
News            
Izaak Walton League of America 

Fort Wayne 

                                                                                                      
The Digital Magazine Of  The Fort Wayne Chapter 

 November 2022 Issue 

Photo By Izaak Walton League of America 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page One 

1922:  Fifty-four hunters and anglers met in Chica-
go to establish a national organization dedicated 
to taking action to combat water pollution and 
threats to wildlife and habitat. They named their 
new organization the Izaak Walton League of 
America – and what happened next was nothing 
short of remarkable. 
 
1922:   The League launched a magazine that has 
continuously published articles about conservation 
and the League’s work for one hundred years. While 
the format, the focus, and even the title changed 
from time to time, the magazine – now 
called Outdoor America – regularly featured promi-
nent writers and information on the most im-
portant environmental topics of the day. 
  
1923:   The League – already numbering tens of 
thousands of members – hosted its first annual 
convention in Chicago. Hundreds of attendees dis-
cussed and agreed on the principles and goals of 
the organization, laying out a fourteen-plank plat-
form for the protection of natural resources and 
outdoor recreation. Today, the League’s national 
convention still features this type of member-
driven direction-setting. 
 
1924:   Within two years of the League’s founding, 

Ikes secured their first advocacy victory when Con-
gress established the Upper Mississippi River Na-
tional Wildlife and Fish Refuge. The refuge, which 
follows the Mississippi River through Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois, protects one of the 
most diverse and complex ecosystems in America. 
This rich habitat likely would have been drained 
and converted to farmland if not for the League’s 
efforts. 
 
1920’s:   The League helped save the now-thriving 
Jackson Hole elk herd by purchasing several thou-
sand acres in Wyoming to provide food and range 
land for the struggling, dwindling herd. The League 
donated the land to the federal government, al-
lowing for the expansion of the National Elk Ref-
uge. 
 
1926:  The League’s advocacy  resulted in the Black 
Bass Act of 1926, which made it clear that the 
Lacey Act protected fish as well. The League then 
immediately tackled the other obvious loophole: 
the lack of state laws prohibiting commercial bass 
fishing. 
 
1927:   Creation of the Outdoor Writers Associa-
tion of America occurred at the Izaak Walton 
League national convention in 1927. Possibly the 

As We wrap up our 100th             

anniversary celebration 

For many of us who are Izaak Walton members today… we know little about the 
achievements of the organization that we belong to.  It is altogether fitting that 
we close out the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Izaak Walton League in 
2022 with a look back at a chronological listing of significant achievements that 
have  become the legacy of the League.   
 

In the November and December issue of the FW Chapter NEWS, we will dedicate 
some pages to the proud legacy of the Izaak Walton League, devoting six pages 
(three per issue) to this endeavor. 
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first organization to spin off from the League, 
OWAA is still thriving today, with an active com-
munity of writers, photographers, podcasters, and 
other outdoor communicators. 
 
1927:  President Calvin Coolidge commissioned the 
Izaak Walton League to conduct the first national 
survey of water pollution in the United States. 
The League sent questionnaires to state health 
officials, and all forty-eight states responded 
(Alaska and Hawaii had not yet joined the Union). 
The results showed that millions of Americans 
were dumping raw sewage into waterways, as most 
sewer systems were not yet connected to even 
basic treatment facilities. In response to the find-
ings, seven states rapidly passed laws to address 
water pollution. 
 
1927:  The League led a national push to 
build sewage treatment plants in every commu-
nity. Individual victories by numerous chapters led 
to widespread success on this front. As just one ex-
ample, the Sioux Falls Chapter in South Dakota 
persuaded local voters to approve a $600,000 
bond for a sewage plant. A plaque commemorating 
that plant, and the League’s role in its construction, 
still hangs in the chapter’s clubhouse. 
 
1930:  League helped develop and pass into law a 
bill to prevent damming of the Boundary Waters 
and flooding in the Superior National Forest, a re-
gion that would ultimately become the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. Recognizing the 
conservation and recreation values of the region, 
the League worked to acquire land, which was do-
nated to the Forest Service, to preserve the forest 
as wilderness. 
 
1932:   The League adopted a resolution to create 
an    annual migratory bird stamp as a means of 
raising funds for waterfowl sanctuaries. Waterfowl 
populations had suffered due to drought, agricul-
tural expansion, and unregulated hunting. In 1934, 
Congress passed the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp 

Act, a landmark law based on the League’s pro-
posal. League member Jay “Ding” Darling designed 
the first of what would be known as the Duck 
Stamp. 
 
1937:  League advocacy led to the passage of 
the Pittman-Robertson Act in 1937 – indeed, Sen-
ator Absalom Willis Robertson was himself an Ike! 
The Act directed tax revenues raised from the sale 
of firearms, ammunition, bows and arrows to state 
wildlife agencies, to fund wildlife restoration, hab-
itat conservation, and hunter education. That’s 
provided a steady stream of funding for these im-
portant programs, adding up to more than $2 bil-
lion over time. 
 
1943:  The Izaak Walton League Endowment was 
created as a separate nonprofit entity to help raise 
funds for conservation. Initially, the Endowment 
purchased lands for later transfer to the U.S. Forest 
Service. In the 1960s, the Endowment shifted to 
providing grant funds to League chapters to sup-
port conservation projects of every kind. 
 
1945 :  The League published concerns about the 
pesticide DDT and its effect on wildlife. Through-
out the 1950s and 1960s, the League was increas-
ingly vocal about the dangers of DDT. In 1962, the 
publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring brought 
the issue to a head. The League seized the moment, 
testifying to the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
1964 and then suing the agency over its failure to 
respond. In 1972, the newly created EPA banned 
the use of DDT in America. 
 
1953:  At the national convention, the League 
launched a program to include more youth in natu-
ral resource issues. The first honorary chair of 
the “Young Outdoor Americans” program was ac-
tor Gary Cooper. While the program ended in 1959, 
the practice of including youth grew over the years 
and remains a top priority for the League. 
1954:  In Oregon during 1954, 13 hunters were 
killed and thirty-seven injured by mishandling 
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firearms. In response, the League’s Portland Chap-
ter launched a program called “Red Hat Day” to 
encourage safe hunting and adherence to Red Hat 
safety rules. The idea was adopted nationally by 
the League, endorsed by Presidents Eisenhower 
and Kennedy, and embraced broadly by many out-
doors organizations in the years following. The 
program, later called “Hunt America Time,” grew 
to encompass outdoor ethics as well as safety. 
 
1955:   The League created a soil conservation plan 
and presented it to key government leaders, who 
promptly formed a new committee to study the 
idea. The following year, Congress passed the Soil 
Bank Act, which incorporated key League priorities 
into a conservation reserve program. 
 
1958:  In the 1950s, League Conservation Director 
Joe Penfold brainstormed the concept of 
an Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Com-
mission, which would assess the nation’s need for 
public lands to support growing demand for out-
door activities. Congress implemented Penfold’s 
idea in 1958. The Commission then proceeded to 
set forth various outdoor policy recommendations 
that would guide the nation for decades. It also in-
spired creation of historic conservation statutes 
including the Land and Water Conservation Fund, 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the National 
Trails System Act. 
 
1960’s:  After more than a decade of work with 
leadership from the Indiana Division, the League 
celebrated enactment of a law designed to restore 
the Kankakee River Grand Marsh. In the 1960s the 
League successfully advocated for preservation of 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, which was 
redesignated as a national park in 2019. 
 
1964:  In the 1950s and early 1960s, the League – 
and especially its conservation director, Joe Pen-
fold – was instrumental in pushing the concept of 
federally protected wilderness. That idea culmi-
nated in the Wilderness Act of 1964. Through con-

gressionally approved additions over the decades, 
the Act now protects more than seven hundred wil-
derness areas covering 111 million acres. 
 
1965:  Due to the hard work and inspiration of 
League Conservation Director Joe Penfold, 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund was en-
acted in 1965. One of the nation’s most effective 
conservation programs, LWCF takes a small 
amount of revenue from drilling in public offshore 
waters and invests those dollars in local parks, rec 
centers and ball fields, as well as national parks and 
other public lands. 
 
1968:  The League was a key proponent of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, which protects rivers with 
outstanding value for present and future genera-
tions. This landmark conservation law was another 
brainchild of the League’s indefatigable conserva-
tion director, Joe Penfold. 
 
1969:  The League launched Save Our Streams as a 
stream cleanup campaign. Ikes were asked to 
adopt a local stream and work to keep it clean. The 
program, originally conceived by the Rockville 
Chapter, spread throughout the Maryland Division, 
and then rapidly expanded to twenty-two states. 
 
1972:   Congress passed the Clean Water Act, a 
landmark conservation law that incorporated 
many of the key principles the League had been ad-
vocating for since the 1930s. Among other provi-
sions, the Act establishes a comprehensive nation-
al law to limit water pollution and improve water 
quality, and it provides federal funding to build and 
upgrade sewage treatment systems. The Act, 
which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year, re-
mains one of the most important environmental 
laws in America. 

Reprinted In Part From Izaak Walton League of America Website 

2nd Installment Of “League Legacy” Dates In                 

History Will Be Published in the December Issue 

of FW Chapter NEWS 
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On a beautiful summer day Chicago area members of the Izaak Walton League gathered to pay 
homage to the 52 founding members of the League.  At the Chicago Athletic Club, the group pre-
sented a framed City of Chicago Proclamation honoring the League’s founding and its past 100 
years of conservation leadership. 
 
“We thought it befitting on the 100th anniversary of the League’s founding to present this procla-
mation to the Athletic Club that hosted our founding,” said Gary Struck, Illinois Division President.   
 
“The League initial charter was water quality and impact on fishing.  We have expanded our conser-
vation mission and have been very active nationally and in the Chicago area.  Today area League 
Chapters are actively working on the Des Plaines, Fox and Kankakee Rivers, addressing water quali-
ty and flooding.  Noteworthy the Illinois and Indiana League members are partnering with the Illi-
nois and Indiana state agencies on a joint federally funded grant to address the Kankakee River.” 
 
Indiana Division President Jim Buiter said, “Our executive director nailed it when he said the con-
servation issues of 1922 have not disappeared, they have evolved into the myriad issues we still 
face today.” 
 
“We want to thank the Chicago Athletic Association for being a great host and the great food,” Gary 
added.    

Indiana & Illinois “Ikes”               
Meet At Chicago Athletic Club where the League was 

formed 100 years ago 



When I joined the Izaak Walton League of America a couple of years ago, my only interest was the Rifle & Pistol Range. 

Little did I realize that I would discover a world that far exceeded my original intention. It was no longer about firearms; it 

was about saving the soil and water that the good Lord gave us. I started to realize this organization had a more noble 

purpose, and that was to insure we kept pristine what Mother Nature deeded to us. Nature in all its glory. Streams, rivers, 

wildlife, and abundant land for all to enjoy. 

One Hundred-years ago, fifty-four Sportsmen gathered together in Chicago due to growing threats to our watersheds 

from pollution. They chose the name Izaak Walton after a man who lived many years before the organization was formed. 

He was an avid fisherman and lover of nature and wrote about the devastation of America’s heartland as America ex-

panded west. 

This small group of Midwesterners quickly grew into a “voice” that descended on our government to demand change. 

And change started to happen. Yes, it was small in the beginning, but it quicky grew into a powerful force that altered our 

landscape. Preserving our forests and waterways became their mantra and soon Congress passed legislation that halted 

what could have been the destruction of America’s landscape and waterways. 

To be blunt, I was unaware of any of this until being elected to office. But I quickly learned that Izaak Walton encom-

passed much more than I realized. It wasn’t just our environment; it was so much more. It was about sustaining our be-

liefs to those who will follow us and that starts with our youth. Today, we have mentored multiple youth organizations 

like Big Brothers Big Sisters as an example. But it’s more than that, it’s fostering those who care about the soil and water 

we all cherish.  

Along the way, I’ve met some wonderful men and women who share the same belief that we must give back to a country 

that has given us so much. The numbers are too large to mention, but suffice to say, they all care about leaving our land 

better than they found it. 

Today the Izaak Walton league of America exists from coast-to-coast with thousands who want to ensure that our waters 

remain clean and clear, that the land isn’t over-developed, that our top soil is not washed away through poor farming 

practices and assuring our wildlife flourishes today and into the future. 

No, I haven’t become a zealot. I’ve just become an informed American who finally understands the meaning of the             

lyrics “They  paved paradise and put up a parking lot.” 

If you’ve forgotten, they are found in Joni Mitchell’s “Big Yellow Taxi” from 1974. 
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FROM MY DESK 
PATRICK J. WHITE, President—FW Chapter IWLA 

President—Fort Wayne Chapter 
Izaak Walton League of America 
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GAITHERSBURG, Md. September 
23, 2022 ---- The Izaak Walton 
League of America has joined 
other conservation groups in an 
amicus brief in Sackett v. EPA to 
highlight the absence of any           
legal foundation for the case 
and the devastating impact it 
would have on wetland              
conservation, outdoor                            
recreation and water quality. 
 
The case, the very first to be 
heard by the Supreme Court 
in October, has the potential 
to eviscerate protections for 
wetlands and degrade water 
quality nationwide. 
If the Court agrees with the 
petitioners, the Sacketts, 
wetlands will no longer be 
protected by the Clean               
Water Act unless they meet 
the requirements of a               
subjective two-part test                  
proposed by the Sacketts. That 
test would protect wetlands 
from being drained and filled 
only if the wetland has a rela-
tively permanent   and continu-
ous surface water  connection to 
an adjacent   body of                                 
water and the adjacent body of 
water is a traditionally naviga-
ble water or water body related 
to interstate commerce. 
 

That proposed test is wholly un-
supported by the plain language 
of the law, overwhelming sci-

ence and common sense. If 
adopted by the Supreme 
Court,  the majority of wetlands 
in the U.S. would lose protection 
under the Clean Water Act. 
 
The Law 
Congress passed the Clean          
Water Act in 1972, and its                 
purpose, spelled out in its text, 
is “to restore and maintain the 
chemical, physical, and                         

biological integrity of the Na-
tion’s waters.”  The law also         
explicitly aims at advancing the 
“protection and propagation of 
fish, shellfish, and wildlife,” and 
promoting “recreation in and on 
the water.” 
 

The Science 
Wetlands regulate waterflow, 
filter out pollutants and                   
disperse sediment. Even                     
so-called “isolated” or                   
“non-adjacent” wetlands that 
lack a continuous surface con-

nection to another body of wa-
ter can  directly affect the 
chemical, physical and biologi-
cal integrity of downstream wa-
ters through continuous under-
ground and periodic surface 
connections. 
 
Since 1922, the Izaak Walton 
League has fought to protect 
clean water and wetlands—with 
many successes. The Clean Wa-

ter Act is rightfully lauded 
because it provides    essential 
and consistent   protections 
that have  dramatically im-
proved water quality for 
nearly every  American. 
 
Organizations submitting the 
amicus brief with the Izaak 
Walton League include the 
Theodore Roosevelt               
Conservation Partnership,              
National Wildlife Federation, 

Backcountry Hunters and             
Anglers, National Parks                    
Conservation Association, Trout 
Unlimited and American Fly 
Fishing Trade Association.                  
 
The amicus brief can be viewed 
at iwla.org/sackett.  
  
 
 

Izaak Walton League Files Amicus 

Brief With U. S. Supreme Court  

Americus Brief, or “Friend of the Court” Allows Groups Not Directly Involved in a Case to Offer 
Additional Relevant Information a Court Might Want To Consider Before Making a Ruling. 

What’s at Stake? 
If adopted, the Sackett test 

would deny federal protections 
to the majority of the nation’s 
wetlands.  Areas that would be 
affected range from the Florida 

Everglades, which depend on 
the health of upstream waters, 

to the Missouri River.  
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In an earlier article, we reported on 
PFAS and the danger that they pose.  
The technical name of this chemical 
family is “Polyfluoroalkyl,” so the 
more easily pronounced moniker is 
the acronym PFAS, pronounced as “P
-Fas.”  Even more commonly they are 
called “the Forever Chemicals” due 
to their resistance to breaking down 
over time. 
 

Since the earlier article published in 
this magazine, several states have is-
sued a “Do Not Eat” advisory on deer 
in their state, due to high levels of 
PFAS.  Two of those states are Michi-
gan and their neighboring state, Wis-
consin.  Both have found high concen-
trations of PFAS in wild game in areas 
of their state and both are currently 
releasing an advisory that high levels of 
PFAS have been detected in their state 
deer population. 
 

How are PFAS introduced into the en-
vironment?  PFAS, often called “the 
forever chemical” while extremely re-
sistant to breaking down over time, 
are readily soluble in water, allowing 
them to spread far from the source 
once they have entered the nations 
waters. 
 

We are just now learning about the 
impact that this can have on health, as 
PFAS are now being linked to cancer, 
liver & kidney failure, as well as other 
ailments. “The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has utterly failed to ad-
dress PFAS with the seriousness this 
crisis demands, leaving local commu-

nities and states to grapple with a 
complex problem rooted in the failure 
of the federal chemical regulatory 
system,” said Ken Cook, president of 
Environmental Working Group 
(EWG), a prominent and often quot-
ed critic of industrial agriculture, U.S. 
food and farm policy and the nation’s 
broken approach to protecting fami-
lies  and children from toxic sub-
stances (PFAS). 
 

Sarah Doll, national director of Safer 
States, an alliance of environmental 
health groups focused on toxic chem-
icals, says that as of September 2022, 
there are  203 bills proposed in thirty-one 

states related to PFAS issues .  While your 
editor is a strong advocate of states 
rights, the patchwork of laws and 
lawsuits at the state level is often un-
even, and this is particularly true in 
clean water legislation, as rivers and 
aquifers do not recognize state bor-
ders.  Only federal action can 
hold multinational compa-
nies accountable for past contamina-
tion, clean the waterways and sys-
tems now infected and impose 
sweeping bans on putting PFAS in 
new products.  "State by state is just 
absolutely ridiculous," said Laurene 
Allen, co-founder of Merrimack Citi-
zens for Clean Water, a New Hamp-
shire group that has pushed their 
state to act on PFAS. "The progress 
you have shouldn't be determined by 
your ZIP code."  
 

In fairness, the EPA announced in 
2021 that it would work on a regula-

tion that would, for the first time, set 
a limit on PFAS compounds in drink-
ing water. It is set to be finalized by 
the fall of 2023.  On August 26, 2022 
a proposal was made to designate 
two of the most widely used PFAS as 
hazardous substances under CERCLA, 
more commonly known as the 
“Superfund”. This rulemaking would 
increase transparency around releas-
es of these harmful chemicals and 
help to hold polluters accountable 
for cleaning up their contamination. 
The following are some of the com-
mon areas that have used or are still 
using PFAS approved by the EPA. 
 

They have been used in the non-
stick coating of the pots and pans. 

 

High concentrations have been 
found   around Air Force bases and 
have been traced to the   foam 
used to fight aircraft fires. These 
have been found around Michigan 
military air bases, and as yet there 
is not a plan to address, as PFAS 
leach into both water and soil.  
Once in the water table, they 
spread exponentially.  The Feds 
have tasked the with developing a 
plan for addressing this issue and 
their report was due in May of this 
year, but the due dates was 
missed. 

 

Commercial Airports can also be 

heavy contributors, as noted by 

the Wisconsin DNR report of    

stunning PFAS counts in the Yahara 

Michigan, Wisconsin and 

Maine issue “Do Not Eat”            

advisory on Deer 
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PFAS counts in the Yahara water-

shed likely originating from the 

Dane County airport and Stark-

weather Creek.  Their report re-

leased in January 2021 reported 
DNR findings of accumulated 

PFAS of 40.78 to 235.65 PPT 

(Parts per Trillion) in the Yahara 

River watershed taken in the city 

of Madison WI.  The DNR attribut-

ed the high count likely to have 

originated from the Dane County 

airport and Starkweather Creek.  

The Wisconsin DNR recommen-

dation for permissible PFFA’s 

parts per trillion is 2.00 

PFAS can be concentrated in the sew-
age sludge used in compost and 
fertilizers making this particularly 
suspect as a major cause. 

 

PFAS are commonly used pesticides, 
and according to one organiza-
tion “Beyond Pesticides”  (See  
https://beyondpesticides.org)  
“PFAS levels in some areas are a 
billion times higher than the 
EPA’s most recent Health Adviso-
ry on PFAS chemicals” according 
to this article.  Said Kyla Bennett, 
PhD, of the nonprofit Public Em-
ployees for Environmental Re-
sponsibility, “If the intent was to 
spread PFAS contamination 
across the globe there would be 
few more effective methods than 

lacing pesticides with PFAS, These 
findings point to an appalling reg-
ulatory breakdown by EPA.” 

 

Major carpet companies have used 
them to make stain resistant car-
pets that are in high consumer de-
mand. 
 

The EPA approved the use of FPAS 
beginning in 2011 in fracking for 
oil, as this particular chemical does 
an outstanding job of separating oil 
and water used in the process. 
 

While not a major contributor, an 
example of the prevalence of the 
problem, Artificial turf on sporting 
event fields contain PFAS. 

 

If you are interested in what you can 
do to protect your family from PFAS 
around your home, you might adopt 
these practices: 

If you have nonstick pots and 
pans that are chipped or 
cracked, consider replacing 
them with stainless steel and 
iron cookware. 
When eating out, avoid taking 
leftover in foam boxes, as 
many of these containers are 
made with a coating containing 
PFAS. 
Buying new carpet?  Don’t buy 
stain-resistant carpets and up-
holstery unless it does not con-
tain PFAS. 

And saving the most important 
until last:  

 Ask your local community 
for data on PFAS in 
your local water treat-
ment and what is be-
ing done to monitor 
and control them?   

Ask your DNR how PFAS 
are monitored in the 
wildlife of your state. 

 And be careful, because 
“Our quality control 
meets current EPA 
standards is the wrong 
answer! 

 
Jay L. Butler 
Editor – the FW Chapter 

NEWS 
Thanks to following sources: 

https://www.wortfm.org 

https://phys.org/news 

https://www.bing.com 
https://www.ap.org 
httos://Jgnews@jg.net 
https://ewg.org  
https://www.cleanwaternh.org  

               https://www.wqpmag.com/ 

LATE BREAKING NEWS:  As we go to press, a 
study just released by the Copenhagen Uni-
versity Hospital stating that exposure to 
“Forever chemicals during early pregnancy 
can lead to male offspring having a lower 
sperm count and diminished fertility in latter 
life.” 

ON THE BULLITAN BOARD: 

• If you are interested in a great way to increase the exposure of your business 

card, be sure and read the next issue of “the FW Chapter NEWS”. 

• Remember, the opening/closing time of the Rifle & Pistol Range will be changing 

to 10:00am to 5:00PM beginning on November 7th for the Winter Season. 
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The Chapter held our annual RSO Appreciation Dinner 

this month, honoring our hard working volunteer Range   

Safety Officers.  Without these folks, our Rifle & Pistol 

Ranges would not be the safe haven for Sports Shooting 

that we have become known for.  They have all received 

accreditation by the National Rifle Association (NRA) in 

range safety and received their training from either cur-

rent Chief Range Safety Officer, James Ramsey or our 

Chief Range Safety Officer emeritus, Jay Butler. 

Range Manager, Karla Wyss, thanked each one in her 

address, recognizing their dedication and the more than 

two thousand hours a year, donated to make our ranges 

safe. 

Chapter Range Safety Officer                    

appreciation dinner held 
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IN THE BEGINNING…. 

IZAAK WALTON! 

From the very beginning, the Izaak Walton League of America 
took up the fight to protect the nation’s waterways from pollu-
tion. During the 1920s, industrial pollution, raw sewage and soil 
erosion threatened many of the nation’s rivers. Forests and oth-
er wild areas were also suffering as road building, development 
and commercial hunting and fishing took an immense toll.  
  

In 1926, the League announced a campaign to “correct the pol-
lution evil in America.” President Calvin Coolidge  commissioned 
the League to conduct the first national water pollution survey 
in 1927. 
  

For one hundred years, the League has been at the forefront of 
local and national efforts to safeguard water resources and our 
drinking water across the U.S.—from a push for sewage treat-
ment in the 1930s to the landmark Clean Water Act of 1972, 
which tackled pollution and protected wetlands.   
  

The League has also created thriving volunteer citizen science 
programs like Save Our Streams and Salt Watch to monitor 
stream health and collect data about water quality. By collecting 
and reporting data in dozens of states, these programs now pro-
vide a wealth of information for scientists and policymakers and 
a basis for taking action to protect water quality. 
 
Do you know that the Hoosier State has 25,000 miles of rivers 
and streams?  And do you know that all 25,000 miles are pollut-
ed, and that we are the number one state with this dubious hon-
or?  According to the Environmental Integrity Project those are 
the facts. 

The Clean Water Act was enacted in 1972 
with a goal of making all U.S. waterways 
fishable and swimmable within ten years.  
It is now fifty years later, and we are far 
from fulfilling that objective. 

We have made some headway, with pro-
jects like the multi-million-dollar Fort 
Wayne “MammaJo Project,” that will 
eliminate our sanitation waste being 
dumped into our river every time we 
have a heavy rain.  That is no small victo-
ry.   

Tom and Jane Dustin, both former members of the Fort Wayne 
Chapter and founders of Acres Land Trust can be credited with 
much of the continuing research done by checking our storm 
sewer outflow pipes for sewage after each rain.  They were a 
royal pain to our local government, but when Tom died, his obitu-
ary records that the local city government at the  
 
 

Clean Water Act Became 
Law on Oct. 18, 1972  

 

Your Business 

Card could                

appear here! 

Watch For Details In                                 
December Issue! 
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time was very vocal in recognizing their efforts to improve the water quality of Indiana.  The Journal Ga-
zette honored the pair as its 1993 "Citizens of the Year."  Both were awarded the national Izaak Walton League's 
FOUNDERS AWARD, our League’s highest honor. 
 

Among  local achievements, they were actively involved with: 
• Passing the Indiana Nature Preserve Act in 1967 
• Banning phosphate detergents from Indiana waterways in 1972 
• Creating Fox Island County Park in Allen County in 1975 

 

Since the Clean Water Act became law, through the efforts of people like the Dustin’s, there have been some nota-
ble improvements.  Many were coming having to doo with arming practices in the area of cover crops and fall 
planting of small grain crops after the Fall harvest.  This has done much to reduce the loss of soil and to improve soil 
health.  It also holds water in place, until it can be absorbed instead being lost to runoff. 

In fact, our Indiana farmers have set a record of 1.5 million acres of farmland covered with cover crops last Fall, as 
reported by the IN Department of Agriculture.  The report said that those cover crops had prevented the loss of 2.1 
million tons of sediment from eroding.  It also prevented more than 5.1 million pounds of nitrogen and 2.5 million 
pounds of phosphorus from entering the Indiana waterways.  That is great news!  But as good as that is…. the pro-
gress made still means that only 10% of our farmers are planting  cover crops!  Think of the impact if we can in-
crease the number of Indiana farmers participating.  We cannot afford another fifty years of polluted water in Indi-
ana. 

Thanks to 
https://www.anacostiariverkeeper.org 
https://acreslandtrust.org 
https://https://www.iwla.org/ 
https://sites.google.com/view/iwla-indianadivision 
https://www.journalgazette.net/ 

 
Youth Trap Team                 

Forming 

 
 
 
 

Team Is                  
Open To  
Public 

  EMAIL FOR INFO 
ALLYKURTZ@ICLOUD.COM 

OCT 30th 
9:00 AM 

Chapter’s Last ATA 
Shoot of 2022               

Season 
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By PATRICK J. WHITE 

I Tried It! 

If you own a Ruger 10/22, stripping it down and cleaning can be an arduous task, especially the bolt receiver sec-
tion. As a new owner of a Ruger 10/22 myself, I can attest to that. 

Ruger introduced the 10/22 in 1964 and its been an icon in the .22LR world 
ever since. It’s a relatively simple firearm with a “Blow Back” operation, box 
style magazine and a walnut stock.  Since its introduction, it changed only in 
its outer design and form. Today it’s sleeker and more modern with count-
less additions and design styles. During a recent foray to ZX Guns on Colise-
um Blvd. (www.zxgun.com) I discovered a 10/22 I couldn’t resist. Years ago, 
you could find them at nearly every retailer, sporting goods, and depart-
ment stores like Sears and Walmart. I even remember them in Christmas 
Catalogs when I was in my formative years. 

Today, the venerable 10/22 is no longer a “Plain Jane.” It’s sleek, 
modern, and light thanks to the invention of polymer. You can 
still acquire one with a wood stock provided you have the funds 
to afford it. In my case, it was the “Tactical” version that caught 
my attention. The most unique attribute was its ability to break 
down into two separate pieces. The deal was sealed when the 
clerk brought out the nylon carrying case which resembled a 
backpack. It was a complete package for only $430. Thus, I’m 
now a member of modern society.  

Since my version was the relatively new “Take Down” version, 
cleaning wasn’t as tedious as the ‘’straight barrel” model. All that 
was required was removing the “Action Screw”, pulling the upper 
from the stock, knocking out a few “Roll Pins” and applying liber-

al amounts of Clenzoil Cleaning Fluid. However, reassembling the rifle was a royal pain in my keister. Putting the 
bolt and charging handle back into its correct position was daunting at best. 

The spring-loaded charging handle must be positioned under the firing block, and that turned into an adventure I 
can say was a nightmare. The time attempting to mate the two parts together was a nightmare. To be honest, I con-
sidered selling my new “Toy” during the re-assembly process. 

I finally reverted to YouTube to seek an answer to my dilemma and discovered a video showing a simple tool that 
would resolve my frustration provided I was willing to shell out another $20.00. I started an on-line search to locate 
a retailer that sold this life-saving device, and I found one. It was Tandemkross (www.tandemkross.com), a source 
for everything related to .22LR pistols and rifles. I’ve purchased items in the past other than for the Ruger 10/22, 
but as I scrolled their parts list, I found it:  The GUNSMITHER™ BOLT BAR AND EXTRACTOR TOOL FOR RUGER® 
10/22®. The Holy Grail of re-assembling the bolt and charging handle. Retail price $18.99. 

I placed my order and hoped I didn’t make another error. Four days later it arrived, and I anxiously returned to my 
shooting bench to test it out. Much to my surprise, it performed exactly like the video I watched countless times. I 
installed the charging handle under the bolt in a matter of seconds. Wham, Bam, thank you Ma’am. 

So, if you own a Ruger 10/22 and suffer from this perplexing problem, I suggest acquiring this handy little tool bar 
that also allows you to easily compress the extractor plunger and spring. 

A simple tool that saves time and frustration. I Tried It and loved it. 
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Please add me to your mailing list.  I am particularly inter-
ested in knowing more about the Everglades of the North. 
 

When we lived in Woodmont in Fort Wayne we were told 
that area (north of DuPont Road east of Lima Road, west of 
Coldwater Road) was all swamp at one time long ago. 
 

Tom Dougherty 
Indianapolis 

Read your September issue.  It looks like you guys 
are doing very well.  

Thanks;  

 

Ernie P. 

Virginia 

Thanks for my first of what I hope are many editions of the FW IWLA Newsletter. Can I share the newsletter on my Face-
book and Company Web Page to help with your recruiting efforts? Is the IWLA a member of GFW, Inc. (Fort Wayne Cham-
ber of Commerce)? It’s a great way to promote the league in the 11-county region. Also, you can expect an advertising 
application from me at the end of the month. Glad to be a member! 

Steven Townes 
Fort Wayne 

CHAPTER HOLDS FIRST 

SMALL BORE SILHOUTTE 

COMPETITOIN 
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Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

      Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

Jay Butler 

Managing 
Editor 
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THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER WELCOMES OUR NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED IN OCT. 

 1. Richard & Courtney Grubb 

2. Joshua Riddle & Jou 

3. Dan & Melanie Barkley Jr. 

4. Trent & Amanda Regier 

5. John Nycum 

6. Austin Barkley 

7. John C. Walker 

8. Andrew Freeman 

9. Conner Short 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
RECEIVE OUR NEWS MAG-
AZINE, SEND YOUR EMAIL 

ADDRESS TO                                    
crehinger@gmail.com 
(Public Welcome) 

NEW MEMBER STATS 

NEW MEMBERS IN 2022:                     188 

 RANGE CARDS PURCHASED IN 2022:  335 

ACTIVE MEMBERS IN 2022:                   587 

THE NEXT TIME YOU GET INTO AN                 
ARGUMENT, REMEMBER THESE POINTS: 

 
•  When arguing with a stupid person, be sure he 

isn't doing the same thing.  

•  A man never tells you anything until you               

contradict him. George Bernard Shaw 

•  Silence is one of the hardest things to refute. Josh 

Billings 

•  There is nothing so annoying as arguing with 

somebody who knows what he is talking about.  

•  If you win all your arguments, you'll end up with 

no friends. 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the    
purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know 
the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to 
the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the 
Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Patrick J. White—President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 
 

John Kurtz—Vice President 
Email:   jdkurtz66@gmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

 

KEY CONTACTS 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 

 Karla Wyss 
 Email:  marw4@frontier.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 

 John Kurtz 
 Email:   jdkurtz66@gmail.com 
 

Archery Manager 

 Rick Thompson 
 Email:  rlthompson76@yahoo.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 

 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 
 

RSO Scheduling Officer 

 Deb Warnick 
 Dhow59yahoo.com 
Site Manager 

 Zack Walter 
         Email: zwalter6@gmail.com 
 

Chapter Information 

 Jay Butler 
 jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
DST:    10:30AM—7:30PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

Wednesdays:  April—Oct.  5:30 till Dark 
 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW CHAPTER NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 


