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 IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE MEMBER PLEDGE: 

To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources;  to know the 

beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space;  to the preservation of this 

heritage and to man’s sharing in it,   I pledge myself as a member of the  Izaak Walton League of America. 

If at any time during the month, you are curious about what is happening at the 

Chapter, you can find timely and up-to-date information on our Facebook page:       

Izaak Walton League of America Fort Wayne Chapter 

 

 

New memberships are on the rise.    Now is the time for those who are “on the fence”,  trying 

to decide whether or not to join our Chapter, to make their move.  Membership dues are pro-

rated, that is half-priced July 1 thru  1 September, making it an excellent and economical time 

to try us out.  If you are aware of any family members, neighbors, or friends who may be inter-

ested in the things we have to offer, make them aware of this special opportunity to join. 

 

Many have already taken advantage of the bargain pricing and have joined.  When you visit the 

ranges or other areas , there is a very good chance that you will meet some of our new mem-

bers.  Make it a point to welcome them into the Chapter and be helpful  in assisting them in 

any way you can.  After all, a strong community atmosphere is one of the best things we have 

to offer.  

The 2020 “Spring” General Membership meeting was held on Friday, July 24th.  The minutes and photo high-

lights follow.  Your new Chapter officers will be duly installed soon, in the coming weeks.  Although much good 

work was done, the highlight of the evening had to be the roasted pork prepared by Mike Prumm.  Bravo 

Mike!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO CHAPTER SPECIAL MEETING 
Spring meeting was canceled due to COVID-19.  Our Spring membership meeting is normally held in April, but 
the COVID-19 virus prevented our having our meeting.  Our new bylaws do not stipulate the date of the 
Spring & Fall membership meetings, so tonight’s meeting constitutes the first of two 
membership meetings required for 2020. 
 
Matt reported that Director Andrew Niedermeyer and his wife are recovering from COVID
-19, are doing well, but won’t be in attendance this evening. 

QUORUM CALL 

Twenty-two members in attendance – Quorum met. 

READING OF MINUTES OF FALL 2019 MEMBER MEETING 

ELECTION 

Matt explained the nomination and election process, then read a brief bio of the slate of officers and Directors that had 
been forwarded by the Nominating Committee. 

officers and board members are elected at our Spring membership meeting and are installed at our Fall 
membership meeting. 

The term of office or our Officers is one year, and our Directors serve a three-year term.   
The Director terms are staggered, with a portion elected each year, to retain continuity of the Board, to as-

sure continuity of the Board. 
Have following  slate of Officers and Directors standing for re-election: 

President:  Mike Doran 
Chapter member since 2009 
Served several years on Board 
Manager of Rifle & Pistol Range 

Vice President:  Allie Carter 
One of our newer Directors 
 Has been a chapter member since  2017.    
She currently is  Clay shooter 
Serves on our Trap & Skeet Committee. 

Secretary:  Jay Butler 
Jay joined the chapter in 2011 
Served as Treasurer, Secretary, and Vice President of the Board.   
Serves on the State and National IWLA Boards  
Editor of the Hoosier Waltonian. 
Chapter Chief Range Safety Officer 

Treasurer:  John Kurtz 
John joined our chapter in 2017 
Serves as a Director 
Member of the Trap & Skeet Committee 
Serves as RSO on our Rifle & Pistol Range. 

Membership Vice President:  Carl Ehinger 
Carl has been a member since 2012  
Serves as the Chapter Membership VP 
Editor of our chapter newsletter 
RSO for Rifle & Pistol, and on the Rifle & Pistol Committee. 

  

 



Board Director:  Andrew Niedermeyer 
Andrew has been a chapter member since 2006 
Longtime Director on our Board 
Serves as the Chapter Sports Shooting Representative to National 
 Active in the National Wild Turkey Federation, serving on their Indiana State Board. 

Board Director:  Maryann James 
Maryann’s late husband served as Chapter President for several years, approximately 20 years ago.  

They joined in 1988.  
She has been following in his footsteps, as one of our Directors, for several years.  
Is a Life member of IWLA 

Board Director:  Myself…. Matt Edholm 
I have been President of the Chapter for the past three years 
Will be stepping down, due to the press of business.   
Been a member since 2015 
am standing for a seat as Director, filling Mike Doran’s Director slot. 

I will now open the floor for further nominations from the floor. 
Are there any nominations for any of the positions that you have just heard?  (Call for nominations three 

times.) 
1st Call for nominations 
2nd Call for nominations 
3rd Call for nominations 

 Officers and Directors Elected 
 President      Mike Doran 
 Vice President      Allie Prumm 
 Treasurer      John Kurtz 
 Secretary      Jay Butler 
 Membership V.P.  Carl Ehinger 
 Director      Maryann James 
 Director     Andrew Niedermeyer 
 Director     Matt Edholm (Filling Mike’s position as Director)  
  
 There being no nominations from the floor, a motion was made. Seconded and  passed to declare the nominee slate, 

elected by acclamation. 
 
Matt then gave a brief state of the chapter, covering the following. 

 Membership Dues: 

Annual Membership dues are split with the Indiana State and National IWLA, with about 40% remaining locally to run our 
chapter. 

One  of twenty IWLA chapters in Indiana and are the 4th  largest chapter in the state. 

 Our Facilities: 

Our chapter grounds cover about 178 acres, primarily located here and across  the road, as well as along Cedar 
Creek, down by the Auburn Rd. bridge. 

We offer:  Trap & Skeet, Rifle & Pistol, Archery, Hiking, and Fishing. 
Modern Rifle & Pistol Range that you enjoy, represents a major investment, which took our bank accounts dangerously 

low, and in our taking out a loan. 
Pistol Range                     $ 27,225 Cost 
Rifle Range                        $58,775  Cost 
                            TOTAL    $85,000 
Through the generous donations of about 8 members, we paid off our loan this year (3 years early) and are now 

debt free, but BROKE 



Our Membership 

As of 6/30/20 have 401  members of our chapter up from 352 members 6/30/19. 
Compares with approximately 500 members when we had to shut down our rifle & pistol ranges in November 

2016. 
Are signing up about 150-175 new members each year, but are losing  a similar amount  each year, made up of 
members not renewing in the 1st two years of membership.  This  is the norm for most Shooting Sports Chapters, 
but we would like to retain more of our  new members. 
During the COVID-19 virus pandemic, many IWLA chapters are not gaining new members.  Our chapter following 

few new members in January and February, has had an impressive number of new applications approved every 
month, averaging 15-30 per month. 

 We are a 501C3 volunteer organization 

Have  no paid staff, and the grounds that you see around us, are maintained by volunteers from within our mem-
bership. 

We need more volunteer help. 
Will be scheduling a workday. 

 Matt asked for any questions, topics for discussion. 

Ron Hessert reported that he is working with a tax agent for our current taxes, 
 Members in attendance were: 

James Ramsey 
Tim Hessert 
Cynthia Ellis 
Denis Cook 
Dick Atkinson 
Don Ellis II 
Dave Dunham 
Mike Doran 
Kathy Doran 
Bob Vandeway 
Javas Vandeway 
Carl Ehinger 
Mary Anna Feitler 
Zack Walter 
Amanda Walter 
Maryann James 
Allie Prumm 
Mike Prumm 
Sharon Wolle 
Ron Hessert 
Matt Edholm 
Jay Butler 

The Hospitality Committee was recognized and thanked for the fine food included in tonight’s dinner. 

There being no further business before the group a motion was made and passed to adjourn. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Jay 
Jay Butler 
Secretary 
 


