers like yourself and your family members. 
If you as a paying member, appreciate what you have paid to enjoy, then we need your sweat equity to 
continue that and without you, this is impossible.                                                                                                        
We are having a member work day on May 14th and your chapter needs you to volunteer to do                 
seasonal maintenance. 
 

TIME: 9—2:00PM We will be appreciative of what ever time within those hours that you can donate. 

LUNCH WILL BE FURNISHED TO OUR WORKERS.                                                                                      

PLEASE…. IF YOU LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE…. THEN HELP US  MAINTAIN IT! 

FALLING PLATE             
COMPETITION                   

RETURNING TO                
FW CHAPTER 

REGISTER ON LINE 

Details on page 10 
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CHAPTER EASTER 
EGG HUNT 
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DATE:  SATURDAY MAY 14, 2022 

Time:  
• Check In/Registration: 11:30am – 3:30pm 
• Competition begins: 12:00pm – 4:00pm 

            

                                             EVENT DETAILS 
Calibers Permitted: 38, 380, 9mm, 45, 357 
Classes: 

• Revolvers 
• Magazine fed handguns 

Optics: 
• Iron sights only 

Competition:  
• Fastest time to drop 6 steel plates at 10 & 15 yards. 
• Each shooter is permitted a maximum of 8 rounds. 
• Each target remaining after max 8 rounds add a 1 sec penalty. 
• Each round above 6 will add a 1 sec penalty. 
• Scores will be combined from both distances for a total score for the competition. 

Prizes for each class: 
• 1st Place - $100 
• 2nd Place - $50 
• 3rd Place - $25 

Entry Fees: 
• $10 entry fee to compete (per class). 
• Shooters are allowed to register for either or both classes. 
• Each registered contestant will be allowed 1 additional buy in (per class) for an addi-

tional $10, to improve their time. 
• Entry fees can be paid at the time of the event. 
• Only cash will be accepted. 

 

                      REGISTRATION 
• We highly recommend shooters register online; it will make check 

in much quicker. 
• All shooters will be required to sign an Event Range Rules form 

prior to competing. 
 
• For more details or to register online: https://www.iwla-fw.org/

spring-pistol-falling-plate-competition.html  

CHAPTER HOSTING SPRING                    
FALLING PLATE COMPETITION 

Open to Members & Non Members 
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OUR SPRING MEMBERSHIP POTLUCK AND ELECTION OF 
BOARD & OFFICERS  WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, MAY 7th.  

 

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO MAKE YOUR WISHES KNOWN IN A MEANINGFUL MANNER BY COMING 
TOGETHER WITH YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS TO PLAY A PART IN THE MANAGEMENT AND EVENTS 
PLANNED BY YOUR CHAPTER.  TOO OFTEN, WE ARE QUICK TO COMPLAIN ABOUT HOW THINGS 
ARE RUN, BUT A LITTLE SLOW IN BEING A PART OF THE PROCESS THAT GENERATES THOSE 
EVENTS AND POLICIES. 
 

THIS IS YOUR CHAPTER, GOVERENED BY BYLAWS SET BY YOU AND YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS.  
NOW IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE PART IN THE PROCESS. 

SPRING MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING & POTLUCK 

LIFE IS TOO SHORT! 

Grudges are a waste of perfect happiness.  Laugh when you can,          
apologize when you should and let go of what you can’t. 
 

Take chances, invest everything and have no  regrets, for life is too 
short to be unhappy.   
 

You have to take the good with the bad and smile when you are sad.   
Love what you’ve got and always remember what you had.                
 

Always forgive but never forget.   
Learn from your  mistakes but never regret.   
 

People change and things go wrong.   
But always remember, life does go on. 

MY WISH FOR ALL OF MY                  

IZAAK WALTON FRIENDS 

Author  unknown 

IF INTERESTED… STAND TO BE ELECTED TO YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
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WE GET MAIL! 

Your Dragonfly issue is breath-taking! 
 

You better nominate this eMagazine for a newsletter 
award from IWLA! 
Thanks for keeping me on your send list. 
 

Beautiful dragonflies equal some quality macroinver-
tebrates too, congratulations on your clean local                
water. 
    Annette Hansen 
    Porter County Chapter 
    Indiana Division 

Jay, 
I really enjoyed the details on Dragon Flies.  

   Rick Graham 
                    Ohio Div. IWLA 

 

In response to your mystery photo in your April is-
sue, I think that is Patrick White.  He was an Air Na-
tional Guard pilot and flew the Governor’s 
plane.  He was also the afternoon guy on WOWO, 
before Pat Miller.   
 
By the way, my organization will be forwarding an 
ad to be run in your publication. 

        Bruce  
             Fort Wayne  

With regard to you February issue, I am, 
among other things, Treasurer of the Ma-
chinist Group of Northeast Indiana.  It is a 
group of retired and current machinist, shop 
teachers, farmers, wood carvers, professional 
model makers, miniature engine makers and 
others who have an interest in machining 
and early technology.  I read with great inter-
est the interview with Skip Haberly in the 
March issue.  We would like to invite Skip to 
one of our meetings where he could do a 
‘show and tell’ to teach and enrich us with 
his skills on gun making.   Of course, any of 
your members would be welcome to attend. 
     Bruce Cynar 

 
Great News Letter. I really enjoy reading them. I 
print them out and bring them home to share with 
the family and forward to my friends. 
    George Saalfrank 
    Ft. Wayne Chapter 

 
The magazine is wonderful.  I learn something 

new every month.  I have shared my new 
knowledge about Monarch’s with everyone 
that I know.  

    Victoria 

 
Carl, 
Please pass along my best to those who prepare 
the newsletter.   What an excellent piece of              
literature!                        
    D. Skaggs 

 
Really enjoying the photo album section on new 
chapter web site.  Great addition. 
 
    Haberly 
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DO YOU HAVE IDEA 
FOR AN ARTICLE?     

 

SEND US AN EMAIL. 

                CHAPTER CALENDAR         

Scout Camporee at Chapter:          May 1 
Chapter Grounds Closed:               May 1 
Ladies Introductory Gun Class:      May 21 
Spring Membership Meeting:         May 7 
Chapter Member At Jr. Olympics:   May 11-16

th
 

Chapter Work Day:                        May 14th  

Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

Send to: jaybutler1940@gmail.com Jay Butler 

Page Fourteen 

THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER WELCOMES OUR NEW 

MEMBERS JOINING THIS MONTH 

1. Scott Norris 

2. Minxin Fu & Bin Yang 

3. Joshua & Katie  Stinson 

4. Shawn Falls 

5. Bill & Kathy Mruk 

6. Paul & Marie Young 

7. Scott Naltner 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the purity 
of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know the beau-
ty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to the preser-
vation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the Izaak Walton 
League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Mike Prumm—President 
 Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 
 

Patrick J. White—Vice President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

Range Managers 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 
 Javas Vandeway 
 Email:  jvande-
way@gmail.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 
Bob Walls Email:   
kbobw@yahoo.com 

 

 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
EST:    10:00AM—5:00PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo & Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST 

IN SAVING MONARCHS BY 

PLANTING SOME COLORFUL 

NATIVE MILKWEED IN YOUR 

GARDEN, LET US 

KNOW AND WE’LL 

GIVE YOU SEEDS 

AND INSTRUCTIONS 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 

I will be sending you information, logos and photos via email for 
you to design an add for me. 

 

MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $150/for 12-months 

NON-MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $175/for 12-months 
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GETTING STARTED GROWING A MILKSEED STAND 
 
Starting Milkweed indoors is a wonderful way to ensure that you will have a stand of milkweed next summer. And if you have youngsters in 
the house, this is also a clever way to introduce them to the symbiotic relationship between plants and insects. A key factor in raising your 
own milkweed, is to understand that milkweed must have “ Cold Stratification,” a fancy way of saying:  “If you want milkweed to grow, the 
seeds MUST have 30 days of cold exposure to break the seeds normalcy cycle before planting. In nature, this keeps Milkweed from germi-
nating at too early when weather conditions are not favorable to growth. Doing this at home is extremely easy. 
 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED  
1 Quart Ziploc Bag 
Milkweed seeds 
Paper Towels 
Sharpie Pen 
Small Tupperware Container 

 

PREPARING SEEDS FOR PLANTING 
STEP 1:  WET A SINGLE SHEET OF PAPER TOWEL AND LAY IT ON A FLAT SURFACE 
Wet a paper towel and gently wring it out so that it is damp, but not dripping water. Damp is good but sopping wet will cause the seeds to 
mold inside the bag. 
 
 

STEP 2:  SPRINKLE 10-20 MILKSEED SEEDS ON THE PAPER TOWEL 
It is best to spread the seeds on just the upper half of the damp towel, so that when you fold it over, none of the seeds will be touching 
each other. 
 
 

STEP 3:  FOLD THE LOWER HALF OF PAPER TOWEL OVER THE TOP HALF. 
 Fold the lower half carefully over the top half holding the seeds. 
 
 

STEP 4:  CAREFULLY INSERT PAPER TOWEL INTO ZIPLOCK BAG 
Carefully slide the flat sandwiched towel into the Ziploc Bag, being careful not to wrinkle or fold the towel as you slide it in. Now, label the 
outside so that you do not accidently toss it later, and today’s date and the date 30 to 60 days from now. And you should put a reminder 
on you cell phone on the day that you want to remove them. 
 
 

STEP 5: PLACE IN THE REFRIGEREATOR FOR THE 30-60 DAY PERIOD 
Place them in the Tupperware Container to assure that they are not damaged or lost among the food. If you have a refrigerator area or 
drawer that will hold 33-38 degrees F, this would be the ideal temperature. Otherwise just be sure to store them in the Refrigerator and 
not the Freezer.  
 
 

PLANTING YOUR MILKWEED 
You can either start the seeds indoors, or you can plant them in your selected garden space AFTER the danger of frost has passed. 
 
 

INDOOR PLANT STARTING 
You can plant your Milkweed seeds in seed trays, peat pots, small clay pots, or any container that has drainage. Dampen your soil with a 
spray bottle and place the seeds about two inches apart or two per seed pod. Place the seeds gently on top of the soil, pressing gently, but 
do not bury them. You are duplicating the seed being wind blown and dropping on top of the soil. DO NOT BURY THEM. 
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Be gentle when you water the seeds. Some prefer to continue a spray misting, while others place the seed container in a tray with no 
more than a half inch of water in the bottom. Take care to touch the soil and if it still feels damp, do not water it. Wait until the soil is com-
pletely dry to the touch. 
Set them where they get plenty of sunlight, or under a grow light. If you notice that the plants are getting “leggy” this an indication that 
they need more sunlight. The studies the stem, the better and planting them when 1-5 inches tall is ideal. BUT after the danger of frost. 
 
 

OUTDOOR PLANTING 
You can duplicate Mother Nature, by planting outdoors, after the danger of frost has passed. Follow your normal flower planting practices, 
but remember, the seeds are NOT buried under the soil as you would a flower or vegetable seed. 


