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OUR ADVERTISERS CORNER 
RIFLE &             

Pistol 

range gets 

new                 

storage 

It has been a long time coming and is long overdue and thanks to 
the generosity of several chapter members the problem has been 
solved.  The project wasn’t in this years budget but it was sorely 
needed, with the range looking cluttered, especially just across 
from the sign-in desk of the RSO Shed. 

A couple of the Range Safety Officers were chatting one afternoon, 
while seated around the clutter and the subject of range appear-
ance came up.  Said one, “I just don’t understand why the Board 
puts up with this and doesn’t get a shed to store all this stuff in.”  
One of the group, being a Board Member, responded with, “Well 
we’d like to, but it isn’t in the budget  and our dues money will on-
ly stretch just so far.” 

And with that a plan was hatched to solicit donations from within 
our Rifle & Pistol Range shooters to buy one.  One member started 
visiting internet postings, while another began twisting the tail of 
others, seeking donations. 

In less than two weeks, the shed was ordered.  The Board found 
the funds for the gravel foundation and approach drive, and some 
members sprang for rest of the funds needed. 

Once set in place, our new Range Manager, Karla Wyss rounded up 
some other Range users, who volunteered their time to clean out 
the RSO shed, and 
the area across from 
the sign-in desk.  Not 
only was the clutter 
of tools used in 
range maintenance 
moved, they cleaned 
up the accumulation 
of leaves that had 
been collecting be-
hind them since the 
2016 opening of the 
new range. 

Area across from the 

RSO Sign-In Desk. 



the Fort Wayne Chapter 
Page Two 

It’s amazing what a woman’s touch can do.  
The Guy’s have been walking around the clutter 
for years and within days of stepping into a 
leadership roles, the  women of the range have 
brought about much needed organization. 

 The new shed provides a plan for all the tools 
and materials with plenty of room left to move 
around.   

Of course, Dick Atkinson, our Range Mainte-
nance Manager was heard to say,  “Where the 
Heck is my hammer?”, to which Karla was 

President Patrick has stated that we owe a debt 
of gratitude to those who donated funding to 
this event that is reminiscent to the sacrifices made in 2016 to bring the range back to life.  As an inspiration to 
others to do the same on other spot projects that need to be addressed, President Pat has ordered a plaque to 
honor those who made donations.  The donors who made the shed purchase possible, are Deb Warnick, Jeff 

Hess, Karla Wyss, Mike Walker, Ron Hessert, Tom Hale, Tyrone Hale, Jay Butler 
and Tim Hessert. 

Now what are we going to do with that open area 
across from the sign-in desk?  One idea is to build 
a display case for range photos  similar to those 
posted in the Chapter entranceway, and maybe a  
bulletin board for member posting of  personal 
firearms and accessories for sale. 

Any volunteers handy with hammer and a few 
coins for lumber?  This simple graphic shows what 
it might look like.  Karla says the Board has already  
approved if funding is found. 

Marketing Board Depiction: Located Across From R&P Sign In Desk?

For Sale Or Trade Board

Wood Shingle Roof

(Not To Scale)
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Back in 2016, the Fort Wayne Chapter of the Izzak Walton League was the fifth largest Chapter in Indiana.  
Just five-years later, we were the second largest. The Evansville Chapter was and is the largest Chapter in the 
Hoosier state.  Have you ever wondered why? The answer is simple: We’re gaining members year over year. 
At the Fall Membership dinner, members asked me how we can become the largest Chapter in Indiana? My 
answer was simple: Recruit more Members. 

Across America, major Sports Shooting IWLA Chapters experience  18-20% of their membership failing to re-
new each year, but why?  Gun purchases by first time buyers is at an all-time high with many being bought 
for home protection.  Having bought their firearm, they look for a place to shoot and some join a Chapter.  
Then, they shoot a few times, and think they’re proficient and, leave and don’t renew.  Another deals with 
longevity. Many members come from The Greatest Generation and sadly pass away every day. Other reasons 
for failure to renew include relocation, financial situation, or a perception that they aren’t getting value for 
dues spent. 

While I can’t address the passing of older members, I can discuss some of the other items. People in America 
relocate for two primary reasons: employment and retirement. In both cases, individuals may find another 
Chapter in their new locale. However, the last item I mentioned relates to those who don’t feel they are 
getting value for the dues they pay annually. My answer would be this: Have they explored all the opportuni-
ties their Chapter offers to both themselves and their family? 

Our grounds offer over 2-miles of nature trails. Frequently I see members bringing their dogs out for a leisure-
ly stroll through our lush forests and meadows. You can walk around our beautiful pond and watch the ducks 
paddling around its calm waters. It’s soothing, relaxing and helps to clear one’s mind. 

We offer sports activities for the entire family. One is becoming extremely popular, and that’s Archery, espe-
cially 3D archery. Our Chapter offers 3D archery to both members and the public, where you can imagine 
you’re on a big game expedition and hunt for different animal Targets include everything from deer, bears, 
and even Alligators. Shooters include both bow hunters and crossbow enthusiasts as well. And there’s expert 
instruction from our archery instructors who are both highly experienced.  

Many enjoy our spacious trap and skeet ranges. Our range is open Wednesday evening (Summer only) and 
Sunday morning for both members and non-members who enjoy using a shotgun. It’s not just for adults, we 
even offer instruction for teens and adults from NRA Certified instructors like John Kurtz and his daughter Ally 
who instruct all ages. 

Perhaps, the main feature that our Chapter offers is one of the finest rifle and pistol ranges in Northeast Indi-
ana. Almost 99% of our new members pay an annual $40 fee to utilize our Rifle and Pistol range, with 
shooting distances from 7 to 100-yards. It’s fully staffed by NRA Certified Range Safety officers (RSO) from 
opening to closing, Thursday thru Tuesday. Additionally, various NRA training classes are offered through our 
Chief Range Safety officer. 

Becoming #1 depends on you convincing your friends and associates that they should become a member of 
the Izzak Walton family. Will you do it? 

PATRICK J. WHITE, President—FW Chapter IWLA 

FROM MY DESK 

President—Fort Wayne Chapter 
Izaak Walton League of America 
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The Destruction of the Everglades of the North:  Kankakee 
Just a few miles north of Fort Wayne, there existed the most concentrated abundance of 

wildlife and game fish known in the United States, until destroyed by man’s greed. 

A few years prior 
to the draining of 
the Kankakee 
Marsh in 1918             
Secretary of War 
Major General H 
L Scott sub-
mitteed a report;               
examining the 
effects and im-
pact of draining 
the marsh. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Lieut. Col. W V Judson, compiled the 
information and wrote the report. Ironi-
cally, Judson was a born and bred Hoosi-
er.  
 

The report was to examine the            
proposed plan to drain the Kankakee 
Marsh; "with a view to devising plans for 
flood protection and determining the 
extent to which the United States 
should cooperate with the States and 
other communities and interests in         
carrying out such plans, its share being 
based upon the value of protection to 
navigation."  
 

Soon after Indiana statehood in 1816, 
Indiana officials looked at the northwest 
corner of the state to what they per-
ceived as the problem of the Kankakee 
Marsh. The success of the Erie Canal, 
built in 1825, initiated discussion to  
canalize the Kankakee, drain off much of 
the swamp and sell the newly 
“reclaimed” land for agricultural        
purposes. The income would be used for 
much needed infrastructure.               
Unfortunately, public and private              
corruption resulted in no money finding 
its way back to Indianapolis. Indiana 
came close to insolvency. This near 
bankruptcy ended these early thoughts 
of canalizing the Kankakee. However, 

the concept of using navigation 
as the reason for “straightening” 
the river— with the byproduct 
of draining much of the marsh— 
was not lost.  
 

Attempts persisted to build the 
Kankakee Canal; even after the 
disaster of Indiana’s first attempt to 
channelize and drain the Kankakee 
Marsh. In the report an unnamed             
navigation and manufacturing company 
spent $350,000 to build three locks and 
dams in Indiana and one in Illinois for 
commercial purposes. There was some 
early success, but by 1884 commerce 
had ceased. The limestone ledge at             
Momence was cited as reason of the 
failure. Then in 1890 Indiana allocated 
$65,000 to cut an 8,649 feet long, 300 
feet wide and 3 feet deep excavation of 
the Momence limestone obstruction. 
The efforts had no appreciable impact. 
Blame was placed on Illinois for not 
channelizing their end of the Kankakee. 
In defense, Illinois saw the work                
performed in Indiana and concluded 
there were no positive results. It was 
projected that another $972,000 was 
needed for work either under                        
construction or contemplated. The army 
corps report concluded that a compre-
hensive plan for channelization of the 
marsh was necessary for success. By this 

time it was estimated nearly a third of 
the 400,000 acres had been 
“reclaimed.”  
 

The report concluded: “the value of pro-
tection to navigation which would be 
afforded by such flood protection as is 
desired by the people of the Kankakee 
Valley is in fact negative; and that as a 
result of the entire lack of benefit to the 
Federal interest of navigation which the 
act indicates to be the measure of pro-
posed Federal contribution, the United 
States should not cooperate with the 
States and other communities and inter-
ests in carrying out any plans for the 
improvement of the Kankakee River.” 
 

Indiana did not heed this report. The 
State went on to channelize the Kanka-
kee Marsh three years later, with the 
devastating results forecasted in Jud-
son’s report. Today we continue to 
struggle with the harmful impact of the 
channelization of the Kankakee Marsh.  
   

By John P. Hodson—Kankakee Historian 
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Shotgun Sight 
Verification 
Fort Wayne Chapter 

17100 Griffin Rd. Huntertown IN 
 

October 15th & 16th 

Open To Public 
 

             Members:  Free 
Public: $10.00 

 

Time:  10:30am—7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fort Wayne Chapter 
Trap & Skeet Range 

 

SEASON’S FINAL ATA SHOOTS 

 

Open To Public 
For Info Email jdkurtz66@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Youth Trap Team                 

Forming 

Open To Public 

  EMAIL FOR INFO 
ALLYKURTZ@ICLOUD.COM 

SEPT 29TH  
AT RIFLE & PISTOL RANGE 

5:00PM 

SEPT 25th 
9:00 AM 

OCT 30th 
9:00 AM 

MEMBERS ONLY 



 

November 12th 
17100 Griffin Road 

Follow Signs to Chapter 
9:00am to 3:00pm 

 

Table Price:  $35.00 
Email: marw4@frontier.com 
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ANNUAL CRAFT SHOW 

You produce a terrific newsletter.  Really great photos, 
excellent coverage of getting youth involved, great 
interviews, and reporting on some of the            na-
tional issues.  It really does look good and reads well. 
Your newsletter also has a distinct voice and             
personality that jumps right off the page.  

                                                                          Michael Reinemer  
                                                            Editor—Outdoor America, IWLA 

 

A good read as always.   

I particularly liked your chronology of getting the 
new signage for your range and for the Girl Scouts. 

Nice work! 

                                                      John & Anita Burns  
                                                                  Florida 

 

The September news magazine  was awesome. Lots of great information and photos. 

                                                                                                                                                          Victoria Vboyddevine 
                                                                                                                                                                   Fort Wayne 

mailto:the4burns@comcast.net
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RIMFIRE SILHOUETTE CHALLENGE 

TIME 
 8:30am— Registration/Inspection 
 8:45am— Safety Briefing 
        9:00am - Match Begins 
      11:00am— Match Finishes 
 

FIREARMS ALLOWED  

.22LR (Rifle or Pistol) Air Rifle (.17-.30 Cal) 
 

COMPETITION 
Two (2) Rounds with 20 Metal Targets in each round. 

  1st Round: Bench & Bipod  
  2nd Round: Free Hand (Standing or Sitting, No Support) 

Forty (40) Total Rounds Fired. 
SIGHTS:    Metal or 16X Scope (Max Power) 

 

ENTRY FEE 
Izaak Walton members: $5.00 

Non-Members: $10.00 
                                For More Details Emal Pat at: ftwayne@hotmail.com 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 15th 
17100 Griffin Rd., Huntertown IN 
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RSO FALL MEETING 

BRIEF 
MEETING 

______________________________ 

FOOD 
________________________________ 

DOOR 

PRIZES                
____________________________ 

OCT 8th 

6:00pm 
 

For More Details Email Karla at:  
marw4@frontier.com 
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TWENTY-NINE ATTEND FALL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Vice President John 

Kurtz, serves fellow 

chapter members 

some of his tasty 

pulled pork. 

2023 Board Members L. to R. 

Jim Herman, Karla Wyss, 

Melissa Doepke, Dick               

Atkinson, Rick Thompson,  

and installing officer… past 

president Jim Gerencser. 
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Fort Wayne Chapter 
Outreach Program 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
Introductory Trap Shoot 

DOZEN’S OF KIDS            
GETTING 1st TIME                

OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE 

New FW Chapter Trap Coach Ally 
Kurtz with Dad, John & Andrew                
Neidermeyer, offered Coaching to            
the group from Big Brothers/Big  
Sisters. 
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3D ARCHERY COMPETITION BACK                          
AT FORT WAYNE CHAPTER 

ARCHERY MANAGER RICK THOMPSON HAS SET 

ANIMAL TARGETS THROUGHOUT THE CHAPTER 

GROUNDS. FOR THE COMPETITION. 

      For More Details On 3D Archery, Email Rick at: rlthompson76@yahoo.com 
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Tell us your thoughts about our 
“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  
other Chapter related topic. 

      Email: jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

Jay Butler 

Managing 
Editor 
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THE FORT WAYNE CHAPTER WELCOMES OUR NEW MEMBERS JOINING IN JUNE. 

 1. Jason & Natalie Cooper 

2. Philip & Elaine Bundy 

3. Edward Steger 

4. Dave Carnahan 

5. Zachary Barner & Molly McArdle 

6. Kyle Geise 

7. Brian Offut & Lisa Newman 

8. Steve Brady 

9. Sam Gray 

10. Mel & Jessica Hamed 

11. Steve Townes 

12. Beau & Courtney Links 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
RECEIVE OUR NEWS 

MAGAZINE, SEND YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS TO              

crehinger@gmail.com 
(Public Welcome) 

MEMBER RECAP YEAR-TO-DATE 

Active Members as of 8/31/2021         590         

Active Members as of 8/31/2022                580   

2021 Members Not Renewed in 2022        217 

New Members Joining in 2022                    175 

 

(Data From National Report IWLA) 

Leadership is not about     
being best! 

Leadership is about making 
everyone else better! 

RSO TRAINING CLASS                  

SCHEDULED 

October 8th 
9:00am 

Chapter Covering All Expenses 

Commitment of minimum of one 

scheduled shift per month 

Email jrsr7@aol.com                            

for more information 
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DID YOU KNOW…  

           “We Are Not Just A Sports Shooting Chapter!” 
Your Chapter Board of Directors starts each board meeting with this pledge:  “To strive for the    
purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources; to know 
the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space; to 
the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as a member of the 
Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Executive Board 

Patrick J. White—President 
 Email:  ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 
 

John Kurtz—Vice President 
Email:   jdkurtz66@gmail.com 
 

Jay L. Butler—Executive Secretary 
 Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

Carl Ehinger—Treasurer & Mbr. V.P.  
 Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 
 

 

KEY CONTACTS 

Rifle & Pistol Range Manager 

 Karla Wyss 
 Email:  marw4@frontier.com 
 

Trap & Skeet Range Manager 

 John Kurtz 
 Email:   jdkurtz66@gmail.com 
 

Archery Manager 

 Rick Thompson 
 Email:  rlthompson76@yahoo.com 
 

Chief Range Safety Officer 

 James Ramsey 
 Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 
 
 

RSO Scheduling Officer 

 Deb Warnick 
 Dhow59yahoo.com 
Site Manager 

 Zack Walter 
         Email: zwalter6@gmail.com 
 

Chapter Information 

 Jay Butler 
 jaybutler1940@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Our Ranges 

RIFLE & PISTOL 
DST:    10:30AM—7:30PM 

Open: Mon-Tue-Fri-Sat-Sun 

 

TRAP & SKEET 
Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM All Year 

Wednesdays:  April—Oct.  5:30 till Dark 
 

CO-EDITORS: “the FW CHAPTER NEWS” 
 

Jay Butler— Managing Editor  
Email:  jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 
Patrick White—Photo Journalist Editor   

ftwayne@hotmail.com 
 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS AD IN “the FW Chapter NEWS” 

Patrick J. White 
4356 Love Grass Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
For More Information Email 

ftwayne@hotmail.com 

I will be sending you information, logos and photos via email for 
you to design an add for me. 

 

MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $150/for 12-months 

NON-MEMBER PRICE:  Business Card Size $175/for 12-months 

Enclose Form, Check and all Art Work or a copy of your Business Card. 
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