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the Fort Wayne Chapter 

The boys of Fort Wayne Chapter , sponsor of Troop 55 
went to summer camp June 27th - July 2nd and it was a 
week full of events.  Eight boys and IWLA Members/
Troop Adult Leaders Scott Stroud and James Ramsey de-
parted Izaak Walton at 11am on Sunday and after a 
quick stop for lunch arrived at the Anthony Wayne Scout 
Reservation just outside of Ashley, IN.  The boys quickly 
started setting up camp and had a top notch campsite 
set up by evening flags.  

Despite high heat and humidity on Monday the boys 
started undertaking the task of using their pioneering 
skills with knots/lashings and constructing the Troop's 
gate for the gate competition.  Tuesday afternoon a mi-
cro-burst came through the campsite and blew over a 
dining fly and a pop-up but the boys quickly recovered 
the equipment back into operation.   That ended up be-
ing a good thing as Wednesday consisted of torrential 
rains all day and the cover from the rain was much 
needed.  Finally Thursday the rain and humidity cleared 
out allowing the boys to dry out and resume their regu-
lar activities and fun for the next two days which includ-
ed competing in several camp-wide competitions.    
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Merit badge classes were conducted 
rain or shine all week and the boys 
earned a total of 29 Merit Badges First 
Aid, Wilderness Survival, to Swimming, 
Canoeing, Astronomy and of course 
Rifle Shooting just to name a few (for 
rifle shooting the boys had to shoot 5 
qualifying target scores, and our boys 
averaged 11).    

At closing campfire on Thursday even-
ing, the Troop was awarded several 
awards including: 

The Zeigler Award - Adult competition 
involving service projects around camp 
and taking on different activities like hiking, partici-
pating in leadership classes.    

Gate Competition - 3rd Place;  The boys were com-
pletely responsible for gate design and construction 
(adults only quality checked for safety) and got 3rd out 
of 18 other Troops that attended many with Scouts 
older than our boys.    

Blue Heron Award - Awarded to Troops based on vari-
ous activities the boys and adults took on during the 
week and scores received from campsite inspec-
tions.   This is Troop 55's 9th consecutive year of earn-
ing this Award.   

The Little Turtle Cup - 1st Place; The biggest most 
sought after camp award in a competition with all the 
other Troops in camp, awarded to the Troop that 
scored the highest points over the entire week from 
various activities showing Scout spirit, skills, and in-
volvement in camp activities and competitions and 
campsite inspections....the boys of Troop 55 beat out 
the other 18 Troops for first place!       

In addition to the honor, glory and reputation, the 
boys of Troop 55 brought back with them, they also 
brought back lasting memories, friendships, skills and 
had a great time doing it.     

  James Ramsey 
  Scoutmaster Troop 55 
  FW Chapter CRSO 
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IRS FORM 990 HELP 

NEEDED 

If you are looking for a 

way of volunteering in 

some manner and have 

the prerequisite skills 

needed, please contact 

John Kurtz at . 

CHAPTER YOUTH TRAP SQUAD GOING TO          

NATIONALS 
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 The League was founded in 1922 and our Chapter 

was charted in 1924. 

 Our chapter is the fourth largest chapter in the 

Indiana Division. 

 Our chapter growth in 2020 gained the most new 

members in the Indiana Division. 

 While our Chapter has been strongly rooted in 

Grass Roots Conservation, we’ve gradually  

evolved into a Sports Shooting Chapter. 

 Jane Dustin, an active leader in our Chapter, co-

founded Acres Land Trust, adjoining our property 

and it has evolved into one of I     ndiana’s largest 

Conservation Land holders. 

INTERESTING CHAPTER FACTS 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

AS OF JULY 14, 2021 

Membership Vice President Carl Ehinger report-

ed the following member statistics to the Board 

at the July Board meeting. 

 2021 ACTIVE MEMBERS:    629 

 NEW MEMBERS IN 2021 YTD: 198 

 NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH:    28 

 2020 MEMBER NOT RENEWING   192 

WANTED 
The Chapter is looking for a 

DONATED JonBoat to for use 

on our lake. 

If you have a good usable JonBoat that you are 

not using anymore and are wondering what to 

do with it, the Chapter would love for you to 

donate it to us for member use on our lake. 

We will pick it up.  If you have one to offer, call 

Brian Doepke 

at 260-417-

1298 and he 

will make the 

arrangements 

for pickup. 

 NATIONAL IWLA SURVEY   

RESULTS 

National IWLA Survey In a survey by IWLA National of 900 responding mem-

bers asking what they considered important in priorities 

of League in future are: 

88% said that “Engaging Young Adults In Conservation Is 

Important. 

87% said that:  “Important To Help People Participate In 

Outdoor Recreation. 

86% said that:  “Important To Work To Improve Water 

Quality:. 

80% said that:  “Important To Advocate Common Sense 

Conservation Laws.” 

70% said that:  “Important to Expand and Diversify Par-

ticipation In Conservation.” 

55% said that:  “Urgent to Work to Reduce Impact of 

Climate Change. 
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Public awareness of the value of Cover Crops has slowly but steadily 

developed and the media is beginning to dedicate more space to the 

value of Cover Crops.  But while every cover crop arti-

cle will give space to the discussion of Cover Crops 

providing:  Erosion prevention and improved Water 

Quality, rarely does anyone write about the benefit to 

our Pollinators, Birds and Wildlife. 
 

For example, Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education (SARE) speaks of: “Cover Crops grown to 

protect soil in fallow fields hold great promise to im-

prove soil health and productivity, reduce input costs, 

improve yields and increase insect and animal forage 

availability. Cover Crops also provide public benefits 

by improving soil quality, water quality and air quali-

ty.” 
 

SARE estimated that the total acreage of Cover Crops in the Mississippi 

River Basins in 2011 was between 1.8 and 4.3 million acres and that 

seems like a lot of farmlands, it is less than 2% of the total farmland in 

the Mississippi River Basin.  Today, inroads have been made and those 

numbers have improved and for that, conservationist, are grateful. 
 

While conservationist are pleased with the increased writing and im-

portantly “Actions Taken” that have had an impact improving both soil 

and water, organizations like the National Wild Turkey Federation 

NWTF report that, “It’s easy to see the overall environmental benefits 

that reduced erosion and runoff can have for aquatic species or the 

effect that healthy soils have for soil fauna, but perhaps lost in that 

discussion are some other important and immediate benefits that 

Cover Crops can have for our wildlife.  Mother Nature shows us that 

fallow ground wants to grow something. She wants her ground 

covered, not bare. And if left alone she will provide cover, whether 

it is trees, weeds, grasses, or wildflowers, something will sprout by 

seeds blown by the wind, or through bird droppings, if nothing else.  

Something will grow.” 

 

COVER CROPS: BENEFITS           

BEYOND JUST SOIL AND WATER                        
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Zac Eddy, Senior Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist writing for Pheasants Forev-

er & Quail Forever had this to say about Cover Crops and wildlife, “It’s 

easy to see the overall environmental benefits that reduced erosion 

and runoff can have for aquatic species or the effect that healthy soils 

have for soil fauna, but perhaps lost in that discussion are some other 

important and immediate benefits that Cover Crops can have for our 

wildlife.” 
 

SARE reports: “Cover Crops are usually planted to prevent erosion and 

increase soil health, but they can also provide valuable habitat for vari-

ous wildlife. Food and shelter are two vital resources that Cover 

Crops can provide wildlife when conventional crop fields are bare.” 
 

We can learn from our grandchildren by watching the movie “the Lion 

King” and a song in it entitled “Hakuna Matata”.  Hakuna Matata or cir-

cle-of-life is important to our world’s insects, bird, and mammal life.   
 

So, let us spend a few moments with Cover Crops on the Circle of Life: 

Today, pollinators and bees are diminishing rapidly and much has been 

written about their food sources being eliminated.  A clover crop used as 

a cover crop can help these pollinators.  The monarch butterfly is threat-

ened because of the diminishing supply of the common milkweed, that is 

so important to their survival.  In truth, all insects benefit from a cover 

cropped field, compared to one that is fallow. 
 

Where there are insects, there will be birds.  The bird populations are 

diminishing and studies, while not yet conclusive, indicate that lack of 

food is a factor. Birds also need nesting places, and these are diminish-

ing, but can easily be found in Cover Crops.  Also, where there are seeds, 

will also be small animals.  They also need nesting places, and it can be 

found in Cover Crops. 
 

SARE reminds us, “Cover Crops can keep nests hidden from predators, 

which are typically the primary cause of nest failure.  Nesting birds and 

their chicks require insect fat and protein; insects are more abundant 

in Cover Crops than on bare or fallow fields.  Game birds such as tur-

keys, quail and pheasants will increase nesting success by building up 

energy reserves on food found in cover cropped fields even though they 

may not nest directly in those fields.” 
 

Our circle of life has brought us back full circle.  Widespread adoption of 

Cover Crops will help keep nutrients and sediments on farms through 

their roots holding the soil in place.  This helps with water quality and 

ultimately benefits not only farmers but the municipalities and farms 

that rely on the nutrient rich soil, and clean water. 
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Importantly, Cover Crops provide valua-

ble habitat for various wildlife, and this can be 

summed up in these words: “Food and Shelter 

Supports Life”.  And Man, named the protector 

and husbandry of all, has had these responsibili-

ties since the Book of Genesis, and Man has it 

within his power to impact it all. 

Birds from pheasants to a thrush and a red 

winged black bird, all will seek shelter and raise 

their families in Cover Crops.  Where there are 

birds, and small animals, there will also be carni-

vores such as Hawks and Eagles.  The entire food 

chain benefits, including our pollinators. 
 

Here is a short quiz to test your understanding of the im-

portance of Cover Crops to Wildlife. 
 

1. Everything done on our land affects wildlife. Pollinator 
Cover Crops, have blooming flowers throughout the 
spring, summer, and fall, benefiting pollinators for the 
entire season. 

True 
False 

 

2. What are the basic needs of wildlife? 
Food 
Space 
Cover 
Water 
All the above 

 

3. Which habitat statement is most nearly correct? 
What is good for one species of wildlife is good 

for all others as well. 
Individual species have specific habitat needs. 
Habitat created for one species will be wrong for 

all others. 
 

4. Rotational grazing helps birds as well as cows. 
True 
False 

 

5. The best conservation practices for fish and wildlife in-
clude:  warm and cool season grass plantings, pollinator habi-
tat, removal of invasive shrubs, forest management, 

Restored wetlands, streamside buffers, and 
ponds 

Windbreaks, diverse grass plantings, and clean 
water 

Connecting corridors; managed timber and grass-
land 

All the above 
 

6. Of the following, which is the least favorable for habitat 
plantings? 

Selecting native plants over exotic species 
Using a variety of plants 
Creating habitat away from water 
Using plants that offer food and cover for wildlife 

 

7. You may benefit grassland birds by disking old grass. 
True 
False 

 

Answers: 1. (a)     2. (e)    3. (b)    4. (a)    5. (d)    6. (c)    7.(a) 
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July FW Chapter Board Meeting 

By Patrick J. White 
AROUND THE CHAPTER IN PHOTOS 

Wednesday Night Trap Shooting At Chapter 

Jake’s Day At Chapter 

PARTNERING FOR YOUTH 
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AROUND THE CHAPTER IN PHOTOS 

JAKE’S DAY PHOTO’S CONTINUED 
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Our League Is Approaching 

Its 100 Anniversary! 

CHAPTER MEMBER TO SHOOT ON AMERICA’S 

TEAM IN LIMA, PERU 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO SEPTEMBER ISSUE IS AUGUST 21ST 

Tell us your thoughts about our 

“FW Chapter NEWS” or any  

other Chapter related topic. 

Send to: jaybutler1940@gmail.com Jay Butler 
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DID YOU KNOW... 

Our Chapter Board of Directors start each board meeting with this pledge? 

“To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its re-
sources; to know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, 
and open space; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it.  I pledge myself as 
a member of the Izaak Walton League of America.” 

Troop 55’s Nelson’s  

Chicken Sale A Successs 

According to Scoutmaster Ramsey, 

Troop 55 Sold 500 Chickens and 6   

Cases of Pit-ta-toes in 3 Hour Period! 



 

the Fort Wayne Chapter 

Key Chapter Contacts 

Mike Prumm—Secretary 
Email:  mprumm@gmail.com 

 

John Kurtz—Treasurer 
Email:  jdkurtz66@gmail.com 

 

Carl Ehinger—Membership 
Email:  crehinger@gmail.com 

 

Jay Butler—FW Chapter NEWS 
jaybutler1940@gmail.com 

 

Other Key Positions 

Rifle & Pistol Manager 
Javas Vandeway 

Email:  jvandeway@gmail.com 

 

Trap & Skeet Manager 

Bob Walls 

Email:   kabobw@yahoo.com 

 

Chief Range Safety Officer 
James Ramsey 

Email:  jrsr7@aol.com 

 

Site Manager 
Zack Walter 

If interested in becoming a 

member, contact Carl Ehinger 

at crehinger@gmail.com 

Important Information 

Address 
17100 Griffin Rd. 

Huntertown, IN 46748 

 

Chapter House Phone 
260-705-3140 

Our Ranges 

Rifle & Pistol Hours 
DLST:  10:30AM-7:30PM 

EST:     10:00AM—5:00PM 
 

Trap & Skeet Hours 

ALL YEAR 

Sundays  9:00AM—1:00PM 

Apr 7—Oct 31                    

Wednesdays  5:30pm till Dark 


