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 IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE MEMBER PLEDGE: 

To strive for the purity of water, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and its resources;  to know the 

beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space;  to the preservation of this 

heritage and to man’s sharing in it,   I pledge myself as a member of the  Izaak Walton League of America. 

Things seem to be  loosening up.   As restrictions  related to Covid19 are being relieved in 

most areas of the country,  activities are returning to our Chapter grounds.  The rifle and pistol rang-

es are up and running , as well as the trap and skeet  fields.  Minor  operating modifications are in 

place to  maintain social-distancing  and other  prudent measures to protect our members health.  

Outdoor facilities,  hiking trails, pond area, etc. are all open and available for members to use.  When 

using these areas please use good judgement to avoid exposing yourself or any other member to un-

necessary  risk.  HAVE FUN, BE SAFE! 

An unfortunate result of the virus threat  is the cancellation of several events we always look 

forward to.   The Women In the Outdoors and our Youth Conservation Camp will not be held this 

year, however, both are expected to resume next year.  Other new social events for our members are 

in the planning phase.  More on those will follow  as details become available. 

Along those same lines,  there is a need for someone to step forward and  take charge of  our Fall 

craft show.  The structure is in place from past successful events, however,  a chairperson is needed.  

If you can help by filling that position please contact Matt Edholm at: football2801@me.com) 

 

(Sporting Clays in our future?  -   Stay tuned) 



Nominations for Chapter Officers   are currently being solicited.  Please submit your 

nominations to Allie Carter ( alliek222@gmail.com) by 7/8/20.  Self-nominations are perfectly ac-

ceptable.  All nominations should be accompanied by a brief resume of the nominee’s qualifica-

tions and a statement explaining why you/they would like to hold an office in the Chapter.  

Officer elections will be held at an outdoor membership meeting on July 24th at 6:00 P.M..  Food 

for  attending members will be provided by the Chapter.  Please RSVP to Allie if you plan to 

attend.  We must have an accurate head count  to plan  for  enough food, without a lot of waste. 

If  the Chapter provides a 1/4” thick steel plate for members to “pattern” their shotguns, and that 

plate is used effectively for decades without any noticeable wear or tear, what goes through a nit-

wit’s mind while he/she is causing this kind of destruction? 

The Chapter can ill afford this type of wanton behavior.              

Where is the sense in it? 



Another of the cancelled events this Spring was the member Workday, when we had planned to 

make some needed repairs on the property and structures, plus generally “spruce things up”.  

Since that didn’t happen, there are plenty of small projects that need to be done.  If you have 

time on your hands and are inclined to pitch-in to make a difference, contact our building and 

grounds manager, John Kurtz (jdkurtz66@gmail.com), for guidance.  Often, it’s the small things 

that have the greatest impact. 

This is the time of the year when you may start to notice nests and dens occupied by young wildlife 
around your home. If you do, help keep wildlife wild by remembering the following if you encounter 
a young animal alone: 

• Adult animals rarely abandon their young. Parents often leave young unattended for long 
periods of time to gather food and may only return a few times a day. A nest or den without a 
parent present does not necessarily mean that the young have been abandoned. 

• Do not hover to see if a parent has come back to its young. An adult animal will not return if 
people or pets are close to the nest or den. Give the young space and only check back periodi-
cally. If you can’t tell if a parent has checked on a nest, place straw or grass over the nest and 
return later to see if it has been disturbed. 

• Young wildlife should not be handled. Human scent is unlikely to cause parents to abandon 
their young; however, handling young wildlife and disturbance of a 
nest can alert predators to the young animal’s presence. Young 
may also carry disease or parasites they can transfer to people or 
pets, and are capable of biting or scratching. 

Rescuing young wildlife is legal, keeping them is not. Rescued wild-
life must be given to a permitted wildlife rehabilitator within 24 hours. 
For a list of wildlife rehabilitators or more information on orphaned 
and injured wildlife, visit: on.IN.gov/keepwildlifewild. 
 
To view all DNR news releases, please see dnr.IN.gov. 

There is an ongoing need for RSO’s to staff our rifle and pistol ranges.  To become an RSO re-

quires attendance at a training session that lasts approximately four hours, and a commitment to 

serve one shift at the range, minimum, per month.  Shifts are 4—4 1/2 hours long.  In return, 

RSO’s get the opportunity to meet more of our like-minded members, are able to make use of our 

ranges anytime during daylight hours, even on closed days, and the satisfaction that they are per-

forming a necessary and worthwhile service for the Chapter. 

We are looking to schedule a training session as soon as there are three, or more, interested can-

didates.  The plan is to conduct it remotely using the ZOOM platform.  If you  would like to  take 

part in our next class, please contact Mike Doran:  msdoran@comcast.net 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/5492.htm?utm_source=agency-website&utm_medium=&utm_campaign=&utm_term=&utm_content=
http://www.dnr.in.gov/


The following is a reprint of an article that appeared in the May 2020 Special 

Edition of The Hoosier Waltonian. It is an interview with our President, Matt 

Edholm, by Jay Butler, Editor-in-Chief of The Hoosier Waltonian. 

JAY:  Matt, I’m doing an article on how our chapters are weathering the COVID-19 Virus Crisis.   From your perspec-

tive as President of the Fort Wayne Chapter; can you relate the current COVID-19 crisis to anything similar in size 

and impact on your chapter?    

MATT: The crisis itself cannot be compared to anything we’ve experienced as a chapter, although when our range was 

shut down a few years ago, we’ve experienced similar fallout from membership due to actions taken by the board in 

the name of safety. 
  

JAY:  How is this unprecedented shutdown impacting your chapter, as a whole?   

 MATT:   It’s causing a rift in the board. Some people on the board see it as our responsibility to close down for member 

safety, others see it as our responsibility to provide the services the membership paid for, and that while we can take 

precautions, individual responsibility should reign supreme in regards to safety. 
  

As a Sports Shooting Chapter, this has come right in the middle of the Spring membership renewal mailings.  Do you 

see this impacting  your renewal rate of member?   

MATT:   If we can regain a certain level of normalcy, we shouldn’t see more than a 10% shortage of renewals. If we are 

forced to keep the facilities closed, we will be lucky if we aren’t affected by 50% or more. As almost all chapters are 

aware, annual renewals (for Sports Shooting Chapters) are usually around 50% with the difference being made up 

from new memberships. If we cannot make up the difference in new memberships due to closure, we’ll be in dire 

straits. 
  

JAY:  What about the Fort Wayne Chapter administratively?  How are you going about the business day-to-day ad-

ministrative activities; the unseen but important things that must continue?  

MATT: We are meeting as a Board (or E-Board) electronically. We are also attempting to figure out how to hold our 

membership meetings for officer renewals via an electronic medium. 
  

JAY:  League Headquarters and the Indiana Division, have both announced cancellation of their annual member 

meetings.  How will this affect your annual chapter membership meeting and election of officers, this year? What 

are your plans?  

 MATT:   We are also attempting to figure out how to hold our membership meetings for officer renewals via an elec-

tronic medium. The bylaws give no provision for maintaining officers without an election of the membership, so an 

election will be held in some fashion. Either by electronic meeting or by mail. 
  

JAY:  We hear a lot about              Community Outreach by our 

Will this impact your plans in this area?  

MATT:   We’ve had to shutdown our pollinator education program due to the virus. 
  

Jay:  What organized chapter activities have you had to cancel, and what is the impact to the chapter for each of 

these?  Explain to our readers, whether each is a fund raiser or a community outreach. 

MATT:  Our major initiatives planned were: 

• Pollinator education, which was a community outreach event. 

• Trap and skeet shoots, a major fund raising source of income. 

• Conservation camp, a popular community program. 

• ATA events, which have been very successful as both a fund raiser and community outreach. 
  

  



JAY:  Has Fort Wayne remained open at all for any type activities?  Describe them for us.   

MATT:  The chapter closed all activities for the last week of March and most of April. We finally re-opened trap and 

skeet shoots using social distancing protocols and outdoor stand up shade tents. 
  

JAY:  Has COVID-19 hit any of your members or their extended families?   

MATT:  Not to my knowledge, but it’s hard to imagine that out of 400+ members, that NOBODY has been affected. 

I’m sure somebody, somewhere in our membership has been affected. 
  

JAY:  Any advice for our other chapters on how your chapter is “Keeping the Brand”, in the forefront of their com-

munity during this period?    

MATT:  We extensively use Facebook as a means to keep both the community and our chapter members up to date on 

our activities.  We encourage our members to “Send” them on to their friends.  We also use our Newsletter and our 

Website. 
  

JAY:  What is your view on how your chapter will weather this storm?  

MATT:   I hope to see us return to “business as usual” soon. Albeit with a few new social distancing requirements. 
  

JAY:  From the perspective of bringing members back to the chapter activities, once the threat is over, what will 

you be doing?   

MATT:   We all have this opinion that things may go back to normal after a time, but what if it doesn’t? What if social 

distancing becomes a way of life? It’s time for us all to stop thinking about “when things go back to normal” and start 

planning for how to proceed if things can’t go back to “normal”. Plan for the worst, hope for the best. 
  

JAY:  How have your members reacted to the closing of any chapter activities?   

 MATT: Not well. 
  

JAY:  Since the Pandemic is an Act of God or of Nature, depending on your perspective, why do members feel this 

way?  

MATT:  Our chapter is not like many that have a community feel. Although this is something that I’ve desperately 

tried to create in my several years as President, it is something that still eludes us. Because of this, our membership 

typically reacts very poorly to being inconvenienced. They see us as not providing a service that they pay for, (which is 

100% true) and are only vocal when they disapprove of something. They treat us similarly to how you may treat your 

internet provider. When the internet is working, you think nothing of them. When it ceases to function, you typically 

get angry and call them to complain. 

  

Thanks, Matt.  It has been a pleasure talking to you about your chapter.  As most readers know, this is my chapter 

too.  Thanks for sharing. 

MATT:  My pleasure! 



 

Bridge Chemical Testing – Clean Water Challange 

 

Many of our Ikes are like me, extremely interested in the Clean Water Challenge, but you just cannot see yourself 

down in a creek chasing critters.  And that decision might be based on any number of very legitimate reasons.  Bad 

back?  Senior citizen?  Just not your thing?  I hear ya!  I took the CWC training, and my back told me in no uncertain 

terms, “Nope, not for you!”  This program is well thought out and has two segments:  1) Chemical monitoring and 

2) Invertebrate monitoring.  Both are important and have always been introduced as the right and left legs of the 

process and take 5 or 6 hours time for each sampling. 

And that is a shame because I believe in the Clean Water Challenge and wanted to be a part of it.  But it just was 

not in the cards.  Until now!  I have had a kit that Sam sent me a year and a half ago, and every time I would pass it 

in the garage, it would call to me. 

With the recent roll back of EPA clean water rules, testing our streams is more critical than ever.  Right now, even 

with the Rules that have been in place, we know that only 31% of our streams are tested, and of those that are 

tested, 56% of those tested,  are polluted.  With this being our best case scenario, think what it will become with 

little or no testing!  Think of the impact on swimming, boating, fishing, not to mention our water sheds are the 

source of our drinking water. 

At this year’s Mid-Winter National Director meeting, Sam (Samantha Briggs, National CWC Coordinator), was 

demonstrating how easy it is to do the Chemical side of the Program and I got to thinking:  “Why couldn’t I do the 

Chemical testing by drawing a sample from the center of a bridge?  Think about it.  There are highway bridges, pe-

destrian bridges, hiker & bicycle bridges everywhere. 

I sent a proposal along with a couple of photos to Sam and Jodi (National Ex-

ecutive Board Chair) and explained my idea. My proposal was that I visit a 

number of bridges and draw samples in mason jars and take them home to 

test all at one time.   After emailing back and forth, Sam agreed to check 

things out.  She came back and said it is doable, but I needed to do two things 

on site.  First, I had to take the water temperature reading immediately after 

the draw, and then I needed to fill the mason jar all the way to the lip of the 

jar.  That is to trap the oxygen in the water and the temperature is used in 

making the calculation of the oxygen        . 

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?  DON’T LET THOSE YOUNGER IKES HAVE ALL THE FUN! 

  

 



Basically, the Bridge Chem Plan breaks down into these segments. 

a. Mapping the bridge locations. 

Draw the sample, take the temperature, log this info on the        CWC work 

sheet. 

b. Jump back in (Well, maybe walk)  to the car and drive to the next bridge 

site. 

c. Repeat steps a. & b. again at several more locations. 

d. Set your Chem. Lab up, test and record all of your sample readings. 

e. Enter your data into the Clean Water Hub. 

The tests that I do are: 

1) Water temperature 

2) Dissolved Oxygen and  % Oxygen Saturation.  

3) Ph 

4) Chloride (The same thing you do with the winter road salt tests.) 

5) Nitrate 

6) Phosphate 

In addition, I bought a neat  2 quart galvanized bucket at Rural King along with a dozen ½ pint mason jars, a digital 

thermometer from Harbor Freight, along with 25 feet of rope.  Oh, and I bought a nifty case to carry the samples 

instead of the 5 gallon bucket that I started with.  Gotta look cool to any passers-by while you are doing your sam-

ple draw, ya know?   

But in all honesty, a 50 cal. ammunition box does just as well. 

You can get in the game at any level of testing that you are comfortable with.  The nitrate and Ph tests are the 

same ones that you do with your swimming pool, spa, or saltwater aquarium.  I do the whole series, but Sam sug-

gests that if you want to just do a trial, you might start out just doing the nitrate test.  That Nitrate kit is under 

$10.00 on Amazon or can be purchased at Lowe’s, Walmart, or most any other box store. 

When I was in the planning stage, I thought I’d sign on a crew of half a dozen chapter volunteer monitors, but soon 

found that I could stop at a bridge, draw a pail of water, pour it into a ½ pint mason jar, take the temperature, log 

the sample, and be on my way to the net bridge site within 20 minutes.  I can easily drive around, enjoying the 

countryside, take my 5 or 6 different samples and be back home before noon. 

I also soon discovered that many of the rural bridges are galvanized culverts, with concrete abutments and rails at 

the road surface.  Why am I telling you this?  Well these old bones, will not let me jump the rail, walk out onto the 

culvert section so that I can dip straight down.  This was solved by my finding one senior volunteer, but younger 

than me, (Which seems to be everyone.) and delegating the culvert bridges to him. 

Ingenuity is all it takes.  That and a desire to do something worthwhile in the name of conservation.  This was im-

portant to me, because I joined Izaak Walton as a Sports Shooter, and while this is a conservation project on the 

wild game side of our pledge, it was not the traditional things that I write about as editor of the Hoosier Waltonian. 

I have thirty sites filed on the CWC hub, and have test results logged on nine of them to date. 

So, my friends.  You too can be a CWC monitor, regardless of your age, your infirmities, or your level of wealth to 

buy the materials.  To take part in this program or for more information  contact Jay Butler at : jaybut-

ler1940@gmail.com     

                                                                Article written by Jay Butler,  and published in The Hoosier Waltonian 


