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IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE MEMBER PLEDGE: 

To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources;  to know the 

beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space;  to the preservation of this 

heritage and to man’s sharing in it,   I pledge myself as a member of the  Izaak Walton League of America. 

If at any time during the month, you are curious about what is happening at the 

Chapter, you can find timely and up-to-date information on our Facebook page:       

Izaak Walton League of America Fort Wayne Chapter 

 

Izaak Walton, who lived from 1593 to 1683, remains famous today as the author of The 
Compleat Angler, one of the most important environmental books in history. Through the 
character of Piscator (who is a veiled version of Walton himself), Walton teaches the read-
er about fish and fishing while also imparting a view of the natural world that was revolu-
tionary at the time. Walton understood that a healthy environment was essential to the 
outdoor recreation that he loved, and used the story of Piscator and a novice fisherman to 

show how a healthy environment supports the “excellent art of angling.” 

Throughout the book, Walton shares knowledge of natural history and ecology, advocates for methods of wildlife 
management and sustainable fishing that are fundamental to modern science-based resource management, de-
scribes environmental engagement as an enjoyable activity, and encourages recreational sportsmen to come to-
gether in a “brotherhood” of stewards of the natural world. The central theme of the book is a concept we embrace 
today but that was not well understood or widely practiced in Walton’s time: sustainability. 

And sustainability wasn’t just something Walton’s characters practiced. Rather, they rooted their identities and 
their friendship in their shared appreciation for the natural world. When 54 sportsmen met in Chicago in 1922, de-
termined to take action together to protect the environment for the use and enjoyment of those who would come 
later, they decided to name their new society after the visionary author of three centuries earlier. 

Today, the 40,000 members of the Izaak Walton League continue to engage new generations in outdoor recrea-
tion, protect the waterways that people and wildlife rely on, and promote the sustainable use of land and its re-
sources. 

https://www.iwla.org/outdoor-recreation
https://www.iwla.org/outdoor-recreation
https://www.iwla.org/water
https://www.iwla.org/soils-agriculture
https://www.iwla.org/soils-agriculture


The RSO trial-run of “Falling Plates Competition” was held on August 29th.  Any “bugs” in the format have 

been worked out in anticipation of the same type of contest to be held on Saturday, September 19th.  This 

time, the event is open to all members, and to the public.   Please see the attached fliers for more infor-

mation. 

Ev Baker demonstrates his  

              winning form. 

Competition Champions:  

David Boyd—  iron sights                                         Ev Baker— optic sights 

Competitors Ev Baker and Brian Doepke are being closely watched and timed by officials, Mike Doran and David Boyd. 

Our Fall membership meeting will take place on Friday, September 25th, at 6:00 p.m., at the 

Chapter House. Dinner and beverages will be provided by the Chapter to those who RSVP Al-

lie Prumm at alliek222@gmail.com or 260-333-2412.  Highlight of the meeting will be the in-

stallation of your 2021 Chapter officers.  Plan to attend, meet, and support your elected  

officers. 



Showcase your unique talents at our Holiday Season Craft Show and pickup some extra cash for your holi-

days.  A few vendor tables are still available.  Each table is eight feet long and rents for $20.00.  Reserve 

your space by contacting Cindy Kurtz at 260-437-6807 or Allie Prumm at 260-333-2412.   Our previous 

shows have been very successful events for the crafters, and offered excellent buying opportunities, of 

quality-made decorative items, for their customers.  Regardless of whether you are a buyer, or a seller, be 

sure to save the date and make it a point to be there! 

     “SNAKE  BY THE LAKE” 

I've been fishing a few times (at Walton Pond) and had 
trouble each time with a snake.   

In one instance, I had a hooked a small bass.  The 
snake attached itself to the bass as I was attempting to 
land the fish.  Luckily, the snake let go before I landed 
the bass.  If not, I was planning to cut my line.  I know 
that snakes are part of nature and I expect to see them 
from time to time.  This snake’s behavior creeps me out. 

Each time I saw a snake it was in the part of the pond next to the white drain that sticks up out of 

the water.       

 

Here we have a better view of the possible 

culprit,  inspected and released by Kevin 

Sheehan.  Kevin identified it as “ a black water 
snake”, and fortunately, non-poisonous. 



A spectacular sunrise view  from Walton Pond, enjoyed and shared by members Dan and Nancy Goble 

Recently we were left in a lerch by the person who was supposed to compile our annual tax 

returns.  The result was added cost for expedited service.  We need to find someone who can 

reliably provide this service for us in the future, either gratuitously, or at a reasonable cost.  If 

you are able to help, or can recommend someone who can, please contact our President, 

Mike Doran, at  msdoran@comcast.net. 

Thank you to Dan and Nancy Goble, Kevin Sheehan, and Jay Butler for the 

pictures and other items  used in this bulletin.  Stories and other facts of in-

terest to our members that can be included in future bulletins, are always 

welcome, from any source, and will be highly appreciated.   

“If you live in harmony with nature you will never be poor; if you 
live according what others think, you will never be rich. 

— Seneca,Letters from a Stoic” 






