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 IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE MEMBER PLEDGE: 

To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources;  to know the 

beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space;  to the preservation of this 

heritage and to man’s sharing in it,   I pledge myself as a member of the  Izaak Walton League of America. 

If at any time during the month, you are curious about what is happening at the 

Chapter, you can find timely and up-to-date information on our Facebook page:       

Izaak Walton League of America Fort Wayne Chapter 

 

 

For all practical purposes, all ongoing activities at the Chapter have returned to a “modified” nor-

mal.  Social-distancing and enhanced sanitizing protocol is in place, and masks are encouraged but 

not required.  Rifle & pistol range hours are as posted:  10:30 a.m.—7:30 p.m. Friday thru Tuesday, 

closed on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Trap and skeet shooting  on Wednesday evenings  5:30 

p.m. until dark, and Sundays 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  The pond is open for fishing and the trails avail-

able for a fresh, healthy hike.  Time to get out and enjoy the outdoors! 

Izaak Walton League of America
Fort Wayne Chapter 

Gift Certificate

Application for membership in the Fort Wayne Chapter
of the Izaak Walton League of America has been submitted,
and the dues have been paid, for the family of Joe Theragman
for the period July 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.  During that
time they are entitled to enjoy the full benefits of membership,
including use of the range facilities.

Carl R. Ehinger, Membership Chairman

To:  JOE  THERAGMAN

( )SAMPLE CERTIFICATE

GIFT A MEMBERSHIP— Birthday, Christmas, graduation, 

whatever the occasion, consider gifting a membership 

in our  Fort Wayne Chapter.  To the left is an example of 

a gift certificate recently created for a wife to present to 

her husband for his birthday.  The wording can be cus-

tomized to fit any situation or circumstance.  Simply 

contact our Membership Chairman, Carl Ehinger, at 260

-619-3242 or email at: crehinger@gmail.com to work 

out the details.  Allow two—three weeks for the pro-

cess. 



During a recent visit to the range I had the privilege to meet and talk with two members that 

have brought an exciting new experience to our Chapter.  Jonathon (“Jon”) Hermann and Kevin 

Sheehan were enjoying a terrific time shooting their air-powered rifles on the 50 and 100 yard 

range.  Most of us have had some experience with “pellet” guns, that have been around for 

years, and maybe even the popular “paintball” guns, but  what Jon and Kevin were doing was 

at a totally different level.  Jon was kind enough to provide the following narrative: 

Airguns have come a long way in the past 10—15 years.  They are very different from your grandpa’s pellet 

gun you remember as a kid.  Airguns range in caliber from .177 to .50 caliber.  Break-barrel guns have come a 

long way and are very accurate as long as you do a consistant hold.  Most airgunners, now, shoot a PCP (Pre-

charged Pneumatic), in which there is an air reservoir containing air under pressure of anywhere from 

2000—4500 psi.  There is a hammer that hits a valve, that lets a puff of air out, that pushes a projectile down 

and out the barrel.  It’s like a CO2 gun, but, with  much more power and much higher velocitiy. 

 

Higher-end PCP’s are better regulated to give a more-consistent burst of air, which gives you  better accuracy 

downrange.  Airgun projectiles come in different configurations ranging from the traditional “diablo” style 

pellet, to a slug similar to those used in firearms.   Air shotguns are available, as well as some guns that shoot 

a bolt similar to what is shot from a crossbow, but with much more power.  Most airguns are  adjustable to 

cater to the caliber, style, and weight of any given projectile.  In the past few years,  the price of PCP’s has 

come down dramatically, as more manufacturers have entered the market, including some firearms compa-

nies.  Airgunning is a fun and interesting hobby, plus a good way to learn about the science of pneumatics. 

Jon takes aim on the 100 yd. 

line 

Space-age profile airgun 

Conical-shaped lead projectiles 



You can buy a entry level regulated PCP for around $300.00, such as the Umarex Gauntlet, or the Air Ventury 
Avenger. Both are great guns and very accurate. As far as air supply, you can spend a couple hundred dollars 
on smaller air tank that Paintball or scuba shops will fill for around $5.00. There is also several 2-stage hand 
pumps available for around 100.00. Just be prepared to get your work out in. Haha!  Remember this is high 
pressure air we’re dealing with. I would say for a tin of premium pellets, and depending on what caliber you 
want, price will roughly be $15.00- $25.00 for around 500 rounds. The more you pay the better the quality. 
Slugs are generally a little more. Most modern PCP’s are single hole groups @ 50-75 yards. 1”-2” groups at 
100 yards. Again it depends on the caliber and velocities of that particular round, and a lot of practice. Air-
guns generally do not have the velocity of firearms, so you have to know how to read the wind. They are only 
as accurate as the shooter. The higher the speed, the heavier the projectile, the easier it is to “buck the 
wind”. There are several airgun clubs that have popped up lately. There is one north of Indianapolis, several 
over in Ohio and Michigan. There is one in Fort Wayne, but that is a 10 meter club. They shoot at 10 meters 
at .177 caliber and at slow speeds. They shoot inside because there guns are only producing sub 12 ftlbs of 
energy. Nothing wrong with that, but not my cup of tea. There are many competitions all over the states and 
world wide. Most competitions consist of 100-300 yard bench rest, speed shoots, field target, large bore and 
small bore competitions. Each competition has its own rules and regulations. My suggestion is if anybody is 
interested, to get on YouTube or the Internet. There is a lot of information available on airguns. 

                                                                                                                                           Jon Hermann 

Kevin Sheehan with his array of 

gear. 

Kevin draws a bead at the 50 yd. 

line 

Final mailing to go out, for those who have let their membership lapse.  In the next week, the last 

batch of renewal forms will be mailed to members who have not renewed their membership for 2020.  

Please take advantage of the forms being provided and send in your 2020 dues payment.  The Chapter 

needs, and counts on, your continued support. 



 
We have this interesting little tidbit of history 

 

The Girardoni air rifle was an airgun designed by Italian inventor Bartolomeo Girardoni circa 1779. The weapon 
was also known as the Windbüchse ("wind rifle" in German). One of the rifle's more famous associations is its 
use on the Lewis and Clark Expedition to explore and map the western part of North America in the early 1800s. 

The Girardoni air rifle was in service with the Austrian army from 1780 to around 1815. Many references to the 
Girardoni air rifles mention lethal combat ranges of 125 to 150 yards and some extend that range considerably. 
The advantages of a high rate of fire, no smoke from propellants, and low muzzle report granted it acceptance. It 
did have problems and was eventually removed from service for several reasons decades after introduction. 
There was also a version sold to civilians after it was removed from military service. While the detachable air res-
ervoir was capable of around 30 shots, it took nearly 1,500 strokes of a hand pump to fill those reservoirs. Later, 
a wagon-mounted pump was provided. The reservoirs, made from hammered sheet iron held together with rivets 
and sealed by brazing, proved very difficult to manufacture using the techniques of the period and were always 
in short supply. 

In addition, the weapon was very delicate and a small break in the reservoir could make it inoperable. It was also 
very different from any other weapon of the time, requiring extensive training to use. 

The Lewis and Clark Expedition used the rifle in the demonstrations that they performed for nearly every Native 
American tribe they encountered on the expedition.[1][2] 

The rifle was 4 ft (1.2 m) long and weighed 10 lb (4.5 kg), about the same basic size and weight as infantry mus-
kets of the time. It fired a .46[3] or .51[4] caliber ball and had a tubular, spring-fed magazine with a capacity of 20 
balls. Some of the weapons were also made using a gravity-fed magazine. Unlike its contemporary, muzzle-
loading muskets, which required the rifleman to stand up to reload with powder and ball, the shooter could reload 
a ball from the magazine by pulling a transverse chamber bar out of the breech which allowed a ball to be sup-
plied to it and which then rebounded back to its original position with the aid of a spring, all while lying down.
[5] Contemporary regulations of 1788 required that each rifleman, in addition to the rifle itself, be equipped with 
three compressed air reservoirs (two spare and one attached to the rifle), cleaning stick, hand pump, lead ladle, 
and 100 lead balls, 1 in the chamber, 19 in the magazine built into the rifle and the remaining 80 in four tin tubes. 
Equipment not carried attached to the rifle was held in a special leather knapsack. It was also necessary to keep 
the leather gaskets of the reservoir moist in order to maintain a good seal and prevent leakage.[6] 

The air reservoir was in the club-shaped stock. With a full air reservoir, the Girardoni air rifle had the capacity to 
shoot 30 shots at useful pressure. These balls were effective to approximately 125 yd (114 m) on a full air reser-
voir. The power declined as the air reservoir was emptied.[7] 

The Girardoni air rifle was an important first. It was the first repeating rifle of a specific general kind to enter gen-
eral military service It was one of the first uses of a tubular magazine.   
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 Solution on next page 

A general fact of life is, the more a person contributes to an organization or a project, the more reward 

they get out of it.  That is certainly true when it comes to your membership and involvement in our IWLA 

Chapter.  Opportunities are always available to meet more of our great members, to work on projects to 

improve our facilities,  to organize and plan member events, and a host of other ways to get the most out 

of your membership.  Let us know how we can best meet your expectations and make use of your talents.  

Contact one of the Chapter officers or one of the area managers to volunteer or to share your ideas.  



Nominations for Chapter Officers   are currently being solicited.  Please submit your 

nominations to Allie Carter ( alliek222@gmail.com) by 7/8/20.  Self-nominations are perfectly 

acceptable.  All nominations should be accompanied by a brief resume of the nominee’s quali-

fications and a statement explaining why you/they would like to hold an office in the Chapter.  

Officer elections will be held at an outdoor membership meeting,  July 24th at 6:00 P.M..  Food 

for  attending members will be provided by the Chapter.  Please RSVP to Allie if you plan to 

attend.  We must have an accurate head count  to plan  for  enough food, without a lot of 

waste. 

Our goal is to find members interested in making changes to improve our Chapter.  We have 

openings on the Board for voting members and for officers.  We want to see our Chapter grow, 

and expand the activities in every area.  To make that happen, we need volunteers and input 

from the membership.  We want added value for your dollars spent..  Following, is a list of 

some of the things we currently offer.  With your help, it can grow. 

Trap and skeet open to the public every Sunday 9 am—1 pm, and Wednesdays 5:30pm until-

dark. 

Rifle/pistol range up to 100 yds, steel knockdown targets for pistol, concrete ambidextrous 

shooting benches on the rifle range 

Private stocked pond (no license required for members) 

Approximately 2 miles of  marked woodland trails, winding through the property 

State water Sample Testing/training at no cost to you 

Sporting Clay Shooting Course (in-process) 

Youth Summer Conservation Camp 

Youth fishing tournament (in-process) 

Primitive camping area 

Clubhouse hall rentals ( suitable for graduation, weddings, family reunions, etc) 

Certified Range Safety Officer training at no cost to you (we ask that you cover at least one 4 

1/2 hr. shift per month) 

Youth trap shooting program for students up to age 23. This is the AIM program (Academics, 

Integrity, Marksmanship) 

Solution: Identities left to right—bumblebee, clearwing moth, wasp, hoverfly, honey bee, bee beetle. Bumblebees, wasps, and honey bees have stingers 


